Tenor of Our Times
Volume 11
Spring 2022

Full Issue

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/tenor
Part of the History Commons

Recommended Citation
(Spring 2022) "Full Issue," Tenor of Our Times: Vol. 11, Article 1.
Available at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/tenor/vol11/iss1/1

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access
by the College of Arts & Humanities at Scholar Works at
Harding. It has been accepted for inclusion in Tenor of
Our Times by an authorized editor of Scholar Works at
Harding. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@harding.edu.

Article 1

TENOR OF OUR TIMES
Volume XI, Spring 2022

COVER

Image Courtesy of Ann Cowan Dixon Archives and Special Collections.

Tenor of Our Times
Volume XI, Spring 2022

Eric Johnson, Grace Ann Green, Elijah Fisher,
Paxton Davis, Bennett Anderson
Editorial Board

Julie E. Harris, Ph.D.
Faculty Advisor

Harding University
Searcy, Arkansas

Tenor of Our Times is published annually in the spring by the
Department of History and Political Science at Harding University,
Searcy, Arkansas, in conjunction with the Eta Phi chapter of Phi Alpha
Theta. We are grateful to the contributors, editors, readers, and friends
who made this publication possible

CONTENTS
Faculty Review Board ................................................ 1
Student Review Board ................................................ 3
Raymond Muncy Scholarship ............................. 4
Editor’s NotE ....................................................................... 7
Time in the Ganus .......................................................... 10
“A BUILDING FULL OF LIFE: CELEBRATING THE
CLIFTON L. GANUS, SR. BUILDING” ................................ 12
BIOGRAPHY OF CLIFTON L. GANUS SENIOR ................ 28
THE GANUS BUILDING, 1951-2022 .................................... 30
Special Reports ................................................................. 50
AMERICAN STUDIES INSTITUTE TRIP TO
WASHINGTON D.C.
By Elijah Fisher ........................................................................ 52
HISTORY DAY
By Caroline Barineau ................................................................ 57
HISTORY FAIRE
By Mason Spivy and MaryKyle Bartlett .................................. 60
PHI ALPHA THETA CONFRENCE
By Bennett Anderson ................................................................ 66

Guns, The Skies, & Blood ............................................ 72
FROM SPARK TO FLAME: A STUDY OF THE ORIGINS OF
GUNPOWDER
By Avery Shepherd ................................................................... 76
“BLOOD MUST FLOW:” THE ARKANSAS MILITIA WARS
OF 1868-1869
By Eric Johnson ........................................................................ 88
GLENN CURTISS: MASTER OF SKY AND SEA
By Paxton Davis ..................................................................... 128
Scandal and Reform ................................................ 142
THE WORK OF THE WOMEN: THE MISOGYNY OF THE
CONTAGIOUS DISEASE ACTS AND THE WOMEN WHO
OPPOSED THEM
By Grace Ann Green ............................................................... 146
JOHNSON AND THE OLD ROMAN: COMESKY,
JOHNSON, THE BLACK SOX, AND EMERGENCE OF
KENESAW MOUNTAIN LANDIS
By Isaac Copeland .................................................................. 172
CITIES & NATIONS IN CONFLICT .............................. 188
COLLABORATIVE, CONFLICTEDM AND COMPLICIT: A
CASE STUDY OF CHURCH AMD STATE TENSION AND
ITS EFFECT ON LISBON
By Joshua Brooks ................................................................... 190
A HOUSE DIVIDED: HOW HITLER EXPLOITED THE
POLITICS OF WEIMAR
By Luke Ziegler ...................................................................... 212

Editorial Board ........................................................... 227
Faculty Advisor .......................................................... 230
Acknowledgements ................................................... 232
Tenor of Our Times is available online at scholarworks.harding.edu/tenor

Faculty Review Board

Daniel Cade Allen*

Matt McCook

Angela Gibbs
B.A., M.S.E., Harding
B.S., Abilene Christian
Curator of Collections at Jacksonport
University
University.
State Park & Treasurer of Arkansas
M.A., University of Texas
M.A., Sam Houston State
Museum Association
Permian Basin
University
Ph.D., Texas Tech University
Ph.D., Florida State
Instructor Trinity Valley
Community College
University, a professor at
Oklahoma Christian since
2002.

Amanda Biles

Eric Gross
Ph.D. at Florida State
University,
independent scholar

BA from Harding; MA in
American History from
Fred Jewell
North Dakota State
University
(2011); PhD
Fred Jewell – Professor
from
ND
State
University
Emeritus Harding University,
in 2020. Director of
Retired 2009. Worked at
Public History and
Harding from 1968-2009 and
Assistant Professor of
trained generations of
History and Geography at
historians and teachers.
Abilene Christian
University

1

Faculty Review Board
Continued

Kelly Elliot

Peter Dykema

Jason Jewell

PhD, Florida State
University, 2010. Major:
History, MA, Florida
State University, 2007.
Major: History BA,
Harding University, 2005.
Major:
History Supporting Areas
of Emphasis: French.
Chair of History
Department at Abilene
Christian University since
2020

Peter Dykema received
his Ph.D. in History
from the University of
Arizona in 1998,
majoring in medieval
and early modern
European history. Since
2010, he has served as
the director of the M.A.
history graduate
program.

Ph.D. in humanities from
Florida State University, an
M.A. in history from
Pepperdine University, and a
B.A. in history and music from
Harding University. He
currently chairs the Department
of Humanities at Faulkner
University

Hannah Wood
M.A. in Museum Studies from
The George Washington
University. Assistant Professor,
Archives & Special Collections
Librarian at Brackett Library

2

Student Review Board

Casey Lay,
English major

Avery
Shepherd,
Political Science
major

Molly Passmore,
English major

Mason Spivy,
Social Science major

Luke Ziegler,
History major

3

Thomas
Reynolds,
History major

Alexandra Wisner,
History major

Raymond Muncy
Scholarship
An Academic Scholarship for Undergraduate Students of History
The Raymond L. Muncy Scholarship is a one-time financial award
for those undergraduate students at Harding University majoring
in History who demonstrate exceptional scholarship, research, and
Christian character. The scholarship was created to honor the late
Raymond L. Muncy, Chairman of the Department of History and
Social Sciences from 1965-1993. His teaching, mentoring, and
scholarship modeled the best in Christian education. Applied
toward tuition, the award is granted over the span of a single
academic year. The award is presented annually at the Department
of History and Political Science Banquet.

2021-2022 Winners:
Primary Award Winner:
Grace Ann Green
Olympe de Gouges: A
Woman too
Revolutionary for the
Revolution
Published in the 2020 issue
of Tenor of Our Times
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Editor’s NotE
History is our mirror; it reflects what we are. Identity is
necessarily defined in large part, but not entirely, by history. Thus,
the more one understands one’s history, the more one understands
one’s identity. History is therefore our truest mirror; it reflects
what we are.
There is great potential and great danger in this recognition.
There is great potential in the sense that truth can be found in the
study of history, and this truth can enlighten our present times and
lead to greater enlightenment. However, there is great danger in the
realization that just as one can look back into history and find
truth, there is also the possibility of finding falsehood. The study
and interpretation of history is therefore a mighty task that must be
handled with the greatest care and by the most honest and rigorous
of individuals. With great power comes great responsibility.
Here at Harding University, we recognize the importance
of this pursuit and strive to offer our best contributions. Our yearly
publication of Tenor of Our Times reflects this commitment. In this
year’s edition, we have included three distinct sections of work.
The first section, in which we recount the history and life of the
Clifton L. Ganus Sr. building, has been included in this year’s
edition due to the building’s closing this year. In light of this
significant milestone event, we have chosen to use a picture of the
Ganus for our cover. Tenor recognizes how this building and
memories associated with this building hold a place of special
importance in the hearts and minds of many in the Harding
community. While the physical structure might be taken away, the
legacy of the Ganus building will live on.
7

In our special reports, we archive the events of the past year
for the Department of History and Political Science here at
Harding. This has been a particularly busy year, especially for Phi
Alpha Theta, as we were able to bring back cherished events that
had been temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
The next three sections in this issue include our feature articles,
which include essays of scholarship written by undergraduate
students. Our feature articles this year cover a diverse range of
subjects and were selected after thoughtful consideration.
We are proud and excited to share these special reports and
feature articles with you in our eleventh print edition. As you, dear
reader, read on, I challenge you to remember the challenge and
responsibility that serious historical study entails. History is our
mirror; so, what do you see?

Sincerely,

Eric Johnson, Managing Editor
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Time in the Ganus

Articles
A Building Full of Life: Celebrating the Clifton L. Ganus, Sr. Building
By Julie Harris
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Student Association Campaign in the 1960s at the Student Center
Image courtesy of
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A Building Full of Life
“A BUILDING FULL OF LIFE: CELEBRATING THE CLIFTON
L. GANUS, SR. BUILDING”
By Julie E. S. Harris
Research contributors: Hannah Wood and Kristi Bond

The Clifton L. Ganus Sr. Building has served in a variety of
capacities in its seventy-one years on Harding’s Searcy campus.
Throughout its various incarnations, this space and its inhabitants
have created thriving, vibrant communities over and over again.
Harding University’s identity is its dedication to the Christian
mission and providing a quality education. These are only carried
out through the creation of relationships and a community that
expands to serve others and bring them to a knowledge of God,
ideas which are still part of our mission statement today. For
three-quarters of the life of Harding University, the Ganus building
has been part of that mission and Harding’s story. These walls
may not speak, but they have housed generations of Harding
students and memories.
Harding College moved to Searcy from Morrilton,
Arkansas, in 1934. The Ganus building was originally designed as
a new student center, as part of the 1948 presidential 1.5-milliondollar fund-raising campaign for a seven-building expansion of the
campus. A new Industrial Arts building was built separately from
the campaign to manage the construction. The first of the new
structures was Armstrong Hall, a men’s dormitory, which opened
in January of 1950, ready to house 200 students.1 Following the
1

“Excellent Progress in Financial Drive,” Harding Bulletin, April 1948 (vol.
23, no 16), p.1; “Industrial Arts Building Will House Facilities to Train
Industrial Personnel,” Harding Bulletin, April 1948 (vol 23, no. 16), p. 2; “First
12
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construction of the Beaumont Memorial Library, the Ganus
Student Center was the third building completed, with Cathcart
Hall, the Lee Music Building, and the recently renamed (2021)
Antony-Wright Administration Building coming shortly after. At
the same time, the original College Church building was
completed, as well as the demolition of the old gymnasium,
training school, and the much-mourned Godden Hall.2 Comments
lamenting the destruction of Godden Hall and those surrounding
the forthcoming demolition of the Ganus Building are echoes of
one another.
The new Student Center’s name was announced in January
1951, prior to its official opening. The building was named for
Clifton L. Ganus, Sr., who was serving as the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees at the time. Ganus was elected to the Harding’s
Board in 1939 and served as Chairman from 1940-54.3 At
Harding, Ganus was well-known for being interested in student
welfare. For example, Ganus established a $2,000 student loan
fund (which was a significant amount in the 1950s, given that
tuition for ten weeks in 1953-54 was $150.00, with the per credit
hour fee being $7.50 and Room and Board costs at $47.50 a
month).4 Ganus also offered a yearly $100 prize for the
Building from Campaign will be: Men’s Dormitory to House 200 Students,
”Harding Bulletin, April 1948 (vol 23, no. 16), p. 1.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/90/
2

“Building Program Nears Its Goal,” Harding Bulletin, December 1951,
(vol.27, no. 9) p. 3. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/116/
3

“Excellence is a Habit,” Harding Bulletin, September 1966 (vol. 42, no. 7), p.
6. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/268/
4

Harding Catalog 1953-54, p. 20, 23, 25.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/catalogs/5/
13
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academically top ranked male and female students, which was
bestowed at graduation.5 The Ganus Building dedication as the
Ganus Student Center occurred on June 2, 1954. The Student
Center had been open and in use since the Spring of 1951, but
Harding dedicated all the new presidential campaign buildings
together. Dr. George Benson, then president of Harding College,
presented C.L. Ganus as Chairman of the Board keys to all the new
buildings on campus.6 C.L. Ganus died in September 1955, and
this volume contains a full biography of him in a companion
article.7
The Ganus Building was originally designed to create a
new focus for Harding students as the Student Center. The building
contained a small cafe, called the College Inn, the post office,
student publications, and a banquet hall. As the Student Center,
the Ganus Building had a warmth and coziness that the students
loved, including a fireplace in the lobby. Upstairs, four signs hung
down from the ceiling and pointed the way to the Alumni office,
Bison office, Petit Jean Office, and the Emerald Room. Such signs
proved tempting to tap, and by April 1951, The Bison was already

5

“C.L. Ganus, Sr.,” Petit Jean Yearbook 1953-54, Vol. 30, p. 87.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petit-jean/30/; “110 will receive Degrees on
June 7,” Harding Bulletin, May 1951 (vol. 26, no. 17), p. 1.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/111/.
6

“Progress, Achievement, Academic Growth Result,” Petit Jean Yearbook
1954-55, Vol. 31, p. 8.https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petit-jean/31/; “College
to Stage Celebration June 2-3,” Harding Bulletin May 1954, (Vol. 29, no. 16)
p.1. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/131/.
7

“Excellence is a Habit,” Harding Bulletin, September 1966 (vol. 42, no. 7), p.
6. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/268/
14
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pleading for students not to hit the signs.8 Harding students were
involved in the process of creating this new community center
from the beginning, including helping to tear down other older
structures. The student body also submitted nominations to name
the upstairs banquet hall, where two classrooms are now. A
student committee then selected the Emerald Room from the
nominations, and that name was in turn approved by the faculty.
Social club mixers were held here, as well as formals and
Homecoming class reunions. Johnice Hearn reminisced on
Facebook recently about her wedding reception being held there
sixty-five years ago.
The downstairs portion was called “the Hub,” a name
which in 2022 belongs to the Harding Bookstore. The Hub name
also resulted from student submissions. The Bison reported that
“the student who turned in [the Hub] suggested that it would be
appropriate because the inn will be the center about which student
activities revolve.”9 And so it was. Alumni stories of meeting their
spouses in the Ganus, at a mixer, relaxing here, or while checking
their mail, are too numerous to relate. It was the center of student
elections, as seen in one of the photographs in this volume. The
Petit Jean office was on the east end of the second floor, where
history and political science faculty offices are now. One alumnus
remembers getting locked in the building while proofing The
Bison. The post office boxes were located where Foreign
Language offices are currently, and the current glass walled

8

“It’s A Small Matter, But Please…,” The Bison. April 28, 1951, p.2.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/505/
9

“Student Center will be Named for C.L. Ganus,” The Bison, January 27,1951,
(vol. XIV, no. 12,) p.1. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/493/
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classroom, often referred to as the “Fish Bowl,” was the
Bookstore. Community formed here and blossomed.
One of the key methods through which any society creates
community is through food, and it is not surprising that food also
featured heavily in the memories of the Ganus Building. Patti
Cobb, now a women’s dormitory, held the main cafeteria, but the
Ganus Student Center held the “College Inn,” which boasted
“clean, comfortable booths and the refreshing fountain [to] attract
students [at] all hours of the day.”10 This cafe/restaurant bred an
atmosphere of camaraderie where minor dates for social clubs met,
and cups of coffee were consumed regularly. Alumni from the
1950s remember distinctly “hot donuts” baked by Dixie McCorkle
and her staff, while a later generation from the 1960s and early
1970s remember fondly Mrs. Hazel Lomax’s cinnamon rolls. The
photograph in this volume of Mrs. Lomax was featured in The
Bison in 1971.11 The Emerald Room was the banquet room on
campus, and there was a dumb waiter on the first floor that carried
food from either the College Inn or Patti Cobb. The Ganus
Building as a Student Center was filled with laughter, life, and
community.
The Ganus Student Center eventually became too small for
the community it helped to foster. Harding originally built the
student center to serve a population of approximately 750 students.
However, by 1965, student enrollment had nearly doubled to
1,467, and it continued to grow until reaching 2,319 in 1973. The
Ganus Building simply could no longer provide enough space
10

“College Inn Ad,” Petit Jean Yearbook 1950-51, p. 173.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petit-jean/27/
11

“‘Good Friendly Service’ Displayed at College Inn,” The Bison, Feb. 12,
1971 (vol.46, no. 10), p. 4. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/965/
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when the student population had tripled from its original capacity.
In 1973, the student center moved to the Hammon Student Center,
which shifted the focus of campus activities. The Ganus now
began a new phase in its life as an academic building. Renovation
brought office space and classrooms, as the Ganus now housed the
Admissions office, Foreign Language and Speech Departments,
and classes. The campus radio station KHCA also moved into the
basement of the Ganus.12
The Foreign Language and International Studies
department resided in the Ganus Building for almost fifty years,
from 1973 to 2022, and continually created a close-knit community
with their students while reaching out to the wider Harding
community and to the globe. Alumni speak with affection of their
classes in French, Spanish, Italian, and German, and of close
relationships with faculty, such as Dottie & Winfred Wright, Noble
Goss, Terry Edwards, and Ava Conley.13 The Italian club, the
French club, and the Phi Sigma Iota honors society often hosted
events in the Ganus. Missions, both at home and abroad, have been
a consistent part of the Foreign Language department. Some
faculty like Winfred and Dorothy (Dottie)Wright and Robert
McCready came as teachers to Harding after spending time in the
mission field, in the Wrights’ case, after six years in France.14
Former Chair Ava Conley set a great precedent by leading over
12

“Phase II Goals Accomplished,” Harding Bulletin, October 1973, (vol. 49,
no. 4), p.1 https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/352/
13

“Foreign Language Department adds Course in Spanish,” Petit Jean
Yearbook 1973-74, vol. 50, p. 78. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petitjean/50/
14

HU Honors Former Professors with Computer Lab Dedication,” The Bison,
Feb. 23, 2001 (vo. 76, no. 13), p.1
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/1600/
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forty mission trips to Latin America, and others have continued the
tradition of overseas campaigns to France, Latin America, and
elsewhere. In fact, all of the Foreign Language faculty have been
part of such campaigns. Closer to home, the Ganus Building
provided a setting to direct the state foreign language competition
for high school students and to have an after-school program for
kindergarten through sixth grade students. The Ganus Building
was home to all of these outreaches, campaign meetings, and
weekly French and Spanish devotionals continuing even as this
journal goes to print.
The move to the Ganus Building meant an upgrade in the
facilities of the Foreign Language department, as the small
language room in the American Studies Building only had one
reel-to-reel tape recorder and a blackboard.15 As part of the 197374 renovation, the Foreign Language department received a new,
modern language lab. Winfred Wright recalled that the equipment
for the language lab did not have a dedicated room. “We bought a
mobile, wireless system … [and] an antenna was placed under the
carpet of both rooms [111 and 112]. The podium was a large unit
that held all the wireless headsets. The teacher could tune into any
student, hear the source tape and the student’s response, and then
communicate directly with the student. It could be used as a
traditional lab or as an electronic classroom.”16 The lab was
considered one of the most advanced in Arkansas, with six

15

“HU Honors Former Professors with Computer Lab Dedication,” The Bison,
Feb. 23, 2001 (vo. 76, no. 13), p.1
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/1600/
16

Email interview with Dr. Winfred Wright, April 20,2022.
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individual learning machines, private booths for independent
study, and a reading room with language periodicals and games.17
The Ganus Building was renovated again when the
Communications Department moved to a new building in 1998.
Foreign language offices and classrooms now occupied the entire
left side of the building, and the department now had a dedicated
space for the language lab, which itself was upgraded with new
technology. “Methodologies [had changed] so instead of installing
a traditional audio lab, it was decided to go for the computer
equipped lab.”18 This new lab included Macintosh G4 computers,
a CD burner, scanner, a laser jet printer, and special headphones
designed for language comparison. The dedication of the new lab
was February 15, 2001, and then chair Terry Edwards honored
Winfred and Dorothy Wright for their service to the Harding
community by naming it for them.19
In the early 1970s, both Foreign Language and Speech
were part of the Humanities Division at Harding. It made sense to
house these programs in their own building to allow them to grow
and thrive. The Speech Department, which later became the
Communication Department, included both what is now the
Communication and Communication Sciences & Disorders
programs. Communication remained in the Ganus Building for
twenty-five years, 1973-1998. The department faculty, including
Betty Ulrey, DaBn Tullos, and Pat Garner, became some of the
new landmarks of another community in the life in the Ganus

17

“Communication: The Key to Humanities,” Harding Bulletin, April 1974
(vol. 49, no. 10), p.3. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/347/
18
19

Email interview with Dr. Winfred Wright, April 20,2022.
“HU Honors Former Professors with Computer Lab Dedication,” p.1
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Building. As academics became the focus rather than student life,
mentoring by faculty members like Mike James and Dottie Frye
became critical to creating an atmosphere to encourage student
growth.
The faculty also created greater connections with Searcy
and the surrounding area. By 1970, Richard Walker was running a
speech pathology clinic, and with the move into the Ganus, the
clinic came as well. The renovations created a new twelve-room
speech clinic, and local Searcy residents remember coming to the
Ganus for speech therapy, creating yet another era of rich service
in the life of this building. The newly equipped carrier current
radio station, KHCA, was also a Ganus staple and included a
recording and listening laboratory with twelve sound-treated
booths equipped with modem cassette recorders, and audio and
video recording equipment.20 KHCA created a wider reach for
spreading and connecting the Harding community to others.
Between 1985 and 1988, Communication housed the fastest
growing majors on campus, expanding from 154 majors to 207 in
three years. Harding’s undergraduate program in speech pathology
also gained a national reputation for excellence among graduate
schools. The Speech clinic continued to expand, run by Dan
Tullos. Each speech pathology major completed 200 hours of
supervised clinical instruction, working with the clinic’s clients,
ranging in age from six months to forty-five years. The service to
the community had little to no cost but was limited to fifty clients

20

“Communication: The Key to Humanities,” Harding Bulletin, April 1974
(vol. 49, no. 10), p.3. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/347/
20
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at any one time.21 To outfit the Communications Department with
necessary equipment, the Ganus Building underwent another
renovation from 1987-1988. This time the west side of the
building was overhauled and a computer graphics lab, a new
darkroom, remembered well by our current campus photographer,
Jeff Montgomery, and an editing control room for video
productions were all added. The computer graphics lab featured
MacIntosh computers which directly assisted public relations,
advertising, and print journalism majors. The radio station
continued to serve in a dual fashion of playing popular music and
broadcast worship services on Sundays. The Ganus Building again
provided a home for growth, creating community, and serving
others.22 Communications’ continued student growth and a desire
to house the radio station, located in the Ganus basement, and the
television station, which was in the Ezell Bible Building, in the
same place eventually meant all the Mass Communication pieces
moved into the new Reynolds building in 1998.
Communications’ move to a new facility with the Music
Department meant one last major renovation for the Ganus
Building, and another department arrived to share the Ganus as its
home. The remodel was completed over the 1998-1999 school
year, and the History and Political Science (then Social Science),
Department moved into the west side of the first floor and the
second floor of the Ganus in the summer of 1999. This was also
21

“Training for Communication Disorders Careers Ranked Among the Best at
Undergraduate Level,” Harding Bulletin, October 1988 (vol. 64, no 2), p. 5.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/490/
22

“Mass Communications majors Soar to Top in Growth Category during Last
Three Years,” Harding Bulletin, October 1988 (vol. 64, no 2), p. 5.
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hubulletins/490/
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the occasion of the addition of the new Winfred and Dottie Wright
Language Lab. Like Foreign Language and Communications, the
History and Political Science faculty, led by acting chair Fred
Jewell and chair Tom Howard, set about the work of creating
community in the Ganus Building. The Macintosh computer lab
was removed and became an office space for Fred Jewell and now
serves as a small conference room and workspace. The Ganus
Building again provided space for students and faculty to connect
in new ways. Paul Haynie commented, “It's nice to have all of the
faculty together on the same floor. It makes it much easier for us
to compare notes and to talk to each other about our classes. It's
been a real blessing.”23
The move into the new facility also allowed for new
technology for the History and Political Science Department. A
small new computer lab with WESTLAW software aided pre-law
students, and later SPSS statistics software was added to the
computer lab in 2008 for political science research. Eventually, in
2013, the computer lab was joined by a mobile laptop computer
cart. In 1999, the classrooms had the potential to be smart
classrooms for PowerPoint use, but that transformation waited
until the 2001-2002 school year.24 Initially, there was a computer
on a cart upstairs that had to be wheeled into the classrooms. The
technology changed greatly from 1999 to the present, and there
have been multiple refittings to keep classrooms up to date – both
in History and Political Science and in Foreign Language. The
23

“History Department Relocates,” Petit Jean Yearbook 1999-2000, (vol. 76),
77. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petit-jean/76/
24

“History Department Relocates,” Petit Jean Yearbook 1999-2000, (vol. 76),
77. https://scholarworks.harding.edu/petit-jean/76/; Dr. Steve Breezeel emails to
Jim Baird, 2008 and 2013.
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office spaces also have had to be redesigned to include more
faculty or accommodate office staff and student spaces. Over its
next twenty-three years, the History and Political Science
Department averaged 100-150 majors at any given time across six
different programs.
Community is not built by technology and programs,
though. As former Administrative Assistant Courtney Eaken
reminisced, “a building is just that. It’s the people that make it so
special and…who bring their flair to the brick and mortar.”25 The
Ganus Building provided the home base, while Harding faculty
and students worked together to create a scholarly and spiritual
community. The Ganus Building provided space for a student
lounge for History and Political Science students for the first time.
The Ganus basement was transformed from a radio station to a
space for parties, meetings, and occasionally classes. The Ganus
Building basement also has a reputation of being a safe shelter
when tornadoes come to Searcy, and the entire building has also
provided shelter through other storms as well. The faculty taught
students here on the day after 9-11 and through this latest
Pandemic
The fostering of community also occurred in class, in
organizations, through remaking the physical space, and through
family. History, Geography, and Political Science classes in the
Ganus often had distinctive personalities, including the freezing
cold temperatures of a class filled with the stories of Paul Haynie.
Students brought sweaters and blankets and sometimes kept spares
in other faculty’s offices. Legend has it that on Civil War field
trips students could see their breath on the bus that Paul Haynie
25

Facebook comment, Sunday April 17, 2022.
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rode in. Liann Gallagher has taken over the role creating cold
classrooms since 2016. Classes with Kevin Klein brought images
of World War I as a bar fight, while Fred Jewell delivered a
memorable lecture on the assassination of the Archduke Franz
Ferdinand. Julie Harris’ classes included music integrated into
lecture and occasionally Chinese calligraphy painting, and one
never knew when Jan Fortner would suddenly start speaking
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, or Italian in class. The Ganus Building also
became the launching point for forays wider afield – field trips to
different religious sites with Church history, medieval castles,
nuclear missile silos, the Arkansas State Capitol, and even New
Orleans for its World War II Museum. In 2012, the department
began an American Experience Tour of sites pertinent to American
history and politics. The Ganus Building became a hive of activity
for planning these trips and storing the increasing amount of
necessary gear.
Part of the lively community of the History and Political
Department in the Ganus has been its organizations. Barristers,
Young Democrats, Young Republicans, the short-lived Walking
Club, and Historical Fiction club all met here, but it has been Phi
Alpha Theta (History) and Pi Sigma Alpha (Political Science)
which have been the flag bearers in creating community. Election
Watch parties began in 2004, and the Ganus upstairs classrooms
filled with anxious students and engrossed faculty watching
multiple computers and television screens to call races as data
came in. In 2012, student publications returned to the Ganus
Building once again in the form of this journal, Tenor of Our
Times. Tenor is now in its eleventh volume, all of which have
been produced, agonized over, and celebrated in the Ganus
Building Red Room. Inductions for both honor societies, trivia
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game nights between the two societies, and lectures on piracy,
empire, sports history, and the historiography of Pocahontas.
The Pocahontas lecture on February 16, 2012, by Kimberly
Laing had to be postponed, however, because of another feature of
the Ganus community – family. Dr. and Mrs. Laing welcomed
their daughter, Jordan, on the day Mrs. Laing was to lecture. The
Ganus Building in its earliest incarnation helped create new
families by fostering many relationships that blossomed into
courtship and marriage. For those who have worked here, the
Ganus Building has provided a second home for children as they
grow up. Going to Dad’s or Mom’s office was a treat, or
sometimes the regular after school stop. The presence of children
has also provided comfort for students missing younger siblings, as
well as examples of healthy familial relationships when a student’s
own start was difficult. Community is built on these relationships.
The relationship of the department with the Ganus family
was re-emphasized with the creation of an Endowed Chair for
History and Political Science in March 2017. The new chair was
named after Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr., Harding’s third president,
former chair of the History and Social Science department, and the
son of C.L. Ganus for whom the building was named. This new
Ganus chair allows the department to do things not permitted by its
normal budget.26 Thus, new levels of community outreach were
planned and launched from the C.L. Ganus Sr. building using
Ganus Jr. Chair funding. In 2018, a History Faire for local school
children ages 3-10 began. In 2021, the History and Political
Science Department launched three new outreaches, thanks to the
26
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work of Kimberly Laing, to the local community and to the
community of teachers. The first was “Talking Shop,” a virtual
book club for current secondary classroom teachers to read and
discuss methods and content. The second was History Explorers
for children grades 3-6 which meets weekly to read, have
activities, and journal about history. The last was a Social Science
Symposium, again for current secondary teachers, which was
hosted in July 2021 partly in the Ganus and partly elsewhere on
campus. This drew alumni from the department back for a seminar
on using games in the classroom.
This building has had many lives and memories, but
unfortunately like all things and people bound by time, it has
begun to show its age. The systems of the Ganus Building that
were cutting edge in 1951, or even in 1973, are now becoming
difficult to repair. Classrooms that have witnessed so much
knowledge and learning are still functioning, but one electrical
outlet at the front of the room does not allow easy access to
technology and software. History Explorers needed resources and
spaces beyond those the Ganus Building could supply. Those
maintenance costs and the need for more updated spaces to fit the
needs of building community for new generations to come are why
the time has come to say goodbye to the Ganus Building. On April
16, 2022, the Ganus family, the Foreign Language Department,
and the History and Political Science Department held a reception
and celebration in honor of Ganus Sr and the Ganus Building. The
memories flowed through the conversations in person and online
of those whose lives had been shaped by the communities created
here.
Kristi Bond, current chair of Foreign Language, said: “We
have been blessed by the community members that have passed
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through those doors, the ones who went before us, the ones that
have stayed to work, the ones that have carried our community to
other places, the ones who have taken what we teach and gone on
to do greater things than we will.”27 This is what it means to build
community and particularly communities for eternity. On behalf
of those who have worked, learned, laughed, communicated, and
lived as part of the Ganus Building’s life, we are thankful for
having been a part of its story.

27

Email between Kristi Bond and Julie Harris, April 20, 2022.
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BIOGRAPHY OF CLIFTON L. GANUS SENIOR
By Eric Johnson

Clifton L. Ganus Sr. was born on October 25, 1903, in
Hillsboro, Texas. After only receiving an elementary-level
education, Ganus set out from Hillsboro on his own to find a job in
Dallas. As he worked at the Southwestern Restaurant in Dallas,
Ganus would often visit Hillsboro on the weekends to visit his
soon-to-be wife, Jewell Bearden. After getting married, Ganus
worked in a variety of different jobs in different cities, but
eventually ended up back in Dallas with a job at a drive-in
sandwich shop named Pig Stands. Eventually Ganus became the
regional purchasing manager for Pig Stands in Dallas. In 1929,
Ganus moved to New Orleans to be the district manager of six Pig
Stands restaurants there.
After three years of managing these restaurants, Ganus
decided to start his own business in 1932. Alongside his business
partner Atkinson, Ganus opened his first restaurant, A&G Number
1. After six months, Atkinson dropped out of the business and left
Ganus in sole control. Around the same time, Ganus opened a
sandwich shop named Mrs. Drake’s. These two restaurants, A&G
and Mrs. Drake’s, were famous New Orleans eating establishments
from the 1930s until the 1990s. As he continued to expand his
operations, Ganus consolidated his restaurants under a new
company he created named Finest Foods, Inc. Cafeterias,
wholesale, and restaurants were opened not only in New Orleans
but as well as in Houston and Memphis. Finest Foods stayed in
operation until it officially closed in 1998.
28

A Building Full of Life
In New Orleans, Ganus became a well-known and trusted
civic leader and was involved in all types of work in the civic,
business, and nonprofit sectors of the city. Ganus was also
dedicated to the works of the church and to Christian education.
After becoming acquainted with Harding College in 1939, Ganus
became personally involved with the future of the university in
several ways. His oldest son, Clifton L. Ganus Jr. would go on to
attend Harding and eventually become the university’s third
president. Additionally, Ganus joined the Harding Board of
Trustees in 1939 and served as Chairman of Harding’s Board of
Trustees from 1940 to 1954.
Ganus passed away in September 1955 at 51 after battling
illness for several years. His legacy lives on through his family, his
work, and his service.
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THE GANUS BUILDING, 1951-2022
By Paxton Davis

Figure 1: June 2, 1954: Dedication ceremony for the Ganus
Student Center and six other structures. President George S.
Benson presents the keys to the seven to Dr. C.L. Ganus, Sr.,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

Figure 2: The Ganus Student Center in the early 1950s. The
building was completed and open for use in Spring 1951.
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Figure 3: June 1954:
Dedication Banquet in the new
Emerald Room of the Ganus
Student Center

Figure 4: Original Lobby of the Ganus
Student Center
Figure 5: Checking
Mail in the Ganus
Student Center.
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Figure 6: 1959, Harold
Tandy, in the dark room of
the Ganus Building working
on Petit Jean Yearbook.

Figure 7: Pledge week in 1965

Figure 8: 1967,
Learning to set
typeface for The
Bison
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Figure 9: Getting
the weekly Bison
1950s

Figure 10: 1960s
Checking Social Club
Message Board

Figure 11: Getting Food in the
Ganus Student Center, 1969
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Figure 12: 1971, Mrs.
Lomax making
cinnamon rolls for the
College Inn on the first
floor of the Ganus
Student Center

Figure 13: Eating in the Ganus Student
Center

Figure 14:
Student
Association
Campaigns in
the 1960s at
the Student
Center

34

A Building Full of Life

Phase II: Academic Building
The Ganus Building shifted to an Academic Building in 1973
after the Hammon Student Center was finished on the other
side of campus. The Department of Foreign Language (and
later International Studies) and the Department of Speech,
(later Communication) were housed in the Ganus, along with
the Admissions Office.
Figure 15: 1973,
Students Isong
Etukudo and Mike
Caldwell in the new
Language Lab in the
Ganus Building as it
became an academic
building.

Figure 16: 1974, Dorothy
Wright teaching French in
the new classrooms in the
Ganus Building

Figure 17: 1979 Susan
Watson, speech clinic
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Figure 18: Ganus
Building from Lily Pond,
1976

Figure 19: 1979, John
McQuaine with
audiometer in Speech
Clinic

Figure 20: Radio
Station in Ganus
Basement
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Figure 21: 1998, Mark
Haymes uses the new
Video Editing Room
added to the Ganus
Building that year

Figure 22: Mike James with
Video editing crew, 1992

Figure 23: 1987, Pat Garner
teaching Speech 101
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Figure 24: 1992, Ava
Conley teaching in the
Ganus

Figure 25: Noble Goss
teaches German, 1997

Figure 26: 1992, Holly
Robertson works in the
Speech & Hearing Clinic
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Phase III: New Occupants
The Ganus Building continued as an academic building, but
went through another major remodel as the Communication
Department moved out and History & Political Science moved
in. Foreign Language re-modelled but stayed.

Figure 27: 1999 The
basement being used
as the history student
lounge.

Figure 28: 1999
History majors gather
outside the Ganus
building
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Figure 29: 2004, Steve
Breezeel at Pi Sigma Alpha
Election Watch Party

Figure 30: Amanda Terry
& Kolby Kuwitzky at 2004
Election Watch

Figure 31: 2010
Election Watch
Sam Klein &
Jared Dockery
look at data
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Figure 32: 2001 Dedication of the Foreign
Language Lab, named in honor of Winfred & Dottie
Wright

Figure 33: Students using the
Foreign Language Lab, 2021
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Figure 34: Lori Klein teaching American
Government

Figure 36: Ava Conley
listening intently during
Spanish devotional, 2006

Figure 35: Getting
ready for Dia de la
Muertos
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Figure 37: Decorating
Professors’ offices for
Christmas, 2011

Figure 38: 2011
Phi Alpha Theta
induction in the
Red Room.

Figure 39: Fred
Jewell, Paul Haynie,
Kevin Klein, and
senior Cana Moore
after Dr. Jewell’s
lecture, 2013
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Figure 40:
2018 History
Department
Easter egg
hunt took
place inside
the Ganus
Building
because of
rain

Figure 41: La Bienvenue
Advertisement

Figure 42: La Bienvenue -- French
Open House, 2017
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Figure 43: 2021
Foreign Language
Graduation
Reception with Kristi
Bond, Chair of
Foreign Language

Figure 44: Joli Love’s
French Class

Figure 45: Fall 2020 Awarding of faculty pins to Julie
Harris, Lori Klein, and Robert McCready by Dean
Warren Casey
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Figure 47: 2021 July War games
with Shawn Fisher and alumnus
Jamie Cox for Social Science
Teachers Symposium
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Figure 50: Bryan Burks talks with
alumnus Charlie Collins, and
former History & Political Science
chairman, Tom Howard. Charlie
Collins is Howard’s grandson.
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Figure 51: The Ganus Building is scheduled to be torn
down after the end of the spring semester in May, 2022

All images are courtesy of the following: Ann Cowan Dixon
Archives & Special Collections, Foreign Language Department,
History and Political Science Department, and Julie E. Harris.
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Special Reports

Articles
American Studies Institute Trip to Washington D.C.
by Elijah Fisher
History Day
by Caroline Barineau
History Faire
by Mason Spivy and MaryKyle Bartlett
Phi Alpha Theta Conference
by Bennett Anderson
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AMERICAN STUDIES INSTITUTE TRIP TO WASHINGTON
D.C.
By Elijah Fisher

Special Report: ASI Trip to Washington D.C.
In February 2022, 20 students from Harding University,
from different majors, received an opportunity to take a trip to
Washington D.C hosted by the American Studies Institute of
Harding University. The American Studies Institute is an institute
whose founding purpose is to “inspire lives of leadership by
exposing students to people, places, and ideas that have helped
shape the United States.” Students on this trip were given the
unique opportunity to meet with individuals across a spectrum of
careers, including history, government, and business. Students
were accompanied by Dr. John Richard Duke, an associate
professor of history and the director of the American Studies
Institute, and Lori Klein, an associate political science and public
administration professor.
The group arrived in D.C. on Thursday, and hit the ground
running, visiting the African American History And Culture
Museum. The group was also invited inside the Rayburn
Congressional Office Building to meet with Congressman Rick
Crawford’s Chief of Staff, Jonah Shumate, and Legislative
Director, Ashley Shelton, who both happen to be Harding
graduates. Students heard their experience working for a
Congressman and got to ask questions about a variety of topics. On
Friday, the group went to the Department of Justice and met with
government officials who specialized in counterterrorism. The next
stop had the group meeting with executives of the Boeing Co. in
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their D.C. headquarters, where students learned even more about
where business meets government.
That night, students were treated to a dinner alongside
Harding alumni from all over the D.C metropolitan area. Students
engaged with these graduates and learned about all the sorts of
careers that these graduates had and were inspired by the wide
variety. One of these graduates was Elinor Rennor, an editor on the
first volume of Tenor of our Times. Along with her, were many
other alumni who aimed to inspire current students heading into
the job field.
On Saturday, students were given a day to explore D.C. and
its wonderful history. Students went all over the city, including
Georgetown, Old Town Alexandria, and the National Mall.
Students also went to the Smithsonian Museums, the National
Cathedral, and explored the Capital’s many landmarks and
monuments.
A trip to our nation’s capital is an important trip for all
students. Associate professor Lori Klein said that students “should
be able to explore the many gems of the Smithsonian, the beautiful
halls of our democracy, and gorgeous greens and parkland of that
special city.” Thanks to ASI and The Clifton L. Ganus fund for
History and Political Science, students were given this exact
opportunity.
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ASI students at the Department of Justice

Eric Johnson and Elijah Fish in front of
the Capital
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Eric Johnson,
Grace Ann
Green, and Elijah
Fisher talking to
alumni and
former Tenor
editor, Elinor
Werner

The Lincoln Memorial
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HISTORY DAY
By Caroline Barineau

Earlier this semester, about thirty young scholars
participated in the annual Arkansas History Day regional
competition. They competed in group historical poster
presentations, website and documentary creation, and historical
research paper writing. These students presented projects on a
wide array of topics, including, but not limited to, the MexicanAmerican War, the history of women’s dress, racial equality in
schools, and the Chernobyl incident. Each student, or group of
students, had the opportunity to present their work before a panel
of judges, who asked them questions about their scholarship and
their favorite parts of getting to work on their topic.
While the day gave the students a time to show off their
hard work, they also got to have some fun. As they waited to give
their presentations and for their classmates to finish theirs, the
children got to play games and spend time relaxing with each
other. After lunch, they were each presented with goodie bags
containing a historical fiction book and some other fun trinkets.
Then it was time to present the awards and announce those projects
that would be moving on to the state competition. Many of the
students received recognition for their outstanding scholarship.
Overall, the day was an amazing success. Dr. David
Adams, the faculty member in charge of the event, did a great job
encouraging the students and fostering a love of history that will
hopefully only get stronger as these students continue to
participate in this competition and others like it. It was clear that
Dr. Adams and each person who volunteered their time to the
event hoped to inspire a continued passion for history and
historical research in the participants.
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Judges deliberating over
student presentations (1)

Judge Avery Shepherd hard
at work

Students presenting their
website

Judges deliberating over
student presentations (2)
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HISTORY FAIRE
By Mason Spivy and MaryKyle Bartlett

On March 26th, 2022, the Eta Phi chapter of Phi Alpha Theta and
the Harding History and Political Science Department held the 3rd
annual History Faire for local children ages 3 to 10 years old. The Faire
this year was held on the lawn of the Harding History House from 9 to
11:30am. The Faire was largely the inspiration of Hannah Clifton, who
returned from attending the National Phi Alpha Theta conference in New
Orleans in 2018, convinced that the Eta Phi chapter could have a
program similar to the one hosted by Texas Women’s University.
Clifton created the idea of the children “Traveling through Time,”
complete with an explorer’s kit. The Clifton L. Ganus, Jr. Endowed
Chair for History and Political Science underwrote that first year, and
continued to do so through this year. This allowed Phi Alpha Theta and
the various booths to be well-supplied.
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This year marked the first post-Covid Faire, and we used the template
created in 2018. This year’s coordinators were MaryKyle Bartlett and
Mason Spivy, with lots of help from the Phi Alpha Theta officers, and
Dr. Julie Harris, our sponsor. When the students checked in they
received an explorer’s hat and a backpack, with logo stickers, a passport
to be stamped at each booth, and flyers for some of the History
Department’s other programs for children. The two additional programs
are a History Explorers for grades 3-6 on Wednesday afternoons, and
Harding’s sponsorship of the Regional History Day competition
discussed elsewhere in this journal.
This year we had seventeen different booths. The booths had a variety of
themes, including U.S. Presidents, White County history, Phoenicians,
the French revolution, History of Photography, Babylonian numbers,
Native American tribes, Ancient cosmetics, Cowboy cooking, miniature
battle re-enactments, and even an
“archaeology pit” that the kids loved.
Each of the booths had short learning
activities for the children, such as firing a
model catapult, seeing camera obscura at
work, making their own model books,
and stained glass. After the children
made their way around to all the booths
they had the opportunity to take a photo
with Mason Spivy who was dressed as
George Washington. This booth also had
a number of different presidential face
cutouts that the children could use during the photo.
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Overall, we were very pleased with the turnout for the Faire. The booths
represented ten campus and community organizations as well as the
members of the History and Political Science Department and Phi Alpha
Theta. The local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
the White County Historical Society, ROTC, and the Arkansas State
Parks all contributed booths and time. From across campus both the
Math for Elementary Teachers and Social Studies for Elementary
Teachers classes managed booths and games. Other organizations
included Student Publications, Foreign Language. Nursing Department,
and the Brackett Library. All totaled we had fifty two people running the
booths, with several others as support. We had ninety-eight children and
adults attending the Faire, and seventy-nine had pre-registered for the
event. Overall attendance was approximately 150, which was
phenomenal for our first post-Covid year. We are looking forward to
next year and expanding.

Playing Games at the Egyptian and Babylonian Numbers booth
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Freshmen political science major & ROTC cadet, Liz Fisher, stamps a passport

Making stained glass craft with the Phoenicians
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Junior Social Science major and Co-director of History Faire,
Mason Spivy as George Washington

The History Faire was a good time for all involved.
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PHI ALPHA THETA CONFRENCE
By Bennett Anderson
The Phi Alpha Theta Arkansas Regional Conference took place
in Searcy, Arkansas at Harding University on April 2, 2022. First
established in 1921, Phi Alpha Theta is an academic honor society for
students and professors of history. Harding University’s own Eta Phi
chapter was honored to host the regional conference for the first time
since 2017.
Over a dozen students from across the state presented their
historical papers at this year’s conference. Apart from Harding,
participating universities included the University of Arkansas, Arkansas
State University, and Arkansas Tech University. The speakers, both
undergraduate and graduate students, covered a range of topics from 19th
century political figures to the historical analysis of the banana. The Eta
Phi chapter would like to thank the Brackett Library and the Harding
History House, as well as Dr. Steve Breezeel for providing technical
support and plenary speaker Dr. Fred Bailey.

Harding University Presenters

Eric Johnson
Blood Must Flow: Arkansas Militia
Wars of 1868-1869
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Elijah Fisher
Abraham Lincoln and the
Marathon of Emancipation

Grace Ann Green
Olympe de Gouges: A Woman Too
Revolutionary for Revolution

Casey Lay
Monkey Business: Piecing
Together the Scopes Trial from the
Press, the Populists, and the
Progressives

Guest Presenters
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John Harrod, University of Arkansas
Robert F. Kennedy: Campaign of 1968
David Gleason, Arkansas State University
German Revolutionaries and Texas Secession
Jared Allinson, Arkansas State University
Changing Conceptions of Nature and U.S. Economic Interest in
Mexican California
Allie Morris, University of Arkansas
The Earthquake of John Brown
Nicholas Terra, Union University
The 1775 Bermuda Gunpowder Plot: An Analysis of Its Historical
and Cultural Significance
Anne Adams, Union University
A “Sincere and Informal” Relationship: Twentieth-Century
Popular Monarchy and the Bond Between Wilhelmina of the
Netherlands and Her People in World War II
Hannah Shepherd, Arkansas Tech University
Communities Collide: An Overview of the Early Twentieth-Century
South Asian Immigration Experience in America
Kyra Franks, Arkansas State University
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The Polarizing Banana: A Look into Twentieth Century American
Society Through the Lens of a Fruit
Madison Garett, Arkansas State Universtiy
Expressionism in Weimar Cinema and Its Cultural Influence on the
Modern Film-Making Industry
Zane Brown, Arkansas State University
Liturgy of the Plains
Special Presentations

Public History Panel
I: Creating an
Exhibit on Preacher
Roe
Chair: Rachel
Walters
Panelists:
MaryKyle Bartlett,
Avery Barnett,
Elijah Fisher,
Cody Johnson

69

Tenor of Our Times

Public History
Panel II: Working in
Preservation &
Celebration
Chair: J.R. Duke
Panelists:
Angela Gibbs,
Curator,
Jacksonport State
Park
Bonnie Marberry, Park Interpreter, Jacksonport State Park
Sarah Wilhoit, Director of the Interior Architecture and Design
Program, Harding University
Hannah Wood, Archivist and Special Collections Librarian,
Brackett Library
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Plenary Speaker:
Dr. Fred Bailey, Abilene
Christian University

Award Winners
John Harrod (left), Best
Undergraduate Paper on
American History
David Gleason (right), Best
Graduate Paper
Anne Adams (not pictured),
Best Undergraduate Paper
on World History
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Guns, The Skies, & Blood

Articles
From Spark to Flame: A Study of the Origins of Gunpowder Firearms
by Avery Shepherd
“Blood Must Flow:” The Arkansas Militia Wars of 1868-1869
by Eric Johnson
Glenn Curtiss: Master of Sky and Sea
by Paxton Davis

Photo: “F4U-5P and F4U-5N Fighters c1947”
By: US Navy
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Gunpowder
"Barut"
By Satirdan Kahraman
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FROM SPARK TO FLAME: A STUDY OF THE ORIGINS OF
GUNPOWDER
By Avery Shepherd

Sun Tzu said, “In order to carry out an attack, we must have means
available. The material for raising fire should always be kept in
readiness.”28 Throughout history, nothing has been able to harness
and effectively employ the destructive power of fire quite like
gunpowder. Originating in the Medieval period, the use of
gunpowder in weaponry has taken on many forms, from fireworks
to incendiary devices to modern guns and all the variations thereof.
Most scholars agree that this powerful substance was
originally created and used first in China. On the note of
gunpowder’s journey west, however, there is disagreement. Some
scholars believe the linear invention theory, that gunpowder was
invented in China around the ninth century AD, where it was
traded or captured through the Mongolian Empire, to the Islamic
states, and on to Europe, where it was developed into modern-day
field artillery. Others believe the independent invention theory, that
each nation developed gunpowder through their own alchemical
studies by the multitude of medieval Chinese alchemists in the
East, Ibn Al-Baytar and his successors in the Middle East, and
Marcus Greaceus and Friar Roger Bacon in the West. Because of
the presence of precursors to guns in both technological use and
nomenclature, and the similarities of the late advancements of the

28

Sun Tzu, Art of War, (Monee, IL: Filiquarian Publishing LLC,
2021), XII-2.
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East and the early advancements of the West, the strongest theory
is the linear invention theory.29
Most definitions of gunpowder firearms differ slightly.
While gunpowder was a means to throw a projectile at high speed,
it was also used as a weapon on its own as an incendiary.30 Later
versions of Greek Fire, the extremely effective incendiary from the
Greek islands, contained gunpowder.31 Thus, some sources include
petroleum-based and alcohol-based weapons in the arguments of
the invention of gunpowder firearms. While these are weapons that
utilize fire, they do not contain gunpowder and are considered
outliers to modern guns.
The most accurate identifier for early gunpowder is the
presence of the primary element, saltpeter, or Potassium Nitrate,
which is sometimes called niter, or Chinese Snow. Black powder,
the original form of gunpowder, is the combination of saltpeter,
sulfur, and charcoal in a ratio of around 6:1:2 respectively.
Civilizations in the early Medieval Period experimented with
different ratios or recipes, eventually settling on one similar to the
aforementioned, presented in the Liber Igneum by Marcus
Greaceus in the late thirteenth century.32 While the definitions of
29

A. Rahman Zaky, “Gunpowder and Arab Firearms in the Middle
Ages,” Gladius, VI, (DEC 1967), 47; J. R. Partington, A History of Greek Fire
and Gunpowder, (Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press), 1999, 22;
Tonio Andrade, The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise
of the West in World History, (Princeton: Princeton University Press), 2016, 31;
and Robert Holmes, “Medieval Europe’s First Firearms,” Medieval Warfare,
Vol. 5, No. 5, (NOV/DEC 2015), 49.
30

Ling, Wang, “On the Invention and Use of Gunpowder and Firearms
in China,” Isis, Vol. 37, No. ¾. (Jul., 1947), 167.
31

Partington, Greek Fire, 49.

32

Partington, Greek Fire, 49.
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gunpowder can be simplified to the presence of a single element,
the facts surrounding the invention and diffusion of this weapon
are not as simple.
Three areas of interest emerge when studying the trade and
diffusion of this invention. The first area of interest lies in the far
East, including China, India, and the Mongol territories of Tibet,
Eastern Siberia, and as far West as modern-day Afghanistan. The
scholar Wang Ling places the earliest dates of the discovery of
saltpeter at 85AD, citing Robert Norton, and a book titled Pao P’u
Tzu from the late third century which mentions the use of saltpeter
in Taoist alchemy, though this information is not corroborated by
other scholars.33 What is corroborated is the repeated practical use
of saltpeter and precursors to gunpowder by the ninth century AD
as a medicine and light explosive. The Wu Jing Zong Yao, a
Chinese alchemical book, marks the date for the invention of a
gunpowder recipe around 1044 AD.34 Wang Ling describes the
nature of this document saying, “The publication was meant to
serve military purposes, and not only points out a detailed and
perfected method for preparing and keeping gunpowder, but also
explains its use for different kinds of arms.”35
In the Far East, gunpowder firearms such as fire arrows,
Fire Lances, and fire bombs were used against the raiding
Mongolian horsemen in the North. The most developed weapons
were used as incendiaries, using gunpowder to quickly start fires
33

Ling, “Use of Gunpowder,” 161.

34

Ling, “Use of Gunpowder,” 162; Andrade, Gunpowder Age, 2; and
Joseph Needham, “The Guns of Kaifeng-Fu: China’s Development of Man’s
First Chemical Explosive,” The Creighton Century, 1207–2007, (London:
University of London Press), 2009, 160.
35
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rather than utilizing explosive power to throw shrapnel or
projectiles. Seeing the notable destructive power these weapons
had on the raiders, the Mongols took some of the firearms and
manufactured their own versions of each weapon. It was not long
before these new weapons were employed by the Mongols in
various sieges such as Genghis Khan’s siege of the Jin capital of
Kaifeng in 1232.36 After the Mongols began to use gunpowder
firearms, nations like India took and utilized the technology for
themselves in roughly the same manner.37 In this way, the Mongols
were the driving force of linear travel, at least in the Far East.
The second area of interest is the Middle East and a large
portion of the Balkans. This includes the area around modern-day
Iran, Syria, through Egypt and Turkey, and includes parts of
Greece, Serbia, Romania, and Bulgaria. This area was dominated
by the Byzantines and Islamic nations during this time. The first
document noting the invention of gunpowder in this area comes
from the Aldusian Ibn al-Baytar who calls it “Chinese Snow.”38
Despite the disagreement on how the technology arrived in the
Middle East, the trend of Westward movement continued. The
Turks quickly developed their own form of gunpowder weapon
and used it against the Byzantines with great success. The
Byzantines then captured the technology and used it for

36

Andrade, Gunpowder Age, 45; and Kate Raphael, “Mongol Siege
Warfare on the Banks of the Euphrates and the Question of Gunpowder (12601312),” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 19, No. 3, (Jul 2009), 360.
37

Iqtidar Alam Khan, “The Role of the Mongols in the Introduction of
Gunpowder and Firearms in India,” Proceedings of the Indian History Congress,
Vol. 55, (1994), 199.
38

“Setting the Record Straight: The Miracle of Islamic Science.”
Excerpted from: Appendix B of The Miracle of Islamic Science by Dr. K Ajram.
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themselves, albeit to a much lesser degree.39 For the Middle East,
the linear travel theory took on the form of warfare rather than
physical travel.
The final area of interest is Western and Central Europe.
This area includes modern-day Spain, France, Germany, England,
Austria, Hungary, and was dominated by the Germans and English.
Feudalism was developed at this point, which aided in the
diffusion of technology in Europe. The local lords were constantly
trading or warring in order to gain the upper hand. The use of
experimental gunpowder was quite common for these nations.
The Europeans used gunpowder cannons in warfare by
1326 AD, but how the technology came to the area is still in
contention. One point of view claims that Europe developed the
technology independently through the alchemical works of Marcus
Greaceus and Friar Roger Bacon. Another claims that, like the
Turks and Mongols, the nations saw gunpowder used by their
neighbors to the East and took it for themselves through trade or
warfare. Many who subscribe to the latter discuss whether the
technology came from the Mongols, traveling through modern-day
Ukraine, or the Turks, likely being looted during the Crusades.
Regardless, the technology was given a new recipe by Friar Roger
Bacon and used in warfare no later than 1326 AD as proven by a
preserved image of a soldier using a cannon. From there, the
Europeans continued to develop cannons and other types of field
artillery that were used with great success against neighboring forts
and castles.40
39

Partington, Greek Fire, 22; Raphael, “Mongol Siege Warfare,” 360;
and Zaky, “Arab Firearms,” 47.
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Andrade, Gunpowder Age, 90; and Kelly DeVries, “Gunpowder
Weaponry and the Rise of the Early Modern State,” War in History, Vol 5, No.
2, (Apr 1998), 130.
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Each of these areas of interest make a claim that they
developed the technology first, or at least without the help of
neighboring nations. This is not unsurprising when recognizing
that this is a nationalistic conversation. Scholars who have pride in
their nation want to prove it unique, special, or otherwise great.
Each area of interest developed their own form of gun after the
technology came to them, which gives an opening to say that each
area developed the technology independently.41
The first point of set of evidence supporting the linear
invention theory is nomenclature. The original word for
gunpowder comes from Chinese texts which call it “fire medicine,”
denoting the original use for the invention. Early into gunpowder’s
use as a weapon, it was still referred to as medicine.42 This carried
over to the Islamic nations, where gunpowder was known as
Chinese Medicine or Chinese Snow until later when it was given
the name Barud was used to classify its modern use.43 There is no
such preceding term for Europe. Early forms of European
gunpowder are either unnamed or referred to directly as
gunpowder. This enforces the idea that the Europeans had no use
for the substance other than as a gun-style weapon, unlike the other
two groups mentioned. That being said, the real evidence against
independent invention comes from the interconnectivity of the
world at this time.
The argument of Turkish origin shows this most clearly.
The first mention of gunpowder in the Middle East comes from a
manuscript by the botanist Ibn Al-Baytar, who refers to it as
41

“Setting the Record Straight.”
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Ling, “Use of Gunpowder,” 162; and Andrade, Gunpowder Age, 30.
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Zaky, “Arab Firearms,” 47.
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Chinese Snow early in the thirteenth century. While it was
originally used as a medicine, similarly to China, it was not long
before it was developed into a weapon. There is no evidence that
the development of the medicine or the weapon is independent.44
In addition, the use of gunpowder by the Mongols in sieges against
the Middle East, specifically the invasion of Syria in 1259,
promotes the idea that the Turks captured the invention from the
Mongols or Chinese rather than developing it on their own.45 The
scholar A. Rahman Zaky goes further to make the claim, “The
Arabs, thanks to their communication with China since the tenth
century and before, were not long before they learnt the art of
making gunpowder . . .”46
The much more confusing claim comes from Europe.
Europe had two major alchemists who advanced the study of
gunpowder. Marcus Greaceus, or whoever used that name as a
pseudonym, gave a recipe for Greek Fire that contained saltpeter,
thus fulfilling the conditions of the initial research question around
the same time as gunpowder was being discovered in China. The
issue is that the use of gunpowder in Greek Fire did not advance
beyond additives and elements of Greek fire are not seen in later
advancements of gunpowder firearms.47 The advancement and
development of gunpowder would come from Friar Roger Bacon.
Based on Bacon’s recipe given in the late thirteenth century,
Europe would quickly develop cannons of every size.
The truly unique development to Europe, which some
scholars point to as evidence of independent invention, is the idea
44

Zaky, “Arab Firearms,” 47.
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of anti-structure firearms. The nations to the East used gunpowder
weapons against enemy soldiers because of the way structures
were built in those areas. It was faster, easier, and more efficient to
burn the people inside the structures or meet them outside than to
raze the building entirely. A notable example of this is the
comparison of castle walls between the Europeans and Chinese.
The Europeans built large vertical structures that could easily repel
an invasion of foot soldiers, even if they brought their ladders,
siege towers, or battering rams. These large stone structures
effectively repelled attacks from footsoldiers, but they would prove
ineffective against the overwhelming power of a large cannon. The
Chinese, however, had castles much larger in land area but much
lower in height. These castles were close to the ground and often
built into the surrounding earth. They had sectioned designs that
forced attackers to breach multiple doors, and their walls, being
dug into the ground, could resist almost any form of attack,
including an attack by a large cannon. After the development of the
cannon, Europe’s castle walls would look very much like China’s,
but it would take some time for this to take place. By then, the
advancement of the cannon had already made itself a mainstay in
European warfare.
What is much more vital to the argument of independent
invention is the existence of predecessors to a gun. While there
were successful experiments with gunpowder attached to arrows
and even livestock, the first unique gunpowder firearm is
recognized as the Chinese Fire Lance. Early versions of this
weapon were a single-use pole with gunpowder propellant attached
to the end. The package of gunpowder had a fuse that was lit and
ignited the whole package, which threw fire in the direction the
pole was pointed. Advancements to the Fire Lance added an early
form of ammunition, where the package of gunpowder could be
83

From Spark to Flame
taken out and the pole was reused, thus making the use of the Fire
Lance more practical. Later, the Fire Lance added metal balls and
other bits of shrapnel to the end of the gunpowder package. This is
the first gun, an incendiary pole that threw shrapnel in addition to
flame, somewhat akin to a modern buckshot shotgun.48
This kind of progression did not occur in the Islamic
nations, which further weakens the argument of independent
invention. It is, however, present in Europe from certain points of
view pertaining to Greek Fire. The issue with this is the broken
lineage of Greek Fire. The recipe has been lost and remade from
scratch a multitude of times. The most documentation comes from
the version of Greek Fire used by the Byzantine Empire, which is
similar but not identical to the original version. In addition, if
Greek Fire could be counted as a definite precursor to what the
Europeans would develop, there should be elements of that
technology in those firearms. Greek fire, or any other forms of that
technology, is not seen in the advancement of gunpowder
firearms.49
The early advancement of firearms in Europe is a weapon
very much like the Fire Lance, though instead of throwing flame or
shrapnel, this weapon fired a single shot. The technology for
cannons would be developed as the needs for larger projectiles
arose, but until that time, the Chinese Fire Lance and the European
Handgonne were too similar to ignore. The technologies were even
used in the same anti-personnel roles.50
48
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Although each nation that gained gunpowder technology
developed a way to make the technology unique to them, the idea
that it rose independently in each nation is mistaken. The
arguments for a linear westward path are supported by linguistics,
surrounding technological advancements, and the similarities
between the different nations’ weapons. The arguments for
independent invention, pointing to the independent alchemical
studies of the time, hold very little ground. So, the journey of
gunpowder weapons is akin to the journey of the sun, rising in the
east and traveling west.
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“BLOOD MUST FLOW:” THE ARKANSAS MILITIA WARS OF
1868-1869
By Eric Johnson

Section A: Introduction and Historiography
Introduction
On a Searcy summer night in 1868, Confederate veteran
Albert H. Parker went out to get a bucket of water from a local
spring. Parker had not been living in Searcy for long and was still
relatively new in town. Those who knew him had been told that
Parker was there to buy horses and cattle. This, however, was a lie,
and the men who met Parker at the well that night had just learned
the truth.
When Parker arrived at the water spring, five men drew
their pistols and informed Parker that he was under arrest. Parker
soon discovered, however, that these men were not in fact officers
of the law and had no intention of delivering him to the local
authorities. He likely realized this as soon as he was gagged and
dragged to another well located on an abandoned farm almost a
mile away. Parker would learn in whose custody he was really in
when the men assumed their infamous Ku Klux disguises.
The Ku Klux Klan’s interest in Parker originated with a
local inquiry into Parker’s mysterious behavior. After residing in
Searcy for some time without purchasing any cattle, Searcy
residents grew suspicious. The Klan began to investigate Parker—
watching his movements, asking around, and even screening his
outgoing mail. This was no difficult task, as the local postmaster
himself was a Klan member. In reading Parker’s mail, the Klan
found the answer to their questions about Parker. For these
emboldened vigilantes, it was no longer time for investigation, but
time for action.
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For what the Klan found was that Parker was in fact no
cattle rancher, but a spy sent by Governor Powell Clayton with the
task of infiltrating the Searcy Ku Klux Klan den. Parker had
succeeded in compiling a list of names of the members of the local
den and was preparing to return to Little Rock shortly and report
his findings to Clayton. Not only would Parker never make it back
to Little Rock, he would never make it off of that abandoned farm.
His body was found almost two years later at the bottom of the
well.1
***
The story of Albert H. Parker is not without a home in the
historical narrative of Arkansas history. Reconstruction in
Arkansas, as was the case throughout the American South, was
marked with widespread political and racial violence. A
particularly turbulent chapter of this era is known as the Arkansas
Militia Wars of 1868-1869. The Militia Wars consisted of two
major phases. The first was the uprising of terroristic violence
aimed at Arkansas Unionists and freedmen in the months before
the 1868 presidential election. Parker’s murder fits neatly into the
narrative of this first phase. The second phase began the day after
the November 3 election, when Governor Powell Clayton declared
martial law in ten counties and deployed the state militia to
establish order and ensure that the county governments reasserted

1

Stanley F. Horton, Invisible Empire: The Story of the Ku Klux Klan,
1866-1871 (Montclair, NJ: Patterson Smith, 1969), 253-257; Thomas A.
DeBlack, With Fire and Sword: Arkansas, 1861-1874 (Fayetteville: University
of Arkansas Press, 2003), 189.
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control over the population.2 The militia campaigns succeeding in
quelling the domestic disturbances in the following months and
martial law was lifted from the final county in March of 1869,
thereby ending the Militia Wars.3 The actions and conduct of the
militia, however, during their respective campaigns were highly
controversial and criticized by many Arkansians.
The events of this period are marked by their tragedy,
controversy, and predictability. All in all, the domestic terrorism
that was plaguing Arkansas society during this period made it
necessary for Clayton to declare martial law and deploy the militia.
While the Arkansas Militia Wars are notable for being perhaps the
most successful attempt by a state government during
Reconstruction to counter the actions of the Ku Klux Klan, it did
little to substantially change Arkansas’ Reconstruction trajectory.
Not only would domestic terrorism and civil instability return and
continue to disrupt Arkansas throughout Reconstruction, but the
militia campaign heavily damaged the reputation of the Republican
party in Arkansas. In a way, the Militia Wars really contributed
more to the eventual redemption of Arkansas politics than it did to
prevent it, by severely damaging the already fragile reputation of
the Republican party in Arkansas.
In the end, Southern resistance to Reconstruction proved
stronger than Washington D.C.’s willingness to force the South to
reconstruct. This larger truth can be seen clearly in the Militia
Wars. Arkansas, like the rest of the former-Confederacy,
demonstrated the tenacity and persistence necessary to repel
Reconstruction efforts long enough for priorities in Washington to
2

Allen W. Trelease, White Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy and
Southern Reconstruction (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1979), 159.
3
DeBlack, With Fire and Sword, 199.
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shift to new goals. Thus, the Militia Wars ultimately just delayed
the inevitable and failed to deliver a lasting domestic peace or
protection for African Americans in the state.
Historiography
The three preeminent works on the Arkansas Militia Wars
are The Aftermath of the Civil War, in Arkansas by Powell
Clayton, White Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy and the
Southern Reconstruction by Allen W. Trelease, and With Fire and
Sword: Arkansas, 1861-1874 by Thomas A. DeBlack.4 These
works provide the most comprehensive accounts of the events
surrounding and relating to the Militia Wars and are the most
frequently cited sources in peripheral studies.
The Aftermath of the Civil War is by far the leading work
on the topic, as it is the autobiography of the central character of
the Militia Wars story: Governor Powell Clayton. Clayton
published this autobiography in 1915 and it provides a detailed
account of his executive actions during the years of the Militia
Wars. Additionally, Clayton constantly cites other primary
documents throughout the book, such as newspapers, legal
documents, and the Arkansas House Journal. Altogether, these
components make The Aftermath of the Civil War the leading
source for information on the Arkansas Militia Wars. As one might
expect, Clayton defends his actions and therefore takes a proRepublican view and accuses Arkansas Democrats of being the
aggressors and ones responsible for the bloodshed of this time
period.
4

Powell Clayton, The Aftermath of the Civil War, in Arkansas (New
York: Negro Universities Press, 1969); Trelease, White Terror; DeBlack, With
Fire and Sword.
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White Terror was published in 1971 and is the leading
study on the creation and actions of the Ku Klux Klan during
Reconstruction. The chapter entitled “The Arkansas Militia vs. the
Ku Klux Klan” provides the single most in-depth account of the
Arkansas Militia Wars of 1868-1869, and practically all studies
written since rely on and cite this paramount study. With Fire and
Sword was published in 2003, and its chapter entitled “‘Good
Healthy Square, Honest Killing’: The Militia War, 1868-69”
provides one of the most complete scholarly retellings of the
Militia Wars, second only to White Terror. Both of these works
share a similar historical interpretation of the Militia Wars which
departs from the Dunning school of thought and instead gives
Clayton qualified praise for his actions.
In addition to these three main sources, Invisible Empire:
The Story of the Ku Klux Klan 1866-1871 by Stanley F. Horn and
A Confused and Confusing Affair: Arkansas and Reconstruction
provide the next best overall narratives of the Militia Wars.5
Invisible Empire, published in 1969, is comparable to White
Terror, though not as comprehensive or detailed. However, it does
provide a few new insights and stories that White Terror does not
cover as extensively. In the 2018 book A Confused and Confusing
Affair, the chapter “‘It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over’: Political
Violence in Reconstruction Arkansas, 1865-1892,” written by
Kenneth C. Barnes, gives another one of the best available
narratives of the Militia Wars. This chapter functions as a recent
scholarly summary of preexisting works on the matter, and

5

Horn, Invisible Empire; Mark K. Christ, ed., A Confused and
Confusing Affair: Arkansas and Reconstruction (Little Rock: Butler Books
Center, 2018).
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therefore is helpful in giving a thorough overview of the history
but provides little to no new findings.
Otis A. Singletary has produced several prominent works
that are deeply insightful on the Arkansas Militia Wars, including
his 1957 book Negro Militia and Reconstruction and 1956 article
“Militia Disturbances in Arkansas During Reconstruction.”6 Negro
Militia is among the top resources for the Southern militia
movement in the Reconstruction South, and therefore has a
relatively wide scope that does not focus specifically on the
Arkansas Militia Wars of 1868-1869 in great detail. However, it
does much to place these events in their broader context and
illuminates general trends that are very helpful for properly
understanding the Arkansas Militia War. Additionally, Negro
Militia, as well as the “Militia Disturbances” article, are notable for
their focus on the legal issues facing Clayton’s organization and
deployment of the state militia. Such considerations are not
addressed as thoroughly in other major sources.
Major works on Arkansas Reconstruction that include
helpful sections on the Militia Wars include The Impact of the
Civil War and Reconstruction on Arkansas: Persistence in the
Midst of Ruin by Carl H. Moneyhon and Reconstruction in
Arkansas, 1862-1874 by Thomas S. Staples.7 The Impact of the

6

Otis A. Singletary, Negro Militia and Reconstruction (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1957); Otis A. Singletary, “Militia Disturbances in
Arkansas During Reconstruction,” The Arkansas Historical Quarterly 15, no. 2
(1956).
7
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93

Blood Must Flow
Civil War and Reconstruction, published in 2002, includes an
emphasis on the evolution of the Arkansas economy during this
period, and how these economic factors influenced sociopolitical
behaviors. This book gives little attention to the Militia Wars but
nonetheless is a major work on Arkansas Reconstruction and is
commonly cited in other sources. Published in 1923,
Reconstruction in Arkansas presents, in the words of DeBlack,
“the standard Dunning school interpretation.”8 As one of the
earliest secondary sources published on Arkansas Reconstruction,
it represents the dominant historical interpretation of the times.
Scholarly articles of precise focus provide beneficial local
detail. Relevant and notable studies include “Reconstruction in the
Ozarks: Simpson Mason, William Monks, and the War that
Refused to End” by Brooks Blevins, “The Killing of Congressman
James Hinds” by William B. Darrow, and “D. P. Upham,
Woodruff County Carpetbagger” by Charles J. Rector.9 These were
all published in the Arkansas Historical Quarterly.
This paper will draw upon all of these sources and
synthesize their research into a single unified, cohesive narrative
on the Militia Wars.

8

DeBlack, With Fire and Sword, 243.
Brooks Blevins, “Reconstruction in the Ozarks: Simpson Mason,
William Monks, and the War that Refused to End,” The Arkansas Historical
Quarterly 77, no.3 (2018); William B. Darrow, “The Killing of Congressman
James Hinds,” The Arkansas Historical Quarterly 74, no.1 (2015); Charles J.
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Historical Quarterly 79, no.1 (2000).
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Section B: Chronological Narrative
The Beginnings of Arkansas Reconstruction
The long, violent process of Reconstruction in Arkansas
effectively began after the Union army’s capture of Little Rock in
September 1863. When federal troops under the command of
Major General Frederick Steele overwhelmed the Confederate
forces stationed at and surrounding the state’s capital, the
Confederate state government that had been operating there was
forced to flee.10 Three months after Steele retook Little Rock,
President Abraham Lincoln announced his Reconstruction plan,
commonly known as the “Ten Percent Plan.” Unionists in
Arkansas responded swiftly, and by January 1864 had achieved the
required threshold of loyalty oaths and held a convention in Little
Rock to draft a new state constitution.11 The convention also
elected Isaac Murphy, the only delegate to vote against secession
at the Arkansas Secession Convention in 1861, as the state’s
provisional governor.12 In March, the new constitution was
overwhelmingly approved for ratification in a statewide election
that also voted in a new state legislature.13
The Murphy government proved to be short lived and
ineffective. While Lincoln legally recognized the legitimacy of this
new Unionist state government in Arkansas, the U.S. Congress did
Thomas A. DeBlack, “Civil War through Reconstruction, 1861
through 1874,” Encyclopedia of Arkansas,
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/civil-war-through-reconstruction1861-through-1874-388/.
11
Morris S. Arnold et al., Arkansas: A Concise History (Fayetteville:
University of Arkansas Press, 2019), 188.
12
Michael B. Dougan, “Isaac Murphy (1799-1882),” Encyclopedia of
Arkansas, https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/isaac-murphy-116/.
13
Arkansas: A Concise History, 188.
10
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not.14 In the congressional elections of 1865, turnout in Arkansas
was very low, in large part due to an infamous voting constraint
passed by the Murphy government.15 Termed the “Iron Clad
Oath,” this voting provision required all eligible voters to swear
that they had not supported the Confederacy since March 1864.16
Thus, the 1865 elections in Arkansas, much like the 1864
elections, were restricted to only Unionist voters.
Confederate re-enfranchisement finally came in large part
due to an 1865 ruling from the Supreme Court of Arkansas that
struck down the Iron Clad Oath requirement as unconstitutional.17
With this voting constraint gone, the 1866 midterm elections
would be the first postwar elections held in Arkansas without strict
restrictions on former Confederates.18 The results were an almost
complete changing of the guard. Every incumbent official who was
up for reelection was voted out. In the words of Civil War Colonel
Willoughby Williams, the Conservatives aimed to “recover
through the ballot box what they had lost by the sword.”
19
The actions taken by the new Conservative government
were predictable in that they reflected the widespread Southern
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impulse to resist a radical Reconstruction.20 For example, the
Conservative state government in Arkansas, along with most of the
South, refused to adopt the Fourteenth Amendment.21 Historian
Kenneth C. Barnes concludes that the actions of the Conservative
state government indicated that the “ex-Rebels seemed to think
that they could take back their former dominance, simply minus
slavery.”22
The U.S. Congress stepped in to address these trends,
which were characteristic throughout the South, in March 1867
with the passage of the Military Reconstruction Act. This signaled
the national transition from Presidential to Congressional
Reconstruction.23 Under this act, the former Confederacy (except
Tennessee, who had been the only state to adopt the Fourteenth
Amendment) was divided into five military districts and each
placed under the control of an appointed military officer. Congress
also placed federal troops in charge of overseeing voter registration
these military districts.24
Arkansas was put into the Fourth Military District, along
with Mississippi, which was headed by General E.O.C. Ord.25 Ord
quickly moved to suspend the actions of the existing Conservative
20
“Conservatives” in this time period referred to a political faction
mostly comprised of prewar Democrats and Whigs who opposed Republican
Reconstruction. The Conservatives were soon reabsorbed back into the
Democratic party.
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government and organized a November statewide election to
decide on whether to have a new constitutional convention.26
Under the new federal statute, Ord controlled the franchise in the
November 1867 election.27 Two things were notable about which
Arkansians were determined to be eligible voters in the upcoming
elections. First, the Iron Clad Oath was reinstituted, thereby
disenfranchising ex-Confederates again.28 Second, 21,696 Black
men were added to the state’s electoral rolls. These would be the
first Black men to vote in Arkansas.29
In the November elections, Arkansas voters
overwhelmingly approved the initiative and so a convention was
held in January 1868 in Little Rock to redraft the state
constitution.30 These elections and the January convention in 1868
were dominated by Arkansas Republicans. The Republican party
of Arkansas first emerged in April 1867 when a statewide
convention was held just a month after the beginning of
Congressional Reconstruction.31 The constitution drafted at the
convention disenfranchised ex-Confederates, enfranchised
freedmen, and gave freedmen the right to serve on juries, hold
public office and serve in the militia.32 A ratification vote for the
26
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new constitution was set to be held in March, alongside
congressional and state elections.33
As Republicans were going about with their Reconstruction
initiatives, state Conservatives held two important gatherings of
their own. The first meeting was held in December 1867, where
members resolved to begin cooperating with the national
Democratic party at large.34 The second meeting was a state
convention held in January 1868 and marked the emergence of the
postwar Democratic party of Arkansas.35
In the March elections, the constitution was ratified,
Republicans swept state offices, and Powell Clayton was elected
governor.36 Regarded as one of the best federal cavalry
commanders in the Trans-Mississippi theatre during the Civil War,
Clayton bought a cotton plantation near Pine Bluff in 1865 and
settled there at the end of the war.37 Clayton was born in
Pennsylvania and was living in Kansas at the time the Civil War
broke out.38 A prewar Democrat who was initially supportive of
President Andrew Johnson’s lenient Reconstruction policies,
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Clayton became an active Republican after becoming convinced
that “a Union man could not live in the State in peace.”39
The new legislature quickly adopted the Fourteenth
Amendment and applied for re-entry into the Union.40 When the
U.S. Senate voted to approve a bill allowing Arkansas’ re-entry on
June 22, Arkansas became the first state to rejoin the Union under
the conditions stipulated by the Congressional Reconstruction
Acts.41
In retrospect, these early developments after the passage of
the Military Reconstruction Acts mark the high point for
Republican interests for reconstructing Arkansas politics and
society. In the early summer of 1868, all major Reconstruction
goals were being achieved in Arkansas: reentry into the Union,
abolition of slavery, citizenship and voting rights for freedmen,
and the prevention of the secessionist antebellum leaders from
reasserting political control. Yet despite the early success of these
Congressional Reconstruction efforts, the Democrats and exConfederates refused to accept defeat. Such a fact is the key truth
of not only Arkansas Reconstruction, but Reconstruction on the
whole throughout the South. In the words of Barnes,
“disenfranchisement in 1868 eliminated political activity as an
option for Conservative-Democrats, leaving illegal force as the
way to pursue their interests.”42
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The combination of the politically ambitious and
aggressive Arkansas Unionists with the disenfranchisement of exConfederates (which was more restrictive in Arkansas than most
other Southern states) set the stage for the period of political
violence that would ensue following the inauguration of the new
Republican government in 1868.43
Rise of the Ku Klux Klan in Arkansas
As Arkansas Democrats reorganized in response to
Republican takeover in early 1868, an outbreak of political and
racial violence occurred throughout much of the state.44 The
violence was typically directed towards the key constituents of the
new Republican party—Unionists and freedmen—and often aimed
at “disrupting voter registration and intimidating prospective
Republican voters.”45 Of the White Arkansans attacked,
Freedmen’s Bureau agents and county registrars were especially
targeted.46
In addition to issues surrounding the upcoming fall
election, Clayton’s reestablishment of the state militia further
incited his opponents to violence. This move would prove to be
very consequential for Arkansas’ Reconstruction process, as
historian Otis Singletary notes that “in no other state were these
43
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forces [state militias] used as often or as actively as in Arkansas.”47
Men responded from many different areas of the state, but most
heavily from the Ozark region.48 The racial makeup of the new
Arkansas militia was of considerable notice and importance, as
many African Americans joined the new force’s ranks. Under state
law, only eligible voters could join the militia; therefore freedmen
could join and ex-Confederates could not. 49 Singletary notes the
importance of this: “The feeling of resentment that resulted from
placing armed Negroes in positions of authority over Southern
whites goes a very long way toward explaining the violent reaction
that inevitably accompanied militia activities.”50 The inclusion of
freedmen in these units led to their being termed “negro militias.”
The ultimate goal of and party responsible for this cycle of
violence have been historically disputed. Republicans and
Democrats each blamed the other as being the responsible party.51
Furthermore, some believed these attacks were only concerned
with influencing the fall 1868 elections, while others, such as the
assistant commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, Major General
C.H. Smith, believed they were an attempt to overthrow the state
government.52 However, as historian Allen Trelease notes, “most
of the specifically political terrorism was aimed at local officials
rather than at the state government itself.”53 Whatever the case, this
wave of domestic terrorism coincided with the emergence of the
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Ku Klux Klan in Arkansas, and many of these attacks can be
directly linked with the Klan.54
Historian Eric Foner defines the Klan as, “a military force
serving the interests of the Democratic party, the planter class, and
all those who desired the restoration of White supremacy.”55 The
Ku Klux Klan was originally formed in Pulaski, Tennessee in 1866
as a pseudo-fraternal organization without criminal intentions. But
as Reconstruction became harsher for non-Unionist Southerners in
the time of Congressional Reconstruction, the nature of the
organization shifted towards violence, vigilante justice, and White
supremacy.56 New “dens” began to appear around Tennessee in
1867 and in Arkansas by early 1868.57Although it remains unclear
to what extent Klan activities in the state were directed and
controlled at the state level or locally organized, historian Thomas
DeBlack concludes that “it seems very clear that the rise of the
organization coincided with the beginning of a massive campaign
of terror and violence in all but the northwestern counties in the
state in 1868.” 58
The period of domestic terrorism that ensued started as
early as May and continued through November. Southern and
northeastern counties were the most heavily affected areas, while
the southeast and northwest counties were the least. This fits with
social trends in Arkansas, as the southern and northern areas of the
54
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state had been plagued with “lawless bands” even before the Civil
War, and the southeast and northwest had high African American
populations and strong Unionist support.59
Southern Region
The southern counties with documented violence include
Ashley, Bradley, Columbia, Drew, Hempstead, Lafayette, Little
River, Sevier and Union. In Bradley and Columbia Counties,
parties of armed riders patrolled the roads, “shooting into the
homes of freedpeople,” and “threatening Unionists of both
races.”60 A state legislator from Columbia County wrote Clayton in
August and informed him that twenty Black men had been killed in
the previous ten days.61 On October 22, the Little Rock Morning
Republican claimed that fifty freedmen had been killed in
Columbia County.62 Clayton was also informed that the registrars
in Columbia County were harassed and pressured to register exConfederates.63
In Drew County, a group of fourteen Klansmen kidnapped
Deputy Sheriff William Dollar from his home one night in
October. The Klansmen tied a rope around Dollar’s neck and tied
the other end around the neck of Fred Reeves, a local freedman.
The two were dragged 300 yards from Dollar’s house, shot dead,
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and then left on the road in an entangled embrace.64 In November,
two Black preachers, who were also local Republican leaders, were
taken from their homes and whipped.65
Violence was particularly harsh in the southwest counties
near Texas. This area was unique in that it had never been
occupied by Union forces during the Civil War, had repelled the
Red River Expedition campaign near the end of the war, and
therefore was particularly unwilling to submit to Reconstruction
demands. In addition to Klan violence, this region was home to the
infamous desperado Cullen Montgomery Baker. A sociopathic
outlaw, Baker became a “defender of the Lost Cause” and
domestic terrorist in Arkansas in the early aftermath of the Civil
War.66
In late October, the Cullen Baker gang ambushed a group
consisting of the sheriff of Little River County, as assistant U.S.
assessor, a Freedmen’s Bureau agent, and a freedman as they were
traveling to Rocky Comfort.67 Only the sheriff managed to escape
and survive.68 A “negro militia” was raised and sent to go after the
killers. The militia soon encountered a party of “300 armed whites
who forced it to surrender and give up its arms.” Reports state that
militiamen were then shot down and Black women were raped.69
Before the year ended, Baker killed another Freedmen’s Bureau
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agent, several soldiers, and an uncertain number of freedmen in
Arkansas.70
In Sevier County, L.G.L. Steel wrote to Clayton stating that
he and another Republican, Mat Locke, had been threatened with
violence and had resorting to hiding out in the woods for the entire
month before the election. In his letter to Clayton, Steel declared,
“I bless God that I am a republican, but regret that I live in a
government that gives me no protection. It is probable that I will
be in eternity when you receive this letter.”71
Northeast Region
The northeastern counties with documented violence
include Crittenden, Cross, Independence, Jackson, Mississippi and
Woodruff. Crittenden County, directly across the Mississippi River
from Memphis, has been described as “the most persistent center
of Klan activity in Arkansas.”72 Here, the Klan raided and patrolled
throughout the summer and fall, and hanged several people near
the end of October.73 The county’s Freedmen’s Bureau agent,
Captain E.G. Barker, reported that, “a group of around ninety
Klansmen was trying to take over the county by assassinating
leading Republicans.”74 Barker was later shot through an open
window at his office, but would survive the injury.75
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Woodruff County is notable not only for the substantial
Klan violence and intimidation that occurred there during this
period, but also for being the home of one of the most colorful and
controversial Republican leaders in the state, D.P. Upham. A
“carpetbagger” like Clayton, Upham moved to Augusta, Arkansas
from Massachusetts after serving in the Union army.76 Upham was
elected to the Arkansas House of Representatives in the March
1868 elections and was a “staunch defender of the rights of the
freedmen and a dedicated foe of the Ku Klux Klan.”77
In August, Woodruff Klansmen attacked Republican
convention delegates twice, and soon after held a meeting in an
Augusta church.78 At this meeting, a former Confederate officer
named A.C. Pickett publicly predicted that the state government
would soon organize and deploy a militia, and that Upham would
likely help lead this effort. Pickett then declared, “I will be the first
man to fire a gun, I will climb over the last nigger to get to
Upham.”79 Additionally, local Democrats placed a bounty on
Upham. Upham was not intimidated, but emboldened by these
threats. Writing to his brother, Upham stated, “There is no
alternative for them [the Klan] but to rise en masse, and if they do
that, we will whale hell out of the last one of them, and never allow
one of them to return and live here. There is no other way, as I told
Gov. Clayton, nothing but good healthy square, honest killing
would ever do them any good.”80
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Just as Pickett predicted, Upham became very active in
assisting the organization of the militia in Woodruff County.
However, on October 2, Upham and the Woodruff County registrar
were attacked by gunmen while traveling in the northern part of
the county. Both survived.81
Northern Region
The only two northern counties with substantial
documented violence are Boone and Fulton County. Klan activity
in this region was very limited. However, a series of escalating
activities in Fulton County almost led to a major battle between
militiamen and Klansmen. In September, Democrats in Fulton
formed a club that local Republicans determined to be a Ku Klux
Klan den. In response, the Republican sheriff, E.W. Spear, raised a
local militia and dispatched it to patrol the county.82 On September
19, a group of six militiamen were ambushed on a country road
while on duty.83 Simpson Mason, who was a Freedmen’s Bureau
agent and the county registrar, was killed in the attack.84 Sheriff
Spear immediately suspected the Klan as the party responsible, and
particularly Colonel N.H. Tracy, a wealthy farmer who was
thought to be a leader in the local Klan. The day before the killing,
Mason had refused to register Tracy’s younger brother to vote.85
Spear quickly assembled a posse of about thirty men who
went and arrested several of Tracy’s followers. Hearing of Spear’s
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actions, Tracy went into hiding and later fled the county. At this
time, the Klan began raiding and intimidating local officials.86
Republicans countered by appealing to Colonel William Monks of
Missouri, a “Union guerilla leader,” for help.87 Monks, who was a
friend of Mason’s, answered this plea by swiftly crossing over into
Arkansas with seventy-five armed men who were quickly sworn
into the Arkansas militia.88 These men arrived in Fulton County on
September 25 and joined forces with the local militiamen at
Tracy’s farm, which had been seized by the militia. The militia
was hunkering down on the farm in anticipation of a Klan
counterattack.89 Several other men were arrested for involvement
in Mason’s murder, but all but four were soon released. Reports
indicate that many of these prisoners were tortured, including
Captain L.D. Bryant, who was allegedly hung by the neck until he
confessed to being a leader in the Klan and that the Mason murder
had been a coordinated attack.90 Upon Monks’ arrival, the Klan
sent out a call for help from nearby counties, stating that they
needed reinforcements to free the prisoners being held on Tracy’s
farm. Allies immediately poured into the county, and in just a few
days, a force of 700 had assembled and was ready to do battle.91
A truly bloody conflict was averted only by the arrival of
circuit judge Elisha Baxter, who successfully convinced Monks to
release the prisoners to law enforcement.92 Baxter sent a deputy
sheriff to Tracy’s farm to transfer the prisoners safely to Salem, the
86
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county seat. On the way back to Salem, a band of fifty armed men
took one the prisoners, Uriah Bush, and shot him to death in the
woods. Spear later claimed that this was the Klan punishing a
prisoner that they suspected of having divulged information to his
captives, while local Democrats claimed that this was Monks’ men
disguised as Klan members. When the rest of the prisoners arrived
at Salem, they were released for lack of evidence.93
Eastern Region
While there was little Klan activity in eastern Arkansas,
two of the most notorious assassinations of this entire period took
place in Monroe and Phillips County, respectively. Interestingly,
the two politicians slain were practically political opposites but
with coincidentally similar last names: Hindman and Hinds. The
first to be killed was Thomas C. Hindman. Hindman served as a
Democratic U.S. Congressman for Arkansas before the Civil War
and was a Major General in the Confederate Army.94 During
Reconstruction, Hindman was unique amongst Democrats for
supporting freedmen suffrage and hoping to “form a biracial
coalition against the Republicans.” Hindman’s political talent led
him to rise in popularity just as he had before the war until he was
shot through an open window on September 27 while sitting with
his family in his Helena home. He died from the wound and the
assailant was never identified.95 Hindman was the only known
Democrat to be assassinated in Arkansas during this time.
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The other prominent politician who was killed in this
region was James M. Hinds. Hinds was a Minnesota lawyer who
moved to Little Rock in 1865 at the age of thirty-one and was
elected to the U.S. Congress in the March 1868 elections.96
Credited with being one of the first White men in Arkansas to
champion voting rights for freedmen, Hinds was an outspoken
advocate for radical Reconstruction policies in Arkansas.97 In the
summer of 1868, Hinds received a number of death threats.98 On
October 22, Hinds and fellow Republican politician Joseph Brooks
were shot by George W. Clark. Brooks was not mortally wounded,
but Hinds’ wound was fatal. As he lay dying in the road, Hinds
managed to retrieve his pencil and write the following on the
inside band of his hat: “My name is James Hinds. I am shot in the
body and shall live only a few minutes. My wife is at East
Greenwich, N.Y. Wife, take care of Jennie and Annie.”99 Hinds
was not only “the highest-ranking government official to be slain
in any state during Reconstruction,” but also the first sitting U.S.
Congressman to be assassinated in American history.100
***
Such is an overview of the political and racial violence that
swept throughout the state in the months after the March elections
and leading up to the November elections in 1868. This has not
been an entirely exhaustive list of documented terrorism and
murders that exist from this period. Reports sent to Clayton
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indicate that over 200 murders took place in the three months
before the November elections.101 Clayton claimed that hundreds
of additional freedpeople were killed by “unrestrained Ku Klux
nightriders.”102 Even though Clayton assembled the state militia in
August, he refused to deploy the militia before the elections were
conducted, insisting that “the whole principle of the ballot is a free
expression of the public will, and the use of military force, either at
the registration or election, is not desirable.”103 Clayton
summarizes the state of civil commotion in his autobiography as
such:
It proved to be absolutely impossible for the State
authorities, in the face of the ingenious Ku Klux means to
block their operations, to bring any member of the Klan to
justice through ordinary criminal proceedings…The
question resolved itself into a plain proposition: Should the
Ku Klux organization rule Arkansas, or should its members
be made subservient to the laws of the State?...As a last
resort the declaration of Martial Law and the suspension of
the Writ of Habeas Corpus became inevitable.104
The Arkansas Militia Wars
Republicans fared well in the November elections.
Republican presidential candidate Ulysses S. Grant won Arkansas
by a margin of about 3,000 votes, and the three Republican
Congressmen up for reelection all held their seats (A.A.C. Rogers
assumed Hinds’ seat).105 These Republican victories likely
101
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prevailed in no small part due to the fact that Clayton declared that
fair voter registration had not taken place in fourteen counties and
consequently threw out the votes cast in those counties.106
Now that the elections were over and Republicans had
maintained control of the state government, Clayton decided to act.
On November 4, the day after the election, Clayton issued a
proclamation declaring martial law in ten counties: Ashley,
Bradley, Columbia, Craighead, Greene, Lafayette, Little River,
Mississippi, Sevier and Woodruff.107
In the proclamation, Clayton issued a warning that if
counties not placed under martial law failed to cooperate with the
State’s actions or displayed similar illegal behavior, “Martial Law
will be extended to them, and war, with all its horrors, may be
precipitated upon the State.”108 Clayton was not bluffing, as he
later would extend martial law to Conway, Crittenden, Drew and
Fulton counties.109 Essentially, as Barnes observes, “Arkansas was
again in a state of war between the two sides that had fought it out
earlier in the decade.”110 Except this time, instead of the calling the
opposing forces Union soldiers and Confederate soldiers, it was
militiamen against Klansmen.111 The fighting that ensued between
these forces came to be known as the Arkansas Militia Wars.
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At the offset of the conflict, Clayton was unable to provide
the assembled militiamen with proper arms or supplies. Many
militiamen, therefore, brought their own guns and horses.112 To
meet the needs of the military force at large, the militia was
authorized to commander the supplies deemed necessary for
continued functioning from local residents. This would prove to be
an incredibly unpopular policy amongst many Arkansians and led
many to view the military actions of the state government as
tyrannical and unnecessarily abusive. While the militiamen were
instructed to distribute vouchers to those whose supplies were
confiscated, in practice these vouchers were typically only honored
for Republican citizens.113
Under the provisions of General Order No. 8, which was
issued four days after Clayton’s initial declaration of martial law,
Arkansas was divided into four military districts. A military
commander was assigned to each district (except for the northwest
district) and was tasked with occupying the counties placed under
martial law.114 The militia troops were without standardized
uniforms and therefore identified themselves by tying a piece of
red cloth to their hats or sometimes left arms.115 In total, about
2,000 men fought for the state in the Militia Wars. Most of these
men were White Unionists from the north and west and freedmen
from the south and east. Companies were typically segregated by
race.116
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Southwestern District
Robert F. Catterson was placed in charge of the
southwestern district. Catterson served as a brigadier general for
Union army and was a state legislator at the time martial law was
declared. Catterson and his 360 mounted White men militiamen
were the first in the state to take the field, as they assembled on
November 13 in Murfreesboro.117 Before Catterson arrived, one of
his subordinates, Major Josiah Demby, was notified that there was
a supply of arms being stored at Centre Point. Demby promptly
responded by dispatching a militia company of one hundred Black
men to Centre Point with instructions to seize the weapons.118 The
militiamen proceeded to search the town and seize weapons,
ammunition, horses and other supplies they found.119 According to
a local resident, after a store merchant refused to allow the
militiamen into his store to search for weapons, the militiamen
“broke open the doors and completely gutted the store, taking
away saddles, bridles and everything else they wanted.”120
Additionally, the militia held a number of residents under armed
guard in a nearby field as the search was conducted.121
After hearing that a large crowd of angry citizens from
adjacent areas were gathering outside the town, the militia
company began to retreat back to Murfreesboro while Catterson
took the rest of his men and headed towards Centre Point.
Moreover, residents claimed that they had not been informed of the
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state of martial law that existed, and instead insisted that they were
responding to reports of “lawless marauders.” Regardless,
Catterson and the Black company regrouped about seven miles
outside of Centre Point and soon encountered the civilian force on
the outskirts of town. Barnes identifies this civilian army as “a
large force of Klansmen and their supporters,” and the violence
that ensued as “rural Arkansas’s equivalent of urban warfare as the
two sides fought their way through buildings in Centre Point,
ending with the militia routing the opposition.”122 One militiaman
and eight local residents were killed in the battle.123
After winning the Battle of Centre Point, Catterson and his
men searched the town again. In a building where a sniper had
been firing during the conflict, the militia found a “den of the Ku
Klux Klan, with their disguises hanging about the walls, and with a
Confederate Flag spread over the altar where candidates knelt and
took their prescribed oaths.”124 In a trap door above the Klan den,
the militiamen found several men hiding, including a former
Confederate major and a Democratic state auditor. In total the
militia captured sixty prisoners in Center Point, with some being
sent to Little Rock for trial. 125
From Centre Point, Catterson proceeded to move through
several other counties in the district with orders to “select the
worst” for arrest and quell the guerilla forces. Two people were
hanged in Little River County and seventeen others were arrested
and held for trial. All seventeen were released after martial law
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was lifted.126 The militia apprehended one of the members of the
Cullen Baker gang who had participated in the October attack on
the assistant U.S. assessor, Freedmen’s Bureau agent, and
freedmen. The gang member was tried, convicted and publicly
executed in quick succession. It is thought that Baker himself was
at the Battle of Centre Point and had eluded the militia’s search.
Clayton issued a $1,000 bounty for Baker, dead or alive. Baker
was eventually killed by a posse of local citizens in Miller County
on January 6, 1869.127
Reports indicate that Catterson’s militiamen engaged in
abusive and criminal behavior throughout their campaign. One of
the most notorious incidents occurred in Sevier County, where a
Black militiaman raped a White woman while four other
militiamen raided her home. Catterson promptly had the rapist
executed by firing squad and the robbers dishonorably discharged.
While the militia continued their practice of seizing supplies from
local citizens, Catterson insisted that some of the incidents his men
were blamed for were actually perpetrated by desperado gangs
who were not affiliated with the state militia. Catterson authorized
citizens to “shoot such men on sight.” Catterson’s militia was also
charged with torturing prisoners for confessions as well as local
citizens. In their pursuit for mules in Little Rock County, the
militiamen were accused of hanging an elderly White farmer with
a trace chain and choking an eleven-year-old boy nearly to
death.128
Through all of these actions, Trelease concludes that the,
“Conservatives in that region were more fearful of the militia than
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of the Ku Klux criminals they had earlier supported or condoned.”
Citizens began traveling to Little Rock to entreat Clayton to lift
martial law in the region. Deciding that Catterson had succeeded in
rooting out the Klan insurgents, Clayton lifted martial law in all
areas of the southwestern region by February 1869. 129
Southeastern District
Colonel Samuel W. Mallory was placed in charge of the
southeastern district. Born in New York, Mallory served as a
captain in the Fifteenth Indiana Cavalry and moved to Arkansas
during the Civil War. In Arkansas, Mallory become a leading
advocate for freedmen. With three companies of Black militiamen
raised in Little Rock and Pine Bluff, Mallory and his men arrived
in Monticello on November 30.130 Despite facing no armed
opposition, a few militiamen engaged in “indiscriminate shooting”
that yielded no casualties but nonetheless alarmed local residents.
The following day, 200 concerned locals gathered and planned to
disarm the Black militiamen. 131
In early December, a bipartisan committee of four
prominent citizens from Drew County met with Clayton to discuss
ending the state of martial law in their county. Clayton recalled
that “in the deliberations that followed I became very much
impressed with the good faith of this Committee.”132 The
committee proposed forming a non-partisan “home guard” that
would restore civil authority and obey the military officer of their
129
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district. Clayton agreed, and the Black militia companies stationed
in Monticello were dismissed. On their way home, several
militiamen pillaged a number of homes.133
Around the same time, Catterson joined Mallory in
Monticello and the militia began to conduct a series of arrests,
including that over Stokely Morgan. Morgan was charged with
participating in the double murder of Sheriff Dollar and Reeves
that had taken place in October. Morgan was convicted by a
military commission and executed. Clayton noted that, “the
execution of Morgan had a very salutary effect, resulting
immediately in the flight from the State of thirteen desperadoes
from the County of Drew, who were never permitted to return.”134
Catterson and Mallory returned to Little Rock in early January
1869 and were met with a military parade. Martial law was lifted
in the southeastern district on February 6, 1869.
Northwestern District
There was never a military commander assigned to the
northwestern district, and the only county in this district ever
placed under martial law was Conway County. As the state militia
become active in the southern region of the state, Klan raids
resumed in the county.135 On December 2, a Black man was killed
outside Lewisburg and a Republican-owned hotel in the town was
set on fire by six men in disguises. The fire spread and burned
much of downtown Lewisburg. Republicans blamed local
Klansmen for committing these crimes.136 A local militia, directed
133
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by the county sheriff, quickly arrested three suspects. One of these
suspects, Thomas Hooper, was shot and killed by the militia. A
peace justice in the county wrote to Clayton, claiming that,
“lawlessness, with all its horrors, reign supreme here…I do not try
to maintain the authority and majesty of the law, for I am well
convinced that at least half of the people here are of the Ku-Klux
order.”137 In response to these developments, Clayton extended
martial law to the county on December 8.
A Black militia company began to monitor Democratic
areas of Lewisburg and were soon joined by three White militia
companies. Another fire broke out on December 16 when a local
merchant was killed and his shop set on fire. While Democrats
immediately blamed the militia for setting this second fire, the
commander of the Lewisburg militia wrote that not only had the
militia not started the fire but had been trying to put the fire out. As
had happened in Drew County, a committee of concerned citizens
went to see Clayton and assure him that civil order would be
restored. Clayton lifted martial law in the county on January 12,
1869.138
Northeastern District
General D.P. Upham was placed in charge of the
northeastern district. Clayton had actually wanted to placed Joseph
Brooks, a prominent Republican and advocate for freedmen, in
charge of this district, but Brooks declined and suggested Upham
instead. DeBlack claims that, “Nowhere did the actions of the
militia stir more controversy than in northeast Arkansas.” 139
137
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Upham arrived in Augusta on December 8 with about one
hundred “poorly armed white militiamen.” Upon arrival, Upham
and his men seized all the guns and ammunition they could find
and, along with the required help of local citizens, began to put up
breastwork defenses.140 Citizens claimed that the militiamen raided
the town, and Upham’s actions verify these reports, as he arrested
a group of soldiers for robbery and forced them to return the stolen
items.141 Adjutant General Keyes Danforth was sent to investigate
the accusation of plundering and found that most of the complaints
came from the confiscation of arms. Perhaps the worst conduct
was that of Captain John Rosa, who made a practice of arresting
citizens and only releasing them after receiving a ransom payment.
Rosa himself was soon arrested for blackmail and sent to Little
Rock to stand trial. 142
Soon after Upham’s arrival, a force of 200 men, led by
A.C. Pickett, began mobilizing nearby.143 In response, Upham took
fifteen local citizens hostage and threatened to kill them and
destroy the town if attacked.144 Pickett and his men stood down,
and Upham let most of the hostages go. Upham held on to a few
who were wanted for previous crimes and proceeded to arrest
several others in the town. Military commissions were held and
several prisoners were executed. Soon after Pickett’s force
dispersed, another force assembled, comprised of men from
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surrounding counties. Upham dispatched his troops to attack and
“quickly routed them.” 145
Clayton lifted martial law in Woodruff County soon after on
December 16. 146
Around the same time that martial law was lifted in
Woodruff County, it was extended to Crittenden County, which
would be the last county in the state to have martial law lifted. A
federal officer reported that the Klan had several hundred members
in the county and was executing “a reign of terror, intimidation,
and murder.”147 Colonel James Watson was placed in charge of the
militia force in Crittenden County. Under the direction of Upham
and with a company of Black militiamen, Watson headed out from
his base in Helena on Christmas Eve. On Christmas night, the
militia camped out in the woods near Madison, where it snowed
six inches. The poorly equipped men endured, “much suffering”
that night, but continued on and regrouped with three other
companies of Black militiamen a few days later outside of Marion,
the county seat.148
Watson had about 400 men under his command at this
point, many of whom were Union veterans and considered “the
best troops in the state service.”149 First, he sent a small cavalry
detachment into Marion and they caught the Klansmen unprepared
and made several quick arrests. Then Watson marched the rest of
the militia into town, established a headquarters at the county jail,
145
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and began fortifying defenses.150 Klansmen from both Arkansas
and Memphis began raiding the militia headquarters at night. After
failing to penetrate the militia’s defenses, the Klansmen laid siege
and trapped the men inside the military outpost. Fortunately for the
militia, six companies of cavalry led by Monks arrived from
Missouri and broke the siege.151
Local residents accused both the Missourians and the state
militia of plundering and abuse. Four Black militiamen under
Watson’s command raped two White women and were promptly
court marshalled, convicted, and executed. This case gained
national attention. Another militiaman was convicted and executed
for robbing and killing a local resident. 152 In addition, several
Klansmen that had been arrested were killed while under the
custody of Watson’s militia. Watson claimed that the men had died
while trying to escape, but nonetheless this incident sparked further
outrage from many.153 Martial law in Crittenden County on March
21, 1869, thus ending the Arkansas Militia Wars.154
Section C: Conclusion
Arkansas was a dangerous place to be during the Militia
Wars of 1868-1869. Republicans, Unionists, and African
Americans all faced violent persecution from the Arkansas Klan or
Klan-like actors, and ex-Confederates, Democrats, and even local
residents not active in politics were made to the fear the wrath of
the state militia. As stated earlier, the developments of this period
150
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failed to make a lasting impact, except for instilling even more
passionate feelings of hostility and divisiveness amongst
Arkansians.
The key issue that provoked this violence was the passage
of the Military Reconstruction Acts in 1867 and the inauguration
of the era of Congressional Reconstruction. These acts were
impactful primarily because they forced Arkansas to recognize
Black citizenship and Black voting rights for the first time in its
history, and this became the main catalyst for the violent uprising
that occurred. Both Confederate disenfranchisement and
Republican political rule strongly contributed to the frustrations,
but both had existed earlier in Arkansas’ Reconstruction and, while
unpopular at the time, they did not provoke the level of domestic
terrorism that arose when the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted.
Additionally, many Southerners simply refused to accept the
Confederate army’s loss in the Civil War and were prepared to use
violence to resist any political repercussions that came with the
Confederate military defeat. Therefore, the blame for this violence
ought to be placed first on the Arkansians who refused to allow the
freed slaves to transition from slaves to citizens peacefully.
While Clayton was justified in declaring martial law when
he did, his goals of creating a lasting peace were only effectively
accomplished in the short term. In the long term, Clayton’s actions
did little to change Arkansas Reconstruction. Nonetheless, it is
commendable that Clayton did what he could when he did to
protect the rights of Black Arkansians, prosecute the terrorism
perpetrated by the Klan, and restore law and order. However, the
conduct of the militia was often deplorable and sometimes
worsened the state of social conditions in Arkansas. It appears
discipline was adequately administered to militiamen who engaged
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in criminal activity, and therefore there was a restraint and real
interest in keeping the militia campaigns accountable. But
nonetheless, the abuses were so common and so widespread
throughout the state that the militia campaigns must be criticized
for their overall lack of professionalism.
There is no easy answer to be given for how Reconstruction
should have been handled; and the same applies for the Arkansas
Militia Wars. In retrospect, students of this conflict, however,
should note the bravery of the African Americans who sacrificed
their lives attempting to assert the rights their government told
them they had. The Black struggle to assert legal protection and
social equality after manumission would prove to be a major issue
in the American South that no two-year militia conflict in Arkansas
could effectively solve.
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GLENN CURTISS: MASTER OF SKY AND SEA
By Paxton Davis

The start of the twentieth century marked a time in the
United States when frontiers were being discovered and tamed.
Among these frontiers was the frontier of the skies. Wilbur and
Orville Wright made their first flight in 1903, and this opened a
new area for innovation and conquest as America grew more
dominate as a world power. While the Wright brothers’ flying
machine was successful in creating the first recorded heavier than
air flight, there was another American aviator whose contributions
would rapidly propel the airplane into new leagues, both in the air,
and on the water. Glenn Hammond Curtiss improved the airplane
through his development of lightweight, powerful engines, and his
contributions to naval aviation in the form of the hydroplane and
flying boat.
The roots for Curtiss’s aviation engine development started
many years prior to the first flight of an airplane. Glenn Curtiss
grew up in the town of Hammondsport, New York, and as a boy,
he was very bright in mathematics, but dropped out of school after
eighth grade to begin work assembling cameras for the Eastman
Kodak camera company in 1892.1 After he was laid off from this
job, he began working for James H. Smellie, the local druggist,
who also owned a bicycle shop.2 Curtiss increased his skill level
through this work, and later opened his own bicycle shop in 1899.
In addition to repairs and selling some of the most sought-after
1
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brands in his shop, he also used his mechanical knowledge to
create his own highly profitable brand, Hercules.3 Although Curtiss
was highly successful in his work with bicycles and became
somewhat of a local legend for his ability at winning bicycle races
in the area, he wanted to go even faster.
In his pursuit of speed, Curtiss moved on from the bicycle
to a relatively new invention at the time, the motorcycle. Curtiss
began his first attempt at creating a motorcycle by ordering an
engine through the mail which, upon arrival came unassembled,
with no instructions, and lacking a carburetor. This did not deter
him from reaching his goal, however, so he worked with his team
in finding out how the motor should rightly be assembled and
created his own carburetor out of a tomato can with gauze screen.4
The finished product, which he named the Happy Hooligan, had
several other tin cans soldered on for various purposes, and while it
did not appear to be as refine as other machines, it did run, and was
a success for Curtiss in his first step in engine development. From
this first motorcycle, Curtiss embarked on a new journey in
creating faster, more powerful engines for his motorcycles.
The thrill of the speeds capable of being reached on a
motorcycle drove Curtiss to keep improving his engine designs.
Curtiss created his second engine, which weighed 190 pounds, by
using the largest castings available. It was powerful and could
speed the motorcycle at 30 miles per hour, except for when it
would explode and rip itself loose from the frame.5 Because of this
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problem, Curtiss decided to build his own engines with the
conviction that they be lightweight, yet still powerful. In order to
test his new engines, and to gain public attention for his company,
Curtiss began entering several motorcycle races. The most
important of these early races happened on January 30, 1904, at
Ormond Beach, Florida, where Curtiss won the ten-mile race in
eight minutes and 54 seconds, shattering the previous record and
lasting for seven years.6 With this win, Curtiss gained national
attention and received a flood of orders for his engines to be used
for motorcycles and even flying machines.
The potential power of the Curtiss engine, exhibited
through motorcycle racing, led to its uses in airships as well as
motorcycles. Because of the success Curtiss had in the Ormond
Beach race, he received an order from Thomas Baldwin for the
production of five two-cylinder motors. Baldwin was an airship
innovator whose business was based out of San Francisco. Baldwin
left San Francisco to meet with Curtiss in Hammondsport, and the
two became great friends. Curtiss continued to improve his designs
for Baldwin’s balloons, and through this, Curtiss motors soon
became known as the best motor in America for aeronautic work.7
Curtiss’s successes here drove him to continue his development
and experimentation with new motors.
The Curtiss philosophy of building powerful, lightweight
engines had proven very successful in flight. However, Curtiss did
not let this lessen his desire for greatness, and he began to
construct an even larger motor, one that would be faster than
anything the world had ever seen. This new engine was an air
6
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cooled V8, which produced up to forty-horsepower, and weighed
over 200 pounds. In order to test this new motor, Curtiss had a
custom-built motorcycle frame for the motor and took it to
Ormond Beach, Florida. Here, in January 1907, Curtiss covered
the one-mile course in a time of 26.4 seconds and set a world
record of 136.36 miles per hour.8 Curtiss became the fastest man in
the world with this achievement, for no motorcycle, automobile,
airplane, or train had ever gone that fast before. Thus, the new
Curtiss engine had proven itself worthy as capable for powering all
types of new aeronautical experiments.
Among the thousands who had taken interest in Curtiss and
his motors, was the famed inventor Alexander Graham Bell. Bell
had purchased one of Curtiss’s motors for his own experiments in
1905, and in 1907, he invited Curtiss to join himself and John
Alexander Douglas McCurdy and Frederick W. Baldwin, both
Canadian engineers, in Baddeck, Nova Scotia for a series of flying
experiments.9 From the pooling together of these great minds came
several theories on how to better the current state of aviation. Also,
during his time with Bell, it was suggested by Mrs. Bell that a
group be formed to learn more about the mechanics of flight, and
so Aerial Experiment Association, or AEA, was formed, with
Curtiss being chosen as the director of experiments.10 During its
lifetime, this organization accomplished many feats, thanks to the
use of Curtiss engines in its machines. However, the greatest test
for Curtiss’s engines was yet to come.
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The race for the Gordon Bennett Aviation Cup at Rheims,
France in August 1909 tested Curtiss and his engines on a stage
against some of the greatest flyers from around the world. By this
point, Curtiss had experienced many successes with flights with
the AEA. However, by now, the AEA was disbanded, after lasting
two years, and Curtiss had started his aircraft company, HerringCurtiss, with the help of wealthy aviation enthusiast Augustus
Herring.11 Curtiss was chosen by the Aero Club of America to
represent the United States in the meet, and Curtiss planned to do
so with a new motor design.12 This new engine was a fiftyhorsepower V8, which was built in secret. However, upon arriving
at the meet, Curtiss found that Louis Blériot, the famed French
aviator, who was favored to win the contest, had changed his
motor to an eighty-horsepower V8 after information leaked out
about the engine Curtiss was using.13 In his attempt on August 28,
Curtiss finished the course in a time of 15 minutes and 50 seconds.
Curtiss won the Gordon Bennett Cup, and he was congratulated by
several of the Americans present among the crowd of 150,000,
including former president Theodore Roosevelt, who declared his
performance “bully.”14 With the victory at Rheims, Glenn Curtiss
proved to the world that his engines were the best of the best. The
11
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engine used in this flight was later improved and sold as the
Curtiss OX, which was one of the most popular airplane engines
during the 1910s and was later used to power some of his flying
boat models.15 Curtiss continued his racing career as an aviator and
entered several races both domestically and abroad, both for the
recognition, and the prize money, which helped him grow his
business.
The race from Albany to New York on May 29, 1910,
proved to be one of the most difficult races Curtiss entered, and
through it, gave him a new vision for aircraft development. The
course went along the Hudson River starting in Albany and ending
in New York. While people had flown long distances over water
before, as in the case of Blériot, who had recently flown across the
English Channel, Curtiss saw this as a much more difficult flight,
for the total distance was 152 miles and there were several hills
and cliffs which would prevent any chance of a safe emergency
landing. In addition, these cliffs created erratic wind currents that
would greatly affect his plane.16 Curtiss took all of these risks into
consideration, and carefully mapped out his flight in advance and
studied the wind currents and any possible landing spots.
On the morning of May 29, 1910, Curtiss set off. At the
same time, there was also a train which was going from Albany to
New York on rail and carried Mrs. Curtiss. Curtiss suffered no
troubles for the first part of the trip and refueled halfway at
Poughkeepsie. During the second half, things went smoothly as
well, until he reached West Point, where the winds became
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extremely rough and continued as he went through Storm King and
Dunderberg, where his plane dropped and almost touched the
water.17 The danger did not last long however, and Curtiss finished
the course in two hours and forty six minutes, finishing ahead of
the train that had left with him.18 Upon his arrival, Curtiss received
the 10,000 dollar prize for the competition as well as the Scientific
American Trophy for the third year in a row. In addition to these
prizes, he also received a message from President Taft which read,
I am intensely interested in what Mr. Curtiss has done. It seems
that the wonders of aviation will never cease. I would hesitate to
say that the performance of Mr. Curtiss is an epoch because
tomorrow we may hear that some man has flown from New York
to St. Louis. Mr. Wright told me at the time the ten-mile flight
from Fort Myer was made that the chief difficulty was in flying
over unknown territory. Mr. Curtiss seems to have surmounted
this, and I am glad he has. His Flight will linger long in our
memories.19
The flight from Albany to New York was a great achievement for
Curtiss and a true test of his aviation development. This experience
in flying over the water led him to look for new ways to improve
the airplane that would make it better suited for this type of travel.
One of the main organizations who took notice of Curtiss’s
over water flight was the United States Navy. The navy had been
increasingly interested in the possibilities for airplanes to be used
as scouts for ships, but there had not been any way that such an
operation would be possible with the current state of the airplane at
17
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the time. Curtiss was also interested in this opportunity, and wrote
to the Secretary of the Navy, George von Lengerke Meyer, on
November 29, 1910 in which he stated the advantages of airplanes
to military branches, and also offered to train navy pilots at no
expense.20 Earlier that month, Eugene Ely had taken off from a
wooden platform built on the deck of the scout cruiser,
Birmingham, using a Curtiss biplane.21 Although he did touch the
water with his wheels and slightly damaged the propeller, this
flight proved there was a possible use for airplanes in the navy.
After this, Curtiss went about solving the problem of landing an
airplane on a ship. To test this, the armored cruiser Pennsylvania,
had a wooden deck built on it, similar to the Birmingham. Curtiss
faced the issue of how to slow the aircraft down in the limited
space for a landing. He accomplished this by creating the first
“arresting gear” ever installed on a ship through a series of ropes
and sandbags.22 The test took place on January 18, 1911, with
aviator Eugene Ely performing the task. The landing was
successful and there were no problems during the course of it.
After it was over, Curtiss described it as, “probably one of the
greatest feats in accurate landing ever performed by an aviator.”23
These two accomplishments were very influential in showing the
uses for airplanes in naval operations and built a relationship that
would only grow between Curtiss and the navy.
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Glenn Curtiss then continued his experiments with naval
uses for aviation. The Albany to New York flight had shown how
useful it would be for an airplane to be able to take off and land on
the water, however, no attempts at this had ever succeeded.
Previously, when he was experimenting with the AEA, he had
attempted such a flight using pontoons strapped to the bottom of an
experimental airplane, however, the trials never met success, as the
airplane was never able to take off. In order to overcome this
challenge, Curtiss moved from Hammondsport, New York to
North Island in San Diego Bay, where he believed he could work
in private and have a more suitable location for his experiments.24
In January 1911, he made several attempts, and each ended with
new modifications being made to make flight possible. Then, on
January 26, 1911, success finally came, as the plane was able to
take off and fly close to the ocean without any problems. Curtiss
described this first flight be saying,
When we brought the machine out on the 26th day of January
[1911] I felt that we ought to get some results. There were no
crowds of people present and there was no announcement of what
was about to happen. I had not expected to make a flight but
climbed into the aviator’s seat with a feeling that the machine
would surely rise into the air when I wished, but that I would only
try it on the water to see how the new float acted. Lieutenant
Ellyson spun the propeller, and I turned the machine into the wind.
It ploughed through the water deeply at first but gathered speed
and rose higher and higher in the water and skipped more and more
lightly until the float barely skimmed the surface of the bay. So
intent was I that I did not notice that I was approaching the shore
and to avoid running aground I tilted the horizontal control and the
machine seemed to leap into the air like a frightened gull. So
24
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suddenly did it rise that it took me by surprise. But I kept the
machine up for perhaps half a mile, then turned and dropped
lightly down on the water, turned around and headed back to the
starting point. The effect of that first flight on the men who had
worked, waited, and watched for it was magical. They ran up and
down the beach, throwing their hats up into the air and shouting in
their enthusiasm.25
Adjustments continued to be made, and a new pontoon made of
thin spruce was fitted for the flight on January 21, in which the
airplane flew several hundred feet above the water.26 This would
become the navy’s first airplane and was designated A-1.27 The
lessons learned from his many experiments with aircraft design
enabled Curtiss to reach this milestone in aviation history. The first
successful flight of a hydroplane marked new grounds for the
airplane in its uses by both civilian, and military organizations.
After the success of the hydroplane, Curtiss then worked
with the navy to develop uses for it with the current fleet. While it
is easy to see the advantages, an airplane would offer in terms of
scouting, there were no modern aircraft carriers or other means to
store such a technology. Curtiss reached a rather simple solution to
the problem; the airplane could land and taxi close to the side of
the ship, which could then lower a crane and pick up the plane and
store it on board.28 The test took place in San Diego Harbor on
February 17, and the Pennsylvania successfully hoisted the
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airplane on board and then off again.29 This advancement in naval
aviation proved one more way that the airplane could be of use for
the navy, and the practice of using hydroplanes for scouting with
this method continued for several years.
Following the successful use and adoption of the
hydroplane, the navy looked to Curtiss for ways that it could be
improved. In a meeting between Curtiss and the navy in September
1911, the navy asked for a hydroplane that had an enclosure for the
pilot, instruments, and was able to carry a passenger.30 In order to
fulfill these demands, Curtiss proposed his idea of the flying boat.
The flying boat, Curtiss believed, would have all the advantages of
a hydroplane, such as a plethora of landing grounds, and the
advantages of a boat, such as seaworthiness and protection for the
pilot.31 The first test of the flying boat took place on January 10,
1912, but it proved to be a failure. The problem was finding a way
to separate the hull from the water. It was not until a separation, or
“jog,” was added that would break the water away from the hull
that they finally reached success.32 Once this was done, the flying
boat worked very well, and was even able to carry two passengers
in tests the following week.33 Following these tests, the flying boat
was sent overseas to do many demonstrations in Europe and
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became the first American aircraft sold in the Middle East.34The
flying boat was one of Curtiss’s greatest contributions to naval
aviation, and proved itself in its performance across the world.
Curtiss’s flying boat continued to grow its legacy as an
important naval piece for several years and became the first
airplane to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. By 1917, the growing
threat of German U-boats made the navy look to Curtiss’s flying
boats as a possible answer.35 The Navy Curtiss NC flying boat had
begun initial production and was ready for testing. The tests took
place at Rockaway on Jamaica Bay in New York.36 After the
flyboat passed these tests, the navy decided it was ready for its
greatest challenge, a transatlantic flight, although by this time, the
war was already over. On May 8, 1919, the operation began, as
three NC flying boats, designated NC-1, NC-3, and NC-4, left
Rockaway, New York for Halifax, Nova Scotia to begin the first
leg of the journey.37 NC-1 and NC-3 arrived without incident, but
NC-4 suffered engine failure along the way, forcing it to stop for
repairs. On the sixteenth, the three left for the twenty-hour flight to
Azores. Poor weather caused only NC-4 to reach its destination, as
the other two lost courses, and their crews were rescued by nearby
freighters and naval ships.38 NC-4 remained at Azores three days
Gary Leiser, “John D. Cooper and His Demonstration of a Curtiss
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until the storm cleared before attempting the final leg to Portugal.
On May 27, NC-4 reached Lisbon, Portugal, and became the first
transatlantic flight. The success of the NC flying boat in the first
transatlantic flight demonstrated how Curtiss answered the navy’s
demands and challenged the odds in his design and knowledge for
naval aviation.
Glenn Curtiss’s work in aviation development in the early
twentieth century should be held in high regard. His early life
working with bicycles and motorcycles helped him create
powerful, lightweight motors that would later be used for aviation.
His interest in naval aviation also was of major use to the navy
with his invention of the hydroplane and flying boat. For these
reasons, Glenn Hammond Curtiss should be recognized as a
premier American aviator, whose efforts propelled the airplane
into new domains.
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THE WORK OF THE WOMEN: THE MISOGYNY OF THE
CONTAGIOUS DISEASE ACTS AND THE WOMEN WHO
OPPOSED THEM
By Grace Ann Green

In Kent and Kentish London from the years 1864-1881
there was an average of 17,417, nonconsensual, unethical, and
violating medical examinations conducted on women accused of
prostitution.1 These invasive examinations were the result of the
Contagious Disease Acts of 1864, 66, and 69. These Acts were put
in place in order to reduce the number of venereal diseases that
were being contracted by military men living in garrison towns and
naval dockyards. The Acts allowed any women who was suspected
of prostitution to be subject to examination. The policy and
practice of enforcing these Acts varied from place to place
throughout England. In some areas only the most blatant
disturbances of peace were cause for accusation, in other places
women were accused simply for loitering outside of an area for too
long a time.2 However, the commonality that was found
throughout England was that only women were accused and
punished. The Contagious Disease Acts targeted women as the sole
cause of the spread of venereal disease and ignored the role that
men played in the solicitation of sex. The Acts illuminated the
misogyny that tainted Victorian England. The Acts were met with
strong opposition as women broke their political silence in order to
protest these laws and encouraged other women to do the same.
The Contagious Disease Acts of 1864, 66, and 69 spurred a
1

Catherine Lee, “Prostitution and Victorian Society Revisited: The
Contagious Diseases Acts in Kent,” Women’s History Review 21, no. 2 (April
2012): 309.
2

Ibid, 307.
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women’s rights movement in England as women such as Josephine
Butler, Harriet Martineau, and Elizabeth Blackwell spoke out
against the misogynistic laws of Victorian England.
The idea of the perfect woman in Victorian society was one
of dependence, morality, and chastity. Women were to be
dependent upon their fathers, and when married, their husbands for
both economic and social status. They were supposed to aspire to
marriage and commit their lives to motherhood, confined within
the home. They were not to be as well educated as the man, as they
were to be inferior in every way. The exception to this inferiority
was in the realm of morality. In her book, Suffer and Be Still,
Martha Vicinus writes of the woman, “Morally she was left
untested, and kept under the watchful eye of her mother, in her
father’s home.”3 The woman was to personify innocence from
adolescence into adulthood. The idea of the chaste woman is also
apparent, as girls were kept sexually ignorant and taught to avoid
and suppress any form of sexual desire.4 There was an acute sexual
double standard in regard to how men and women conducted
themselves, as men were allotted a significantly greater measure of
sexual freedom than women. A man was socially permitted to live
a promiscuous life as a bachelor, as well as, to keep a mistress as a
married man, while at the same time women were supposed to
uphold and protect their virginity until marriage and then remain
undoubtedly faithful to their husbands.5 Keith Thomas, in his
article, “The Double Standard”, explained the realities of this
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double standard, “When men took liberties, women had to be
educated to tolerate them, and in the great mass if didactic
literature for young ladies one of the main themes was that women
should recognize that the double standard was in the nature of
things, that model wives should turn a blind eye to their husband’s
liaisons.”6 The need for women to maintain perfect purity, while
ignoring the sexual transgressions of their husbands is an idea that
was being passed down generationally in England, keeping women
trapped in the societal double standard. The double standard was
not only present in societal norms, but it was reinforced through
legislation. Women were not entitled to the same liberties as men
when it came to divorce laws, property laws, or prostitution.7
Prostitution was ample in Victorian England, although not
supported, it was viewed as a sexual necessity within society if
men were to be allowed to act on their unrestrained sexual desires,
and women were to remain pure and chaste. The idea that
prostitutes were a class of ‘fallen women’ who were needed to
maintain the purity of the rest of the nation was popularized in
W.E.H. Lecky’s History of European Morals. In this work he
described prostitutes as, “the supreme vice of...ultimately the most
efficient guardian of virtue...the unchallenged purity of countless
happy homes would be would pollute...she remains, while creeds
and civilizations rise and fall, the eternal priestess of humanity,
blasted for the sins of the people.”8 The idea of prostitution as “a
necessary evil and a buttress for the morals of society” did not
however guarantee prostitutes any rights or advantages within
6

Keith Thomas, 197.
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society.9 On the contrary prostitutes became the scapegoats for the
increasing outbreaks of venereal disease in military towns. The
Contagious Disease Acts were pieces of legislation that reinforced
the double standard within society as they only condemned women
and allowed men to remain unchecked in their sexual pursuits.
During the mid-1800’s the Royal Army and Navy saw a
great increase in the number of venereal diseases that were being
spread throughout the military bases. The number of men who
were afflicted with disease became so high that officers feared that
it would affect the effectiveness of the military. Prostitution in
garrison towns was targeted as the cause of the increasing number
of diseases. In 1864 Parliament passed the first Contagious Disease
Act, superseded by the Contagious Disease Act of 1866, which
was entitled, 'An Act for the better prevention of contagious
diseases at certain naval and military stations.’ This Act would
receive royal assent in 1869.10 These acts were put into place in
order to protect military men, however, they protected men at the
expense of women. Under the Contagious Disease Acts women
were subjected to nonconsensual and invasive medical
examinations if they were suspected of prostitution. Section four of
the 1869 Act states:

9
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“'Where an information on oath is laid
before a justice by a superintendent of
police, charging to the effect that the
informant has good cause to believe that a
woman therein named is a common
prostitute, and either is resident within the
limits of any place to which this Act applies,
or being resident within ten miles of those
limits, or having no settled place of abode,
has within 14 days' before the laying of the
information, either been within those limits
for the purpose of prostitution or been
outside of those limits for the purpose of
prostitution in the company of men resident
within those limits, the justice may, if he
thinks fit, issue a notice thereof, addressed
to such woman, which notice the
superintendent of police shall cause to be
served on her.' 'Moreover, any woman who,
on attending for examination, or being
examined by the visiting surgeon, is found
by him to be in such a condition that he
cannot properly examine her, shall, if such
surgeon has reasonable grounds for
believing she is affected with a contagious
disease, be liable to be detained in a certified
hospital, subject and according to the
provisions of the Contagious Diseases Act,
1866 to 1869, until the visiting surgeon can
properly examine her so that she be not so
detained for a period exceeding five days.”11
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The reality of the situation was that the women who were engaged
in prostitution were the recipients of all the blame for the diseases
of men who had paid to engage in sexual acts with them. There
was zero accountability on the part of the man. Not only was the
lack of accountability an issue, but the prostitutes, or women
accused of prostitution, were treated at less than human. Under the
enforcement of these Acts their basic human rights were stripped
away, as they were subject to unethical and nonconsensual medical
examinations. Women who were diagnosed with a venereal disease
were forced to stay in a hospital until they were clear. However,
these hospitals more closely resembled jails than medical facilities.
The Contagious Disease Acts played off of the idea of the ‘fallen
woman’, that was present in Victorian Society.12 First introduced
by John Milton, in Paradise Lost, the fallen woman was the
descendent of Eve, the tempted-turned-temptress in the Garden of
Eden.13 Expected to be the gatekeepers of purity, while also being
labeled as the seductive mistress, women were under an impossible
sexual, social standard. Lacking position, prestige, and power,
women became the scapegoats of society. This is extremely
apparent in the passing of the Contagious Disease Acts, as women
were held accountable for the consequences of the actions of men.
Parliament tried to pass these laws quickly and quietly. There was
little talk amongst the press regarding the laws because it was not
a topic suitable for public discussion.14 The Contagious Disease
Acts were met with opposition as many women and men worked to
repeal them. The outrage against the enforcement of these acts
12
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spurred a women’s rights movement in England and brought
women’s voices to the forefront of society. The work of Josephine
Butler, Harriet Martineau, and Elizabeth Blackwell, united women
and exposed the misogynistic nature of the Contagious Disease
Acts.
The Contagious Disease Acts moved many women to speak
out against the misogyny of the English law. Josephine Butler was
on the frontlines of the movement. Butler inherited her drive for
reform from her father, John Grey, who was on the forefront of
some of the greatest reform movements of his day, including the
“First Reform Bill, Free Trade, and the Agitation for the Abolition
of the Slave Trade”15. Born in 1828 in Millfield, Northumberland,
Josephine grew up in a wealthy and politically prominent family. 16
She received an education from her mother and governess and
even had the opportunity to take some classes at a school in
Newcastle.17 Butler was an intelligent young woman and quickly
became profoundly aware of the disparities between the
opportunities for education between men and women. lack of
education excluded women from working highly skilled jobs and
limited to employment opportunities that paid extremely low
wages and took place in dangerous working environments.
Josephine Butler saw these conditions as the cause of the
increasing number of women forced into prostitution as it became
one of the only viable ways for many women to make a living. In
1868, Butler published, The Education and Employment of
Women, which addressed the need for more opportunities for
15
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women’s education and for jobs outside of the household.
Josephine Butler recognized education as the key to break women
out of the cycle of oppression. She understood that women lacked
opportunities because men feared having to acknowledge them as
equals and compete with them for jobs. In the The Education and
Employment of Women, she writes, “Education was what the slave‐
owners most dreaded for their slaves, for they knew it to be the
sure road to emancipation. It is to education that we must first look
for the emancipation of women from the industrial restrictions or a
bye gone age”18 Butler wished to emancipate women from the
traditions of the day of old and encourage them to reach their full
potential as human beings outside the home. Butler understood the
urgency of the matter and was desperate others to join in her fight
for greater education opportunities for women. She wrote,
“I grant that too much stress cannot be laid upon the improvement
of the education of women who will be actually the mothers of a
future generation, yet I wish, on the one hand, that persons who
only look at it from this point of view would take more into
account the valuable service our country might command if it but
understood the truth about the condition and feelings of its
unmarried women, and that a more generous trust were felt in the
strength of woman’s nature, and the probable direction of its
development when granted more expansion, while on the other
hand I should like to see a truer conception of the highest
possibilities for women than is implied in the attempt to imitate
men, and a deeper reverence for the God of nature, whose wisdom
is more manifested in
variety than in uniformity.”19
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In an effort to convince her contemporaries of the need for
women to be further educated she proposed the notion that the
betterment of women meant the betterment of the nation as a
whole. When women are not expected to be dependent upon the
patriarch of the family they are capable of earning their own wages
and further stimulating the economy. Also, when women are seen
as individuals and not just male accessories, their talents and
intellects are able to contribute to society as a whole. As a very
religious woman, Josephine Butler also brought to attention the
idea that limiting women is limiting God. She emphasized that
God’s wisdom is more greatly seen in variety, rather than uniform.
This not only allows women to pursue their own personhood apart
from men, but instructs them to, as a way to magnify God’s nature.
Butler pressured Cambridge University for them to expand
their opportunities for women to further their education.20 The
persistence with which Butler pushed for opportunities led to the
eventual opening of an all-girls college in Newnham. In 1867,
Butler was named head of the North of England Council for the
Higher Education of Women, where she was able to work with
other women who were passionate about education reform and was
given a platform to continue to influence the nation.21
Josephine Butler was extremely influential in her work for
educational reforms, but she was also the forefront of the
opposition to the Contagious Disease Acts of 1864, 66, and 69.
Butler was aware of the problem of prostitution in England in the
1800’s and was by no means in support of the profession. She was
however, in support of the women who were forced into
prostitution because they had no other viable way to earn a living.
One of Butler’s main motivations in her education reforms was to
20
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create more job opportunities for women, so that prostitution was
not the only feasible option for an unmarried woman. Butler
sought to reclaim the ideals of womanhood in society and
envisioned them as strong, independent beings who were on the
forefront of reform.22 When working to get the Acts repealed,
Josephine Butler, appealed to the deeply religious culture of
England in the 1800’s. In her pamphlet, The Duty of Women, she
called women “God’s agents” working for the moral reclamation
of “Christ’s Kingdom”.23 This not only caught the attention of
devout men and women to the severity of her cause, but it brought
a sense of unity to the movement. Women were now characterized
as something bigger than themselves and the legislature. It gave
them a powerful voice in the male-dominated, political arena.24
The laws originated as a means to protect the effectiveness
of the military and its men, but they became polarizing political
issues because of the intense role that religion played in society.
Religious members of society supported the Acts as they saw them
as purifying agents within society and a way to restore moral order.
The women leading the opposition had the challenge of combining
spirituality with their fight for the equality of sexual expression, as
many people’s intense feelings towards sexual immorality blinded
them from seeing the dehumanizing effects of the Acts. Josephine
Butler had a reputation as a highly religious woman, yet she was
22
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not hesitant to fight for the rights of prostitutes. Josephine Butler
was not only a political activist, but a theologian.25 She saw the
need for women to be given basic human rights, as more important
than the need to punish women for engaging in sexually immoral
acts. In her book, The Prostitution of Sexuality, Kathleen Barry
wrote, “The issue of religious morality is a tricky one in
relationship to the sexual exploitation of women. On one hand,
religious morality aimed at social purity was hypocritical,
paternalistic, and elitist. On the other hand, Josephine Butler
represented the kind of religious conviction that turned toward
humanitarian relief and human rights.”26
A common inclination amongst the reformers was the
desire to eliminate the double standard that was present between
men and women. The Contagious Disease Acts officially
sanctioned a double standard unto society. The examinations
violated the rights of many women and reinforced the idea of
women as the scapegoats, as they were penalized for participating
in the same act as men, whereas the men had no repercussions to
their actions a lack of female representation in the legislature
meant there was no female opinion on any law that affected
women. In an address given to the women of the Ladies National
Association, Butler said,
“It seems to be that we women shall soon have to
fight for the last inch of ground left us; --not for our
civil rights only, but for our hearths, our homes, our
beds, our babies, out very persons. The crudeness of
25
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intellect of some of our young male legislators need
to be corrected nu the wisdom of the thoughtful
matrons of England.”27
Butler was urging women to take the next step in the women’s
right movement and break their silence. She implored women to
get involved in the repeal campaign, but on a larger scale she
implored women to live freely from the gender norms of the day
and not to settle for the double standards.
Another woman who turned to her writings to amplify her
voice against the Contagious Disease Acts was Harriet Martineau.
Like Butler, Martineau was raised by parents who had progressive
views on women’s education. She and her four sisters all received
a similar education to her four brothers. However, the girls were
never expected to work anywhere outside of the home, whereas the
boys were trained to explore further employment opportunities.28
Following the death of her father and her betrothed, Martineau was
left to provide financially for herself employment opportunities
were scarce and after Martineau lost her hearing at the age of
eighteen, the job market became even more limited.29 She
eventually came to earn a living doing needlework, but she had a
knack for writing. Frustrated by the lack of opportunities for
women in the workforce, she anonymously published an article in
1823 titled “On Female Education” in the Monthly Repository, in
which she expressed her dissatisfaction with the inadequacy of
27
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women’s education.30 She received high praise and
acknowledgement for her undeniable talent as a writer and was
able to earn wages off of her writing alone. She continued to write
for the Monthly Repository and specialized in articles focused on
political economy.31 She published a monthly series entitled,
Illustrations of the Political Economy, in which she educated a
wide audience on the fundamentals of modern economic science.32
Martineau secured her place in history as an accomplished
economist and diversified writer. She wrote everything from
children’s study books, novels, autobiographies, and essays
concerning social and political issues.33 Harriet Martineau was a
woman who suffered from many physical ailments and who was
constantly in poor health. She retired from her work in the early
1860s. However, the enactment of the Contagious Disease Acts,
was enough to bring Martineau out of retirement. She joined the
fight alongside Josephine Butler and used her platform as a writer
to speak out against the misogynistic laws. Martineau wrote a
series of letters in protest to the Acts that were published and
carried by the Daily News.34 Martineau was extremely critical of
the lack of male accountability in the Victorian Age. She despised
the idea that men were allowed to act superfluously on their sexual
30
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desires, and she expanded on this idea in a letter that was published
in the Daily News in July of 1864
“will surely not forget that to pass such a measure
as this is to enter on a new and fearful province of
legislation, from which we can never withdraw to
the previous moral position; and that it is proposed
to us to do this while existing laws against brothels
and violations of decency in our streets remain
unenforced, and while there is evidence in existence
of the operation in other countries of laws for the
protection of men from the consequences of their
own passions which would make it a less evil to any
conscientious member to quit public life than to
have the smallest share in bringing down such a
curse on his nation and on the moral repute and
prospects of his country”
She was outraged by the double standard that was in effect not just
socially but legislatively as well. The Contagious Disease Acts
were a legal manifestation of the misogyny that plagued the
Victorian Age in England. The goal of the letters was to educate
the public on the illicit sexism that was written into the legislation.
Along with Josephine Butler, Harriet Marienau was a
member of the Ladies’ National Association for the Repeal of the
Contagious Disease Acts (LNA).35 Many of Martineau’s letters to
the Daily News were published and reprinted as pamphlets and
posters in order to educate the public and support opposition to the
35
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Acts. In a one letter, Martineau addressed the women of
Colchester, in an effort to encourage women to get involved in the
repeal efforts, even though they did not have the right to vote. She
wrote, “ 'lift up your voices within your homes and neighborhoods,
against being ruled by lawmakers like the authors of these Acts.”36
Martineau and the women of the LNA were determined to raise up
women everywhere in opposition of the Contagious Disease Acts
and bring women’s rights into the social and political conversation
in England. Martineau was extremely influential in the fight to
repeal the Acts. She was highly praised in Josephine’s Butler’s
autobiography, as Butler described the full extent to which
Martineau moved the women’s right movement forward.37
Although Josephine Butler is regarded as the leader of the fight to
repeal the Contagious Disease Acts, she was highly influenced by
her older counterpart, Martineau.38 In her old age Martineau felt
that she was well-suited to boldly attack the Acts, as she was an
established writer who had no fear of any consequences for her
words. Her boldness inspired Butler to continue to aggressively
pursue the repeal of the Acts and lead the movement courageously.
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Elizabeth Blackwell was another woman who strongly
opposed the Contagious Disease Acts and joined in the fight to
repeal them.40 Born in Bristol, England in 1821, Elizabeth
Blackwell pushed the envelope of women’s rights her whole life.
At the age of eleven she emigrated with her family to New York.
Here she was first exposed to reform movements as her family
attended abolitionist meetings and advocated for the end of
slavery.41 Upon the death of her father, Elizabeth and her sisters
were sent to an all-girls boarding to school to receive an education.
It was here that Blackwell first began to recognize the need for
women’s educational reform and would later in life advocate for
greater opportunities for women.42 Blackwell was incredibly
intelligent and after studying medicine on her own, applied and
was granted admission into medical school in New York. In 1842,
Elizabeth Blackwell became the first woman to receive her
medical degree in the United States. Following the acquisition of
her M.D., she founded an institution of women’s physicians for the
poor. This institution would later be developed into the New York
Infirmary and College for Women.43 Blackwell taught at the
college, practiced medicine, and even served as a nurse during the
American Civil War, but her passion was in women’s health. She
was instrumental in educating women about their own bodies. One
thing that set Blackwell apart was her willingness to talk about
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female sexuality. She did not allow the social taboos surrounding
the topic keep her from producing literature on menstruation,
masturbation, and sexual intercourse.44 She addressed some of
these things in her book, The Human Element in Sex: Being a
Medical Enquiry into the Relation of Sexual Physiology to
Christian Morality, in which she emphasized the need for proper
sex education. In order to combat the double standard, it was
imperative that women understood their own sexuality. She wrote,
“The abuses of sex and the misunderstanding of actual facts, which
have led to widespread error on this subject, will be dwelt on later.
Every parent, however, who has been able fulfil the true parental
relationship to the child, will realize to some extent the
beneficence of this law. The obligatory and premature marriage of
daughters, so largely the custom abroad, is one result of error on
this subject.”45
Education was a key component in the fight against the Contagious
Disease Acts and Elizabeth Blackwell understood that better than
anyone. She utilized the education that she was able to receive in
order to educate others.
Blackwell was an outlier within society. She was a woman,
who chose never to marry but instead committed her life to
medicine. She intimidated the men around her, as she never
wavered in her beliefs and was unafraid to criticize male privilege
44
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in the medical field. Blackwell was part of “the most overtly and
determinedly feminist wing of the social purity movement”, known
as the Moral Reform Union.46 The Moral Reform Union had three
main objectives:
“I. To study, and confer upon, all subjects which
especially affect the moral welfare of the young.
II. To collect, sell, distribute, or publish Literature
for Moral Education.
III. To Consider how best to carry out practical
measures for the reform of public opinion law, and
custom on questions of sexual morality.”47
The Moral Reform Union urged their members to join them in the
fight against the Contagious Disease Acts, stating in a letter, “no
moral reform can be hoped for whilst the Contagious Disease Acts
remain unrepealed.”48
Blackwell was one of the only doctors who spoke in
opposition to the Acts and published many articles to inform the
public of the unethical examinations and to support the idea of
women as sexual beings. In her work, Rescue Work in Relation to
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Prostitution, Butler spoke to the double standard of the suppression
of sexual desire between men and women. She wrote,
“The central point of all this monstrous evil is an
audacious insult to the nature of men, a slander
upon their human constitution. It is the assertion
that men are not capable of self-control, that they
are so inevitably dominated by overwhelming
physical instincts, that they can neither resist nor
control the animal nature...Now it is extremely
important that you should understand exactly the
nature of the danger of this falsehood.”49
Blackwell approached the idea of untamed male sexuality, not as a
freedom they were granted, but as a burden. She proposed that
allowing men to act on their sexual desires without consequence is
limiting, not only to men, but to society as a whole. Sexuality is
not something that should control the man, but that the man should
control. She aimed to take the responsibility of purity gatekeeping
out of the hands of the women and shift some of the responsibility
onto men as well. Blackwell, like Butler and Martineau, also
emphasized the double standard that was inherent within the
Contagious Disease Acts. In an address given at the Conference of
Rescue Workers held in London, June, 188, Blackwell highlighted
the double standard,
“If you will bear in mind that unchecked
licentiousness or promiscuity, contains in itself the
faculty of originating venereal disease, you will
49
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possess a test but which you may judge good or evil
effects of any proposed measure. Ask yourself
whether any particular legislative act tends to check
licentiousness in men and women. If not it is either
useless or injurious to the nation because it does not
check that source of constantly increasing
danger.”50
The laws of the Contagious Disease Acts failed to keep the
licentious nature of men in check, while simultaneously punishing
women for the same act. As a doctor, Blackwell recognized that
the double standard that was present in the legislature, was not
only sexist, but did not allow for the eradication of venereal
disease amongst military men. The exclusion of men from medical
examinations and quarantines allowed them to continue to spread
the diseases that they were carrying. She wrote, “The futility of
any system which leaves the cause of disease unchecked and only
tries to palliate its effects is false.”51 Blackwell criticized not only
the social aspects of the Acts, but also the failure in their ability to
meet their medical goals.
In 1869, Josephine Butler founded and led the Ladies
National Association (LNA). This was a feminist organization that
condemned the flagrant example of gender discrimination that was
exercised through the Contagious Disease Acts.52 In her article,
“Male Vice and Feminist Virtue: Feminism and the Politics of
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Prostitution in Nineteenth-Century Britain”, Judith Walkowitz
describes the LNA as a movement that, “drew thousands of women
into the political arena for the first time, by encouraging them to
challenge male centers of power- such as police, Parliament, and
military establishments.”53 The LNA was instrumental in fighting
against the Contagious Disease Acts. Not only did it serve the
purpose of repealing a discriminatory law, but it served the greater
purpose of validating the female voice in a male-dominated
society. The LNA utilized propaganda techniques to help gain
awareness and support for repeal of the Contagious Disease Acts.
They used dramatized depictions of women as the victims of
oppressive male tyranny. Walkowitz described the propaganda as
being, “sensationalized stories of entrapment of instrumental rape
to appeal to all supporters of repeal- working-class radicals and
middle class.”54 The LNA was effective in gaining support,
however they were not without their flaws. The LNA encouraged
support from women, but also relied upon the support of men.
They often appealed to the patriarchal nature of society urging men
to protect their wives and daughters, which was counterintuitive to
creating a society of independent women. The LNA also relied
heavily on middle-class women and pushed working class women
to the side. There was a hierarchy within the LNA, and on top of
that, the deep religious roots created a divide between saved and
savior.55 Despite its shortcomings, the Ladies National
Association, under the leadership of Josephine Butler, was an
effective campaign against the Contagious Disease Acts and it
gave women such as Josephine Butler, Harriet Martineau, and
Elizabeth Blackwell the opportunity to fight for something they
53
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were passionate about. Not only that, but the LNA was able to
bring their voices and the voices of other women into the maledominated, political arena, and secure their place in history.
Josephine Butler, Harriet Martineau, and Elizabeth
Blackwell all utilized their own backgrounds, experiences, talents,
and spheres of influence to challenge the Contagious Disease Acts
and demanded their repeal. They were able to raise awareness and
encourage many others to join them in their cause. Each of these
women had the advantage of receiving an education as young girls,
something most women in England did not have the opportunity to
do. They did not sit quietly in this privilege, they used it to bring
awareness to and remove the disparities between men and women
within society. The Contagious Disease Acts were a direct attack
on the rights of women and highlighted the inequality that men and
women experienced under the law. Women who were forced into
prostitution as means to earn a living were left violated and
disgraced by the abusive laws. The misogyny of Victorian England
was on display as women carried the burden of sexual purity and
the blame for immortality, and as men relished in their sexual
freedom and lack of accountability. Josephine Butler, Harriet
Martineau, and Elizabeth Blackwell rallied their fellow citizens
and petitioned the government to repeal the Acts, and in 1886, the
Contagious Disease Acts were repealed, “in rising to call attention
to the subject, and to move, “That, in the opinion of this House, the
Contagious Diseases Acts, 1866–1869, ought to be repealed," said,
he did so with a confident hope that his Motion would be
successful.” 56 Not only did Butler, Martineau, and Blackwell
break down barriers by asserting their voices in the male56
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dominated world of politics, but they were successful in repelling
the Acts. The passing of the Acts ignited a spark in the women’s
rights movement and the successful petitions of repeal illuminated
the power that women possessed. In England, the work of the
women had just begun.
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JOHNSON AND THE OLD ROMAN: COMESKY, JOHNSON,
THE BLACK SOX, AND EMERGENCE OF KENESAW
MOUNTAIN LANDIS
By Isaac Copeland

That morning, November 12, had seemed it would be a
normal day in the courtroom, if such a thing existed in the domain
of the Honorable Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis.1 The man
himself sat enthroned upon the bench, completely and utterly in
control of the room. His piercing eyes bore down upon the witness
with all the avenging righteousness of Johnathan Edwards in the
pulpit. In a typically anonymous profession, Judge Landis’s
patrician profile was well known across the nation. The bumbling
witness wilted under the scrutiny of the famous judge and silence
filled the courtroom. The silence was broken by the creak of the
door. All eyes turned to the back of the courtroom and met with a
truly extraordinary sight. Through the doors sailed another
patrician personage, Charles Comiskey, the Old Roman of the
Chicago White Sox, at the head of eleven of the most famous
owners in baseball. These normally dour men brought with them
all the excitement and chatter of the ballpark, surprising the
collected audience. But Landis would not give an inch. This was
his domain. The sound of his gavel rang out. “There will be less
noise in the courtroom,” he said, “or I will order it cleared.”2 His
tone was as authoritative as ever, but a close observer would notice

1

Charles Fountain, The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth
of Modern Baseball, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016) 192.
2

Kenesaw Mountain Landis, as quoted in, Fountain,192.
172

Johnson and the Old Roman
a slight smile as he settled into the bench to continue the case of
income tax fraud.3
The World Series of 1919 astounded the nation as the
underdog Cincinnati Reds managed to topple the wildly favored
White Sox. Before the series began, rumors of gambling and game
throwing circulated, but were quickly dismissed.4 However, at the
end of 1920, “Shoeless” Joe Jackson, Eddie Cicotte, and Claude
“Lefty” Williams confessed to conspiring to throw the Series, and
caused upheaval, not only in the world of Baseball, but across the
nation.5 This scandal would make or break professional baseball. It
was a turning point, a time when things came to a head. Alongside
the battle in the courtrooms and the battles in the press, a longstanding rivalry would reach its climactic battle: the rivalry
between Byron Banfield “Ban” Johnson and Charles Albert “Old
Roman” Comiskey. Alongside the need for leadership change and
the need to assuage the press, the rivalry between Charles
Comiskey and Ban Johnson became the driving force behind Judge
Landis’s appointment as Commissioner of Major League Baseball.
Landis’ selection as Commissioner marked Charles Comiskey’s
victory over his rival Ban Johnson, and the end of their battle over
the Black Sox Scandal.
Since the time of the scandal there has been much debate
surrounding the eleven men who threw the 1919 World Series,
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known as the Black Sox. At the time, every paper in the country
had its spin on the story, and every layman in the street had his
opinion. For the ensuing decades, memories of the Big Fix were
put on a low simmer as Americans were fed a new brand of
baseball and as baseball dealt with newer, bigger problems.6 In
1963 the Big Fix was revisited for the first time in a scholarly
manner, as Eliot Asinof strove to push past the myth of the Black
Sox and “Shoeless” Joe to the truth of the scandal. His book, Eight
Men Out, would spark an academic discussion that is alive and
well today. Eight Men Out portrayed the fixers not as immoral
villains out to ruin the national pastime but as men caught in the
problems of their time.7
Since Eight Men Out, Black Sox scholarship has been
divided into two main camps: those who look at the cultural impact
of the fix, and those who focus on the impact in baseball. The most
comprehensive work on the cultural impact of the Black Sox is
Saying It’s So by Daniel Nathan. His book examined how the story
of the Black Sox has been told and how it developed throughout
the 20th Century.8 Saying It’s So breaks from Asinof’s search for
the truth of the scandal, but rather looks at the myth of the scandal
and its impact on culture. Nathan tracks the development of the
newspaper stories, the crystallization of the myth in the Depression
and WWII, to the impact on movies like The Natural and Field of
Dreams.9
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On the opposite end of the scholarship stands The Betrayal
by Charles Fountain. His work examined the Black Sox’s effect
on the game of baseball, the deadball era that preceded the 1919
World Series, and the laborious unfolding of the scandal, its
coverup, discovery, court cases, and aftermath.10 The Betrayal
widens the scope of the narrative and touches on many of the
outside factors that made the 1919 World Series what it is.11
Standing somewhere in between the two is Robert Bachin’s article
At the Nexus of Labor and Leisure: Baseball, Nativism, and the
1919 Black Sox Scandal. He confronts both the social context of
the scandal, like Fountain, while also considering the changes in
cultural ideology, as does Nathan.12
Standing at the end of any narrative of the Black Sox is the
appointment of Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis as the
commissioner of professional baseball. Landis’s appointment
marks the end of the deadball era and the beginning of the
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homerun-centric baseball of the Roaring Twenties.13 It was Landis
who handed down the lifetime ban that ended the careers of all
eight Black Sox conspirators, guilty or innocent, and brought the
scandal to its decisive end. However, his appointment presents a
more complex issue than it may seem at first glance. Whether the
driving reason for his appointment was due to infighting among the
owners, or driven by a mere need to appease the press, is a matter
of debate among scholars. The divisions fall closely along the lines
of each author's treatment of the scandal. Nathan examines
Landis’s appointment through the eyes of the press, while Fountain
paints a long, political, narrative spanning years, back to the time
of the National Commission.14
Before Judge Landis was appointed as the commissioner,
baseball was ruled by the National commission, a three man group
made up of the American and National League presidents and
Garry Herrmann, the commission chairman, and owner of the
Cincinnati Reds.15 Ban Johnson was the driving force of the
National Commission from its inception. In 1901, Johnson decided
to take a minor league known as the Western League, turn it into
the American League, and challenge the might of the National
League. He pilfered fans and players from the National League,
and forced a truce in 1903, when the leagues merged into the
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modern two-league system, and the National Commission was
born.16
Both Ban Johnson, the American League President, and
Chairman, Garry Herrman, would serve for the entirety of the
commission's existence while four different men served as the
National League President.17 While Herrmann was an owner of a
National League team, he was able to be swayed by Ban Johnson,
giving Johnson control of the National Commission. Johnson came
to be known as the “Czar” of baseball for his control of the
commission, and often acted as if he were the man in charge of all
of professional baseball.18
The National Commission would face many problems
including the problem of gambling in baseball. Gambling had been
a part of baseball since almost the very beginning. Baseball in the
late nineteenth century was rife with gambling and this did not
change after the league merger.19 Part of baseball’s attractiveness
lay with the idea that it was a “clean game.” Gambling and game
fixing did not promote that image. Rumors of game fixing began as
early as the first World Series, and it did not stop.20
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Of all the game fixers, one stands head and shoulders above
the rest: the “Babe Ruth of ball-game fixers,”: Hal Chase.21
Rumors dogged his steps, but he was never once found guilty. In
1910, Chase was accused of throwing games while playing first
base for the New York Highlanders. The matter was brought
before Ban Johnson’s National Commission, but Chase got off
clean. The same thing happened when he was charged at the end of
his career while with the Reds, charged but never convicted.22 This
was the typical response of Johnson and the National Commission
and would be one of Charles Comiskey’s weapons against Johnson
during the Black Sox Scandal.
The Johnson-Comiskey rivalry started out as a close
friendship between the player-manager of the Cincinnati Reds and
a young journalist with a background in law. Charles Comiskey
was a native Chicagoan, who started his baseball career in the
middle of a brick delivery for his father. He played for several
teams before he became the player-manager for the Cincinnati
Reds in 1894, where he met Ban Johnson.23 Johnson was an Ohio
native, and played baseball in his youth, until a broken thumb
ended his career. He went to Cincinnati to study law, but ended up
as the sports editor for the Cincinnati Commercial-Gazette.24
Johnson and Comiskey cemented their friendship in the “Ten
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Minute Club” a popular Cincinnati bar, where they planned the
American League. Johnson became the president of a minor league
called the Western League, and in 1900, with the aid of Comiskey
as an owner, set about challenging the National League’s
monopoly on professional baseball. They were successful, and
with the merger in 1903, both of their dreams came true.25
However, cracks began to show in their relationship. The
pair would often vacation together with a group known as the
“Woodland Bards.” During one such vacation, someone replaced
the shot in Johnson’s shotgun with paper, and Johnson blamed
Comiskey. Another such incident involved Johnson sending
Comiskey some fish after suspending his outfielder, Ducky
Holmes. Comiskey took it as an insult and moved out of their
shared offices.26 After that, their friendship turned to rivalry and
clashed over players and matters of baseball governance,
especially Johnson’s high-handed, ineffective anti-gambling
methods. Publicly, they were amicable, and Johnson generally
ruled fairly in matters concerning Comiskey, signing off on
Comiskey acquiring Eddie Collins and Joe Jackson, two of the
White Sox stars.27 As 1919 approached, their rivalry grew to a
fever pitch, and before the start of the 1919 season, Johnson and
Comiskey clashed again over the disputed contract of pitcher Jack
Quinn. The National Commission ruled against Comiskey, and the
“Old Roman” blamed Johnson.28 The stage was set for the all-out
war that would occur over the next two years.
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The beginnings of the Black Sox Scandal are shrouded in
mystery. No one knows who the real mastermind behind the
scheme was. Whoever masterminded it, the infamous “eight men
out” first baseman Chick Gandil, ace pitchers Eddie Cicotte and
“Lefty” Williams, outfielders Joe Jackson and “Happy” Felsch,
shortstop “Swede” Risberg, third baseman “Buck” Weaver, and
utility man Fred McMullin conspired to throw the 1919 World
Series for $20,000 each. Not all of the conspirators received
money, and none admitted to receiving the full $20,000. Cicotte
and Risberg received $10,000. Felsch, Jackson, and Williams each
received $5,000. Gandil, the go-between for the players and
gamblers, likely kept most of the money passed on by the
gamblers, around $50,000.29 At the time there were many rumors
surrounding the Series, and both journalists and baseball men alike
tried to analyze the games to determine the truth. No one reached
any conclusive answers, and only journalist Hugh Fullerton would
press the issue.30
Shortly after the World series ended, Charles Comiskey,
who was aware that the Series had been fixed, began working to
make the best of the situation.31 Comiskey knew he could rely on
the press, as he was the best liked owner in baseball among the
media so he took special care to wine and dine every visiting
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newspaperman.32 Comiskey’s first plan of action was to hope that
the rumors blew over while appearing proactive in the
investigation of any corruption After consulting his lawyer, Alfred
Austrian, he decided to offer a $20,000 reward (later inexplicably
lowered to $10,000) to anyone who had information about the
scandal. He won much sympathy in the press and for the moment,
the rumors died down.33 However, they did not go away entirely.
Comiskey’s next step was to launch an investigation of the players,
hiring the Hunter’s Secret Service to run the investigation. They
found that the players had definitely fixed the game but would not
talk, which is what Comiskey wanted to hear. News of his
investigation filled the papers, and for the moment, all seemed
well.34
Things would not stay quiet forever. In September of 1920,
due to rumors of a fixed game between the Cubs and Phillies, a
Grand Jury investigation into gambling in baseball was called, and
the Black Sox were officially implicated in throwing the World
Series. The cat was out of the bag, and Ban Johnson threw himself
behind the investigation. The Cook County Grand Jury changed
courses and began to investigate the 1919 World Series.35 Things
looked bleak for Comiskey, but all was not lost. His team might be
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torn apart, but his reputation remained intact.36 The next step of his
and Austrian’s plan went into effect: they had to be seen at the
head of the investigation.
Comiskey ended the indicted players' contracts, and
Austrian went after Cicotte, Jackson, and Williams to get
confessions. The first to buckle was Cicotte. Austrian convinced
him to confess without legal counsel before a Grand Jury. It was a
pattern that would be repeated for Jackson and Williams.37 With
the confessions of three of the conspirators, the matter would move
to trial where Comiskey and Johnson would battle yet again in a
seemingly one-sided contest against Comiskey.
The Grand Jury investigation, however, would see the
entrance of another man into the fray, the great gambling giant and
mafia boss, Arnold Rothstein. In the trial, Rothstein and Comiskey
shared a common goal: to get the players acquitted. They both had
their reasons. Comiskey was trying to salvage what he could from
the scandal and hoped an acquittal would clear his players to play.
Rothstien did not want to appear before the court, so behind the
scenes, a powerful alliance took place.38
There was no more ardent supporter of the investigations
than Ban Johnson. He spent American League funds to help the
prosecution by hiring investigators and finding the “star witness”.39
Through the initial investigation and the trial Johnson would use
every means he could to destroy his rival, stepping on many toes in
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the process and earning him the contempt of the players as well as
several owners. The defense for the players closed their case at
trial with an all-out attack, not on the tight-fisted Comiskey, but on
Ban Johnson.40
During the course of the investigations, the owners of the
baseball teams across the nation decided that a change in
leadership was necessary to minimize the damages of the scandal
on baseball as a whole; a figure from outside of baseball was
needed to “clean up” baseball.41 At the beginning of 1920,
Herrmann retired as the commissioner, but it was not until after the
news of the scandal broke that the owners began to look for a new
commissioner in earnest.42 The man who came up with the idea for
outside involvement was one Albert Laskar, an advertising
executive involved with the Chicago Cubs.43 The owners took to
the Laskar plan readily, and the search for a new commissioner
began.
Ban Johnson opposed the Laskar plan from the beginning.
He wanted baseball men in charge of baseball, not some outsider
who had no history in the game.44 Johnson held a tight grip over
the American League, controlling five of the eight teams. The
remaining three, Comiskey’s White Sox, the Yankees, and the Red
Sox, all harbored a great loathing for Johnson together with the
entirety of the National League.45 Johnson’s highhandedness
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throughout his tenure on the National Commission was coming
back to bite him.
The eleven ball clubs against Johnson discussed candidates
for the position of commissioner throughout 1919 and 1920. Men
like former President William Howard Taft, WW I generals John
Pershing and Leonard Wood, and Senator Hiram Johnson were all
considered.46 However, it was the candidate suggested by
Comiskey’s lawyer, Austrian, and supported by the National
League president, Heydler, that the committee focused on: Judge
Kenesaw Mountain Landis.47 Landis had a reputation as a trustbusting champion of justice, famously leveling a fine against John
D. Rockafeller’s Standard Oil for $29 million. However, it was an
action Landis made against this image that caught the eye of the
committee. In 1914, Landis had refused to hear the case of the
Federal League, a case charging the National League with a
monopoly on professional baseball and allowed for the matter to be
settled out of court.48 Ban Johnson continued to struggle against
Landis’s appointment, countering with his own proposal, Judge
Charles McDonald who had heard the confessions of Cicotte,
Jackson, and Williams.49
When Johnson refused to back down, the three rebellious
American League teams offered to join with the National League
to form a “New National League.” The threat of being cut out of
professional baseball broke Johnson’s hold over the loyal five
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teams under his control, and he was forced to concede.50 Landis
was unanimously elected the commissioner, and out of concession
to Ban Johnson, the three-man commission became a one-man
commissioner, with the two league presidents acting as advisors.51
The delegation sent to pitch the job to Landis arrived in the middle
of a court case on insurance fraud, and Landis had to silence the
excited owners with his gavel.52 Landis accepted the position for a
salary of $50,000 and retained his job as judge.53
Landis would change the world of baseball forever. He
ruled the Major Leagues like he ruled the courtroom, with an iron
fist. He set out on a campaign to “clean out the Crookedness and
the gambling responsible for it.”54 Despite the not guilty verdict of
the court in the case of the Black Sox, Judge Landis barred all
eight players from ever playing again. The saga of the Black Sox
was over.55
This was just the beginning for Landis. He went on to rule
baseball practically autocratically for his twenty-three-year tenure
as the commissioner. His first ruling as commissioner, while rather
minor, would set the tone for his regime. He forced the New York
Giants manager, John McGraw, to sell a casino and horse track
that he had bought in Havana. The association with gambling was
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too close, even if the purchase was private.56 Landis clashed with
Ban Johnson repeatedly, both men sporting huge egos.57 Johnson
continually lost against the new commissioner; his rule was over.
Most of Johnson’s power was gone, swallowed up by Landis. The
one-man commissioner meant to give Johnson more power,
backfired, as Landis never consulted the League presidents in
anything.58 In the end, Landis forced the owners to retire Johnson
in 1927.59 Comiskey also never truly recovered from the scandal.
He had succeeded in destroying his enemy, but he himself was
burnt out and tired.60
The Black Sox Scandal is a tale littered with enormous
egos, from the players on the field, to the judges and lawyers, to
Arnold Rothstien and the gamblers. However, none of these men
matched the stature and ego of Comiskey and Johnson. Both of
these men were kings in their own realm, determined to bring
about the ruin of the other. In political battles such as these, it is
hard to determine a victor, if there is one, except by looking at who
accomplished their goal when the two come into competition. In
the long rivalry of Johnson and Comiskey, the most obvious
instance would be the appointment of the new commissioner. Both
of their goals were mutually exclusive. Each backed one of the two
candidates, and only one, Comiskey’s candidate, won. Not only
did their rivalry clash during the appointment, it brought it to a
head. Without Johnson’s alienation of Comiskey, Comiskey would
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have never gathered the dissenting teams of the American League
and allied themselves with the National League, facilitating the
shift in power away from Johnson. The crisis of the Black Sox
Scandal provided an opportunity to destroy the other, Johnson in
the courtrooms, and Comiskey with Landis’s appointment. The
scandal forced Johnson and Comiskey to act, and the aftermath of
their actions was a new power in baseball: Kennisaw Mountain
Landis. The actions of these two men had far reaching
consequences in the world of baseball, ending an era of baseball.
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COLLABORATIVE, CONFLICTEDM AND COMPLICIT: A
CASE STUDY OF CHURCH AMD STATE TENSION AND ITS
EFFECT ON LISBON
By Joshua Brooks

Ever since Charlemagne was crowned by Pope Leo III,
creating the Holy Roman Empire, the Papacy and the Monarchy
have constantly fought for authority over the other in Europe
throughout the centuries. The popes crowned the kings to assert
that they held power over who had the crown, while the monarchs
worked at putting the Church under their leadership in return.
While that ebb and flow existed, it had an often-adverse effect on
their countries and led to either rulers or religious leaders being
weakened in the face of foreign leaders and their subjects. The
lives of the peasants were greatly crippled because their leaders
were too busy bickering while the streets were overrun with
disease. One such country which highlights this tension clearly is
Portugal, and its capital of Lisbon stood as a shining jewel of trade
and a chief case of this Church and State quarreling. In Lisbon, the
monarchs often fought for control through educational institutions
like the universities, which displaced the Church’s monopoly on
education. Both sides took advantage of the Inquisition for their
own political and religious reasons, and sometimes these factions
were in direct cooperation and competition with each other due to
the lucrative opportunity that was Lisbon’s place in the overseas
trading world. Though this conflict between Church and kings has
existed for a long time, the tension, persecution, and even the
cooperation was actively hurting and destroying the respective
factions, and Lisbon was razed in the crossfire.
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If life is a stage with men and women as its actors, as
Shakespeare said, then it is important to begin by highlighting the
main cast of Lisbon, the Catholic Church, and the monarchs. In
Lisbon, as with the rest of the country, the cathedral chapters
wielded a massive amount of power within their local areas, due to
the members being life-long residents that everyone knew and
trusted. Over time, the organization began to push for more and
more centralization of authority, with their practiced rituals being a
means of holding it by the majority of its hierarchical positions.1
The same trend of centralized authority was occurring in the state
as well. Many interactions occurred in which the kings either
directly or indirectly came into conflict with the papacy. Among
these kings were Dinis, João II, Manuel I, and João III. Each took
actions that interfered with or instigated Church action but had
tension with the Catholic church in different ways.
Looking at the map of Lisbon by Braun and Hogenberg in
1598, what becomes noticeable is how many of the key buildings
are churches, 65 out of 140 to be exact, whereas in stark contrast,
there were only ten palaces in the city, and six of them were for
dukes. When looking at the map, key locations are typically
singled out with a blue roof instead of the typical red, and much of
those blue toped buildings are the cathedrals.2 While the city of
Lisbon was a sight to behold, that beauty would not last due to
1 Hugo Ribero Da Silva. “Projecting Power: Cathedral Chapters and Public
Rituals in Portugal, 1564–1650.” Renaissance Quarterly 69, no. 4 (2016): 1370-74.
2 Braun and Hogenberg. Map of Lisbon, Braun and Hogenberg, 1598.
Accessed November 11, 2021.; Damião De Góis and Jeffry S. Ruth. Lisbon in the
Renaissance: A New Translation of the Urbis Olisiponis Descriptio. New York: Italica Press,
1996., xliv-xlvi; Douglas L. Wheeler and Walter C Opello. Historical Dictionary of
Portugal. 3rd ed. Historical Dictionaries of Europe. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press.
2010., 171-172.
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earthquakes, and while the 1755 tremor is the most cited example,
the one in 1531 highlights a key problem with the layout of the
city; it was not built to get people out in an emergency. Constant
remodeling resulted in the city not having straight roads away from
the buildings, as well as some of those roads being blocked up by
waste. So, when the 1531 earthquake finally hit, the hill
topography of Lisbon combined with the convoluted layout
resulted in not only serious destruction, but also the needless loss
of life that comes from no safe exit from the city. Those most at
risk from such building hazards were the people who lived there,
and a total of 1,001 people were dead after the three phases
following natural disaster.3
In the constant war for authority over kingship and papal
succession, one such battlefield was in the universities. Education
has historically been under the Catholic Church during this time,
with lectures and classes taking place inside monasteries. In
Portugal, there was a gradual push towards more centralized action
from the Monarchy, as the first college was established under
Dinis during the late 13th century in Lisbon. For a period however,
the Portuguese University would relocate before finally resettling
in the Global City in 1377.4 To fill these universities, Portugal’s
monarchs started to bring in Humanist scholars and other
intellectuals, such as Erasmus, Nicolaus Clenardus, Garcia D’Orta,
3 Antonio Morales-Esteban Sá Luis and Percy Durand Neyra. “The 1531
Earthquake Revisited: Loss Estimation in a Historical Perspective. Bulletin of Earthquake
Engineering.” Official Publication of the European Association for Earthquake
Engineering 16 (2018): 4534, 4537, 4547-4548, 4549-4552.
4 Aleksander Rusanov, “The Continuity of University History: A Case-Study of
Portuguese Studium General (1288-1377),” History of Education & Children’s Literature
9 (1): 2014. 291,293; Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal, 111
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and even Damião De Góis, to guide these institutions, bringing
new learning techniques as well as administrative duties to the city.
The most notable influence in Lisbon’s educational sphere was
Erasmus, the Christian Humanist, whose teachings the crown
under João III to promote heavily.5
Though Erasmus was too old to travel, his work lived on in
his colleague, Nicolaus Clenardus. Clenardus was a student of
Ersamian Humanism, and he came to Portugal to teach the
languages of Greek, Latin, Hebrew, and even Arabic.6 Whether
Nicolaus was privately tutoring the son of a Lisbon merchant, or in
the classroom of a university, there were several rules that
Clenardus had his students follow. While following Erasmus’s rule
of “Formal Authority” in student interactions, everything spoken
in class had to be in Latin, and Nicolaus did everything he could to
avoid mundane lessons by making them entertain and introducing
visual aids. As a result of this teaching style, many students saw
their language skills improve.7 The introduction of Erasmian
scholars in the education system of Portugal and Lisbon by the
crown did not see a deviation from Christianity but incorporated
new elements that would offset the Church’s monopoly on
education.
Much of the conflict between the kings and popes might
have manifested itself in policy and institutional warfare, but there
were times they seemed to collaborate with each other. One such
Elisabeth F. Hirsch. “Erasmus and Portugal.” Bibliothèque
D'Humanisme Et Renaissance 32, no. 3 (1970): 539, 541.
6
Joseph Klucas. “Nicolaus Clenardus: A Pioneer of the New Learning
in Renaissance Portugal.” Luso-Brazilian Review 29, no. 2 (1992): 98.
7 Klucas, “Nicolaus Clenardus: A Pioneer of the New Learning in
Renaissance Portugal,” 91-95.
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attempt was the cleric-military group, the Order of Christ, which
Francis A. Dutra delves into as an early modern Brazilian and
Portuguese archival scholar. Born out of the ashes of the Knights
Templar in 1319, the Order of Christ sought to instill the chivalric,
godly values of its predecessor, yet few practiced the creed they
were sworn to.8 Being partially a military order however gave the
Order of Christ many advantages as Dutra writes,
“The most important of these foros dealt with the right…of
a monk-knight to have the civil as well as the criminal cases with
which he was involved heard in an ecclesiastical court…the right
of appeal to the court third instance… In addition, the Order's
members and property were protected by a conservador das ordens
militares-particularly against the claims of high ecclesiastical
officials.”9
Because of all these perks, members of the order could skip
any sort of oversight from the government, but the same was
applied to the church, as members were protected from papal
seizure of member’s property, which lends to the idea that this
group was more about government and religious toleration of each
other. Members of the Order of Christ had to be ready to serve the
king in war while still being a religious institution and acted as a
hybridization to facilitate church and state cooperation.10
Trade was the aspect of Lisbon that was very enriching for
the city’s people, especially merchants, and the king and Church
wanted to have a profit from more than just the coin in the coffers
Francis A. Dutra. “Membership in the Order of Christ in the
Seventeenth Century: Its Rights, Privileges, and Obligations.” The Americas 27,
no. 1 (1970): 4-6, 8.
9 Dutra, “Membership in the Order of Christ in the Seventeenth
Century: Its Rights, Privileges, and Obligations,” 18-19.
10 Ibid, 4, 13-14.
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and decided to make use of the sailor’ life as well as the steeples.
There was certainly demand for such influence, with Portugal
building over 753 ships between 1497 and 1600. Sailing the open
sea invited tribulations however, from going on voyages that
would last half a year or more, to living in cooped up conditions
out at sea while passengers, usually nobles, were given spacious
cabins. Despite nearly starving or running out of water, the pilots,
sailors, and mariners, as Dutra put it, were labeled, “Scum of the
Sea.”11 This occupation was long known for carrying goods like
olive oil, salt, slaves, gold, and different woods, but what finally
caused the heads of the nobility to turn was the introduction of
spices. It was this spice trade that caused kings like Manuel I to
sponsor more expeditions, and reward sailors with knighthood for
returning safely, in return for a cut of the spoils. The Church would
send members of the Order of Christ on voyages, though it became
apparent that the group was not adept at leading expeditions or
navigating like the trading ships.12 Not be left out however, the
Church instead used merchant ships to go to other lands and preach
the word of God, but the religious leaders did not approve of
spices, with Saint Bernard stating that it was, “taking carnal
pleasure in smelling spices or potions or flowers or herbs or foods
11 Francis A. Dutra. “The Social and Economic World of Portugal's Elite
Seafarers, 1481-1600.” Mediterranean Studies 14 (2005): 95-96; Michael Krondl. The
Taste of Conquest : The Rise and Fall of the Three Great Cities of Spice. Ballantine
books trade pbk. ed. New York: Ballantine Books. 2008., 142-143.
12 Dutra, “The Social and Economic World of Portugal's Elite Seafarers, 14811600,” 96, 97; Krondl, The Taste of Conquest : The Rise and Fall of the Three Great
Cities of Spice., 115, 133; Annemarie Jordan-Gschwend and K. J. P Lowe, eds. The
Global City : On the Streets of Renaissance Lisbon. London: Paul Holberton Publishing.
2015., 79; Kenneth Maxwell. "Portugal, Europe, and the Origins of the Atlantic Commercial
System, 1415–1520." Portuguese Studies 8 (1992): 15.
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or other things with a good scent, not out of praise to God, but for
immoderate sensual pleasure.”13
While the papacy was split on trade, the monarchy under
Manuel I further hegemonized the authority of the kings, which
included a few actions that greatly improved the trade industry
during this time frame. One of those decisions was reworking the
River Tagus to be the entrance into Lisbon, with the intention of
truly making it the Global City. To facilitate this, Manuel I
constructed the Estado de India palace to govern Portugal’s sea
network, which was conveniently located close to the merchant’s
hub. This location was built with the custom houses built
underneath the construction, storerooms full of world maps and
sailing guidelines, with new docks built a little way west of
Manuel I’s castle.14 Changes in support for trade such as this
caused much of the educational sphere to not be as prominent
because many of Portugal’s young turned to life overseas, which
by extension, reduced Lisbon’s possible teachers and students.15
With all the different types of people in Lisbon --scholars,
merchants, and sailors-- a key figure in Portugal’s maritime trade
was Prince Henry the Navigator, someone who made use of all
three occupations. What makes his title ironic is that he did not

13 Krondl, The Taste of Conquest : The Rise and Fall of the Three Great Cities
of Spice., 142, 154.
14 Anderson, R. Warren. “Inquisitions and Scholarship.” Social Science History
39, no. 4 (2015): 684; Hatton, Barry. Queen of the Sea : A History of Lisbon. London: C.
Hurst & Co. (Publishers). 2018., 74-75; Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of
Portugal., 198; Zimler, Richard. “Identified as the Enemy: Being a Portuguese New
Christian at the Time of ‘The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon.” European Judaism: A Journal
for the New Europe 33, no. 1 (2000): 39-40.
15 Hirsch. “Erasmus and Portugal,” 539.
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actually set sail on any ships, he did, however, use his influence
and power to fund the expedition of others, and dedicated his
whole life to navigation.16 Henry supervised expeditions at the cost
of leaving the Portuguese court to live around Lagos, and as Routh
states, “Here he became immersed in mathematics and
cosmography, selected captains and pilots, saw that his charts were
continually brought up to date and collected round him a number
of Jewish doctors who, because medicine and astrology were at
the time closely connected, were able to advise him on nautical
astrology.”17 One of the criticisms of Henry was that his added title
of “Navigator” came less from him sailing and more from his
funding, and that what is written about someone sometimes does
not encompass the whole truth.
Arthur Davies points out in his article on Prince Henry that
much of what is known on the prince can be attributed to the one
who wrote on him, Azurara, and Davies asserts that Azurara
exaggerated or falsified the current perspective on Henry.18 It
becomes apparent from looking at Davies research that Henry the
Navigator’s accomplishments are aggrandized, and his character
seems to have been bent as well from the earlier description.
Azurara’s testimony, if taken at face value, is a noble one, as he
states that Prince Henry was a faithful member of the Catholic
Church, who always differed to the authority of the church offices
16 C. R. N. Routh. They Saw It Happen in Europe : An Anthology of
Eyewitnesses' Accounts of Events in European History, 1450-1600. Oxford: Blackwell.
1965., 116.
17 Routh, They Saw It Happen in Europe : An Anthology of Eyewitnesses'
Accounts of Events in European History, 1450-1600., 116; Wheeler and
Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal., 155.
18 Arthur Davies. “Prince Henry the Navigator.” Transactions and Papers (Institute
of British Geographers), no. 35 (1964): 119.
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and was pious and respectful. This telling of events would
certainly explain why Henry sent missionaries to the Africa,
commanded the Order of Christ, and led conquests against
Muslims for the sake of the Christian faith. An interesting fact to
consider regarding Henry’s piety is that the pope was the one who
granted monopolies, especially in concern to the monopolies of
trade, discovery, and conquest. When it came to Africa, the
authority of the papacy granted the previously mentioned
ownerships of the continent to the royal house of Portugal, citing
Prince Henry’s 25 years of exploration funding.19 Despite these
clashing perspectives on the prince, Henry the Navigator remained
a key figure that helped solidify Lisbon’s status as a trade city by
not just supporting the capital, but the whole country of Portugal as
well, and this prince further showed what happens when the
Church and state were in accord with each other.
Perhaps the most infamous period in renaissance history
was the Inquisition, a church organization that investigated those
deemed heretics. With the monarchy gradually consolidating
authority and power under itself, the Inquisition was not just a
show of Papal force, but also a means of further centralization.20
Though the reasons for the Inquisition’s creation in Portugal were
for more government control, this intent quickly turned against the
king, as it was not long before the organization started purging
João III’s work in bringing the Humanist scholars into Lisbon
along with the Jews. Garcia de Orta, for example, was a respected
19 Davies. “Prince Henry the Navigator.” 119, 120, 122-123; Routh, They Saw It
Happen in Europe : An Anthology of Eyewitnesses' Accounts of Events in European
History, 1450-1600., 118; Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal., 155.
20 Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal., 159, 163-164
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doctor who was going to be João III’s physician, as well as a chair
of the Lisbon University. Upon his death, the Inquisition
proceeded to burn his remains, his sister, and other relatives at the
stake for being practicing Jews.21
Damião de Góis was also brought before the Inquisition,
and even though he had worked for Manuel I and João III, he was
still tried for heterodoxy and put in prison after having his
possessions confiscated. Despite being very old and sick, his death
was under mysterious circumstances; he was presumed dead by
falling into a fireplace at the time, but posthumously was
discovered to have a cranial fracture in the back of his head, giving
credence to the idea that he was murdered after being released
from prison.22 Other intellectuals and Jews, such as Francisco
Sanchez were also forced to either flee Lisbon or die. Bookstores,
libraries, and universities were inspected routinely to make sure
that whatever was printed or in stock did not include any works
that the church had not approved of, leading to mass censorship.
While Portugal, and Lisbon by extent, had already been losing
scholars before the Inquisition was officially established, this
round of purges was not a good sign, in fact, it was another grain
of sand in the heap that was the downfall of Lisbon.23
One wrench in the idea that Lisbon was simply a
battleground between the papacy and state is that the Church was
not alone in persecution. The monarchs had their hand in the
21 Hatton. Queen of the Sea : A History of Lisbon, 82; Anderson, “Inquisitions
and Scholarship,” 698.
22 De Góis and Ruth. Lisbon in the Renaissance: A New Translation of the Urbis
Olisiponis Descriptio., xiii,, xv, xx; Hatton. Queen of the Sea : A History of Lisbon. 83-84;
Rector, Monica. “Book Review: Lisbon in the Renaissance: A New Translation of the
Urbis Olisiponis Descriptio.” Hispanófila 125 (1999): 116.
23 Anderson, “Inquisitions and Scholarship,” 684, 698.
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matter of forced religion, and while it was for slightly different
reasons compared to the Catholic officials, those reasons were still
immoral. When João II ruled Portugal, Ferdinand and Isabella of
Spain made the decision to banish all ethnic Jews from their
country. Taking advantage of the exodus, João II allowed 100,000
Jews, which was one and a half times Lisbon’s population, to enter
the city. While 630 wealthy families were allowed to stay free of
charge, every other refugee had eight months to pay the crown 100
cruzados per person, compared to the craftsman, like black and tin
smiths, who only had to pay four cruzados to stay in the city. If the
time passed for the payment to be collected, and the Spanish Jews
could not get the funds to continue living in the city, then João II
had no problem selling them into slavery. Children under eight
were taken from their parents, forcibly baptized, and then shipped
to the island of São Tomé, where out of 2,000 Jewish kids, as the
Lisbon printer Valentin Fernades writes, 1,400 died before 1506 of
malaria, starvation, and dehydration among other causes.24
Years later, Manuel I decided to free the enslaved Jews, but
after cutting a deal with Ferdinand and Isabella to marry their
daughter, the king began making plans instead to throw out the
Jews and Moors. Whether the reason was simple greed or
conditions of the marriage, Manuel began executing a plan to
forcibly convert the Jews to Christianity, to keep as many people
as possible in the city. He began by shutting off all of Lisbon’s
ports to keep ships from leaving, and then rounded up as many
Jews as he could to be baptized at the font. 20,000 Jews were
forcibly converted to Christianity on the grounds of the Estaus
24

Zimler, “Identified as the Enemy: Being a Portuguese New Christian at the
Time of ‘The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon,” 34-35.
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Palace, under intimidation, risk of death, or losing their children.
Some of the accounts that exist detail how some parents killed
their offspring and then committed suicide rather than be
compelled into the Christian faith. Despite these coerced
conversions by Manuel I, along with giving unwilling converts
twenty years to stop their traditions and practices, many of the new
Catholics continued practicing their true religion in secret. It also
did not stop the persecutions or incarcerations from the common
people and Church either.25
While this whole conflict for government control was going
on however, there was a serious problem with Lisbon as a whole.
For all the greatness of the country and its accomplishments, the
city was living in terrible conditions and was tearing itself apart
politically. The Rua Nova was the key trading street of the city,
and was built to be beautiful, but besides that, the city was fraught
with filth. Due to chamber pots being flung onto the streets or
dumped into the Tagus River, along with plenty of beasts and
criminals wandering the streets, there was the lack of sanitation in
the city, leading to Lisbon having many instances of diseases.26
This noble visage that Lisbon wore was only a skin, as the people
were still incredibly fractured. With the Inquisition and
government’s push of Christianity on all other peoples, the New
Christians, those who were baptized because of Manuel I’s forced
conversion, were still routinely persecuted and even came to a
deadly point on Easter Sunday of 1506. With food shortages
25 Hatton, Queen of the Sea : A History of Lisbon, 78; Zimler, “Identified as the
Enemy: Being a Portuguese New Christian at the Time of ‘The Last Kabbalist of
Lisbon,’” 36, 37.
26 Hatton, Queen of the Sea : A History of Lisbon, 68-69; Sá Luis and Neyra,
“The 1531 Earthquake Revisited: Loss Estimation in a Historical Perspective,” 4537.
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rampant and the city suffering from the Black Death, hearing the
Jew turned New Christian say that there was a sign within the
crucifix caused many in the chapel to call it heresy. As a result of
these conditions and tensions, over 2,000 New Christians were
slaughtered that day, leading to a great emigration of Jews from the
city of Lisbon, where the streets were red with blood.27
Strangely enough, Lisbon’s wartime abilities were not
completely hindered while this power struggle was going on, but
instead crippled from the city’s focus on trade and scholars. For
one thing, Damião De Góis brought up one of the key buildings
situated by the Royal Palace that was built under Manuel I; the war
armory. In its separate sections, there ranged from war machines to
mortars, with it also being fully stocked with every weapon that
was known to man at the time. Ships of all kinds were in the
Portuguese settlements in Asia, Africa, and Europe, each with their
equipment and weapons at ready for use no matter the situation.28
The stored armor was just as impressive, as De Góis stated,
”Stored with great vigilance and cleanliness in three halls of this
building are forty-thousand suits of armor for the infantry, plus
three-thousand sets of armor for the calvary, beyond those destined
for routine or extraordinary exercises.”29
All those weapons and armor would be meaningless if not
for a force of fighting men, and this is where the cracks start

27 Anderson, “Inquisitions and Scholarship,” 684; Hatton, Queen of the Sea : A
History of Lisbon, 74-75; Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal, 198;
Zimler, “Identified as the Enemy: Being a Portuguese New Christian at the Time of ‘The
Last Kabbalist of Lisbon,’” 39-40.
28
De Góis and Ruth, Lisbon in the Renaissance: A New Translation of the Urbis
Olisiponis Descriptio, 30-31.
29 Ibid, 31.
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appearing. While the papacy and state’s bickering can be seen as
routine and it caused Lisbon’s people to be ill-prepared to fight off
enemy forces effectively, as Pedro De Brito points out when
looking at the military structure of Portugal. Of the 652 military
charters under Manuel I for example, there was a trend of the
people not having military experience, they ranged from something
as common and useful as a physician, to innocuous, like a crown
storekeeper. All of them were artisans, but they were considered by
those in the Iberian Peninsula to be of the lowest social standing.30
Under João II however, there was a great expansion into
new means of war, compared to the nobles trying to keep the
traditional view of being a knight to just the man on a house in a
suit of armor, instead of a footman with a pike. In 1481, João II
began to have the noble’s sons learn how to do double handed
fencing and use a halberd, showing a greater emphasis on foot
soldiers over simply having calvary. With a dedicated horse
breeding and calvary unit, along with giving charters to the
crossbowmen to be a standing defense, João II was the one who
made the fortification of Lisbon, along with the entire country
strong. The Lisbon Church did not have a hand in war in any other
means than the Order of Christ, but that organization still swore
fealty to the king, leaving the task firmly in the monarch’s hands. 31
In terms of foreign relations, both the king and Church had
different functions. The monarch made use of the natural beauty of
30

Pedro de Brito, “Knights, Squires and Foot Soldiers in Portugal during the
Sixteenth-Century Military Revolution.” Mediterranean Studies 17 (2008): 118–47.
2008. 123.
31 Brito. “Knights, Squires and Foot Soldiers in Portugal during the SixteenthCentury Military Revolution,” 119, 127, 128; Dutra, “Membership in the Order of Christ
in the Seventeenth Century: Its Rights, Privileges, and Obligations,” 4, 13-14.
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Lisbon, though in some cases, it appears that the splendor that was
within the city did not stop negotiations from either falling out or
make the agreed upon term occur for all the wrong reasons. As an
example, after a string of battles, for reasons of both church and
trade, the king of Portugal and the Ottoman Sultan started
exchanging political letters to try and reach an agreement. After a
few years of this correspondence, the rivalry of the two countries
did not end.32 The biggest political fight that Portugal had was with
England, which was the naval superpower of the time. Not only
did the countries have opposite religious practices, with England
being Protestant and Portugal being Catholic, but also the English
were plundering Portuguese ships because they viewed Portugal as
a threat to English oceanic domination.33
For negotiation, Queen Elizabeth sent Dr. Thomas Wilson
to Lisbon in 1567, but unfortunately the doctor was unable to
survey the English community in the city because he got sick upon
arrival. When the Portuguese ambassador was notified, he gave
Wilson the best of care; the Church however, paid him a visit in
the form of the Inquisition. After questioning the reasons for
Wilson’s arrival and being told that his visit was for diplomatic
purposes, the Inquisition officer was much more pleasant. This
amicability was not extended to the English merchants of the time,
who were imprisoned regardless of innocence, which Oliviera the
author, believes was done by the Inquisition under a guise of
32
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interrogation. Despite spending a while in Lisbon, speaking to
Cardinal Henry and to the court of the Portuguese king, the
England and Portugal alliance broke down in 1569.
For the time ambassadorship occurred in both countries, it
showed how essential the occupation was for keeping the peace,
even though these two world powers were diametrically opposed
to each other.34 One of the tactics used was making sure to praise
the monarch the ambassador was visiting when making a request,
as shown in Pietro Pasqualigo’s trip to Lisbon in 1501 to ask for
Portugal’s support against the Turks, who were at the time,
fighting Venice. Much of this high acclaim would be typically
about how well the country was run by the ruling monarch, or how
virtuous they were, and were the words of one who hoped to get in
the good graces of the ruling royalty. The king at the time, Manuel
I, did indeed resolve to keep his promise to send a fleet of military
ships, but it took a second trip to Lisbon to ensure that the ruler’s
word was kept. The Church was not far behind either, as they soon
declared a holy war against the Turks, and mobilized France and
Spain to help as well.35 There was one country that Portugal
always fought, and that was Spain. After plenty of fighting
between the two countries, eventually, Portugal would be under
their control. Out of this foreign occupation sprang forth the
Portuguese national epic that would reunify the country after their
major political upheaval, The Lusiads.
34
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Luis Vaz De Camões was born in Lisbon around 1524.
While the plague was rampant in the country, he sent a copy of his
prologue and epilogue of The Lusiads to João III’s son, Sabastião,
who assumed the throne at 14 years old.36 It was around this time
that much of the Church and state actions came to a head. Aside
from the plague, the Christian Humanist scholars that were ushered
in by João III had all but fizzled out due to the Inquisition’s
censorship and religious suppression, and combined with the
Council of Trent centralization of the church, the educational
reforms of the past were quenched. There was also a power
problem because Portugal’s new king was a child. Where his
predecessors had been extremely influential in the city’s growth,
Sabastião was weak and vulnerable, and Cardinal Henry tried to
rule as king unsuccessfully before Philip I of Spain took over.37 It
was during this foreign occupation that Camões’, who died in
1580, work began gaining traction. Through the tale of Vasco De
Gama, who was renowned for his naval expeditions and his voyage
to India, this patriotic epic recounted Portugal’s glory, and that was
what drew in a dispirited people.38
Throughout The Lusiads, this celebration of Portugal’s past
success, where sailors would leave the ports of Lisbon to sail for
36 Luiz de Camões and William C. Atkinson. The Lusiads Repr ed. Penguin
Classics. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 1980., 15, 18; Hatton, Queen of the Sea : A
History of Lisbon, 85.
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distant, unknown lands, coming back with many goods while
dealing with plenty of trials, is greatly detailed. Camões’ tale
highlights many things: the greatness of his country; its history; the
strength of their faith; respect towards the foreigners; and
Portugal’s naval success and exploration, pressing on despite
facing constant opposition. It also adds the fictional element of
Mars and Venus aiding De Gama’s voyage with Bacchus seeking
to kill them along the way.39 This style of nationalism and
patriotism from Camões was a great unifying force for a dejected
people, and a united people easily coordinate. Eventually, Portugal
rose and reclaimed Lisbon, then following a long conflict, won
back the whole country from Spain following the Renaissance in
1641-1668. The people were lead throughout and after by João IV,
and the Catholic Church was still a part of life, but now the
Church-State struggle was no longer the most important thing.40
This conflict between the monarchs and the papacy
constantly vying for control of the culture and city of Lisbon, a
trade superpower, soon broke the country after losing to Spain.
Years of political posturing within and outside the country of
Portugal, coupled with a religious power struggle, eventually led to
Lisbon’s Spanish occupation. It was with the subsequent
publication of The Lusiads by Camões that the fight between
religion and state finally ended under the weight that was the
national unification and celebration of Portugal, as well as the city
of Lisbon’s accomplishments. No matter how the Church and state
fought each other, whether it be for educational control, exploiting

39 Camões and Atkinson, The Lusiads Repr ed., 28-30, 39, 43-45, 51-53, 70-71,
77-121, 138-139
40 Wheeler and Opello, Historical Dictionary of Portugal, 175-176, 278-279.
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the Inquisition, or competing for trade and overseas influence,
though Lisbon was physically intact, this tension soon consumed
and destroyed the whole country because of these two factions.
The city of Lisbon, with its trade and cultural influence, stands as a
case study of the political and religious warfare occurring between
the monarchs and the papacy, and how that tension affects all other
aspects of life.
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A HOUSE DIVIDED: HOW HITLER EXPLOITED THE
POLITICS OF WEIMAR
By Luke Ziegler

“The government will therefore regard it as its first and
foremost duty to re-establish Volksgemeinschaft – the unity of
spirit and will of our volk. It will preserve and defend the
foundations upon which the power of our nation rests.”399 The
crowd in front of the Reich Chancellery listened in awe as Adolf
Hitler shouted. With his typical showmanship, Hitler promised
how he would absolve Germany of the sins of the Weimar
Republic and return it to its former glory. He would throw away
the weak Weimar democracy and usher in the thousand-year
Reich.
The reasons for the Nazi capture of power are manifold and
complex, but a few key themes tie together a larger narrative of
defeat, fear, order, and ideology. The political fragmentation of the
Republic combined with the German need for extreme nationalism
was the perfect set-up for an authoritarian dictatorship. Hitler
seized power because of the political instability of Weimar
democracy coupled with Germany’s economic strife. After World
War I, Germany faced hostility from the allied victors. Reparations
and restrictions enforced by the Treaty of Versailles undermined
the vulnerable Republic. While these factors played a role in
destabilizing Germany, external forces were not the sole cause of
the Nazis. Hitler used this exterior strife as a scapegoat for
Germany’s problems, but ultimately the impediment to renewal lay
with Germany itself. The Nazi Party brought together many
399
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elements of the German spirit so that they could enact their new
reign.
There is much extant literature on the Weimar Republic.
While a broad swath of scholarship focuses on World War II and
the Nazis once they came into power, a good amount covers the
Weimar period.400 Two pillars of Weimar historiography are
Detlev Peukert and Hans Mommsen.401 Mommsen in particular
advocated for the Sonderweg theory, which posited that the Third
Reich was a culmination of all of Germany’s past.402 It theorized
that centuries of German history made it inevitable that an
authoritarian dictatorship would come into power. Sonderweg,
meaning ‘special path’, picked up steam after the 1960s, but faced
criticism in the late twentieth century, most notably from British
historians David Blackbourn and Geoff Eley.403 In recent years,
Sonderweg has reentered the discussion, but with modifications
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and refinements.404
Weimar historians discuss the Sonderweg theory because it
attempts to explain the formation of one of the most insidious
governments in the last century. The literature of the Weimar
Republic provides an analysis of the failure of human government.
The Third Reich did not come into existence because of the unrest
in 1920s Germany, but because there were underlying factors that
the Nazi Party capitalized on. This does not mean that Germany
was predestined to unleash Nazism upon Europe, but that the
causes are complex and stretch back before World War I. Germany
did not walk a ‘special path,’ but cause and effect still play a part.
Weimar culture produced beauty, and the people were
confident in its government. However, this peace only lasted while
times were good. The idealism the framers of the constitution had
seeped out of the sleepy German town and into the rest of the
nation. The Weimar period in Germany hosted great advances in
art, architecture, philosophy, film, and literature. Bauhaus
architecture still inspires modern construction; scholars still study
Thomas Mann and Martin Heidegger.405 After World War I,
Weimar ushered in an incredible cultural renaissance for Germany.
It is very easy to forget the brightness of interwar Germany in light
of what came after, but the horrors of the Nazi Party should not
eclipse the contributions of Weimar.
At the beginning of the first World War, mass nationalistic
404
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hysteria swept Germany. Germans were intensely proud to be
Germans. They wanted to show all of Europe the might of the
German Empire. Thousands across the nation filled public squares,
city parks, and beer halls with demonstrations, parades, and flag
waving. A carnival-like atmosphere pervaded society. Interestingly
enough, it seemed to the people like this grand patriotism was
unprecedented. This hysteria brought the German people together
like never before.406 Rich and poor alike came out in droves to
support Germany. Later, this phenomenon became known as the
August Days, when the nation was united in one spirit.407 The
August Days began to embody the spirit of Volksgemeinschaft,
meaning ‘people’s community’.
As the warmth of August turned to the cold of December,
so the war marched on. During hardships late in the war, the nation
put on rose-colored glasses and remembered the August Days.
Historian Benjamin Carter Hett theorized that this romanticized
version of the August Days provided a self-defense mechanism for
Germany, and that it preserved the Volksgemeinschaft. Later,
politicians would exploit this narrative for their own agenda.408
World War I left Germany a beaten nation, buried in debt
and facing a revolution. The military high command, seeing that
the war was in dire straits and wanting to preserve their power,
handed control of signing an armistice over to a civilian
government. Thus, they were able to preserve their reputation and
406
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use the mainly socialist parliament as a scapegoat when Germany
lost.409 After the war, the Treaty of Versailles shackled Germany
with massive reparation payments and constraints. This perceived
betrayal by politicians would later become known as the ‘Stab in
the Back’ legend. As the politics in Weimar became more and
more radicalized, the stab in the back grew to be a rallying cry for
the Nazis against those who they said betrayed Germany, mainly
Jews and communists.
Furthermore, a communist revolution swept through
Germany in November of 1918. This led to civil unrest, labor
strikes, and eventually the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II. This
allowed the military elites to pin blame on those who weakened
Germany from the inside. This contributed further to the Stab in
the Back legend by placing guilt on the political left.410
Additionally, the revolution contributed to a fear of violent
communism in Weimar politics.411 This fear expanded to divide
and radicalize Weimar politics; it drove a wedge between the left
and the right, with both seeing the other’s actions as justification
for their own violence.412
The revolution and formation of The Republic immediately
following World War I drastically changed the political landscape
of Germany. The greater populace now had a much more active
role in government, especially because both men and women over
the age of twenty could vote. Now, every political movement and
409
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agenda needed to persuade the general public, not just one class of
people.413 The multitude of voices created a fractured political
order. As Fritzsche noted, “the new Germany can best be found in
the humdrum mobilization of interest groups, veterans’
associations and… a hundred voices, libelous, illiberal, and
chauvinistic as they may have been.”414 Also, the war made the
German people realize that they were a political actor. The people
remembered those bright August Days, and realized that the mob
influenced the government.415
Political division marked the beginning years of Weimar.
The first democratic election in 1920 saw the center parties erode
to both the left and the right. This meant that the upper echelons of
government no longer saw value in a republic.416 Additionally, the
abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II removed a sense of legitimacy
from the government, and from the nation as a whole.417 The
German population was divided politically as well as culturally,
and many wanted a return of an authoritarian power.418
Germany faced external conflict as well. The Allies forced
the Treaty of Versailles upon the German people. The treaty was a
reminder that Germany had lost the war. It famously required that
Germany pay back massive sums to the allies as reparations, and
introduced a clause demanding Germany to acknowledge its guilt
413
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in starting World War I. This War Guilt Clause, as people called it,
was unpalatable for much of the nation. For the average German,
World War I had been a war of self-defense.419 This unilateral
hatred for the Treaty of Versailles, and the politicians who signed
it, reunited much of Germany in those divisive times.420 In
actuality, it was not that the treaty was so terrible, but that it was
perceived as such.421 It seemed like an infringement on the German
people. The treaty was so hated that Matthias Erzberger, one of the
signatories, was vilified in the right-wing press, and ultimately
assassinated.422
In 1922, disaster struck. Extreme hyperinflation destroyed
the German Mark and crippled the economy. Germany had
borrowed heavily to fund the first world war. The military
command bargained on German victory to pay back these loans.423
When Germany lost, it left the nation saddled with debt. The
massive reparation payments coupled with the economic burden of
rebuilding a country after war pushed the economy of the Weimar
Republic to the breaking point. During this time of crisis,
fragmentation defined politics. Some right-wing newspapers
advocated a rejection of democracy and a return to an authoritarian
dictatorship.424 This crisis also accelerated the trend of small,
special interest parties gaining traction. The rollercoaster-like
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progress of the currency spawned a host of special interest parties
committed to looking after their constituents’ material interests.425
These splinter parties did nothing to stabilize a government already
paralyzed by division.426 A parliament operating with a very slim
majority does not bode well for the efficacy of that government.
The Weimar Republic faced its first presidential election in
1925. The National Assembly appointed the first president,
Friedrich Ebert. He died on February twenty-eighth, 1925, and
elections were set for March twenty-ninth. Historian Bernhard
Fulda postulated that Ebert died of stress due to intense hounding
and attacks in the right-wing press that left him physically
debilitated.427 The Right’s candidate for the presidency was an old
aristocratic war hero named Paul von Hindenburg. He had led the
German army on the eastern front in World War I, and had
severely defeated the Russians at several battles, leading to mass
popularity and national renown. Hindenburg was immensely
popular with the common people. He was Volksgemeinschaft and
German militarism brought to life. Author Dirk Schumann claimed
that:
Thus, the moderate Magdeburgische Zeitung could issue an
appeal in April of 1925 to bring about a 'bourgeois unity
front' against the Weimar Coalition and its candidate,
Marx, because Hindenburg - and this is where the second
connotation of the unity idea comes into play - was in a
position to ‘unite the entire German people behind himself
across all parties and classes.’428
425

Mommsen, 205.

426

Donna Harsch, German Social Democracy and the Rise of Nazism
(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1993), 41.
427

Fulda, 99.

428

Schumann, 194
219

Hindenburg represented the spirit of the German people. He
defeated the SPD’s (Social Democrat Party) candidate Otto Braun
and the Center Party’s Wilhelm Marx, thus becoming Reich
President. The role of the Reich President, albeit a new office in
the Weimar government, was almost a call back to constitutional
monarchy. Some even used the phrase Ersatzkaisertum
(replacement emperor) to describe the office, as Mommsen
explained.429 The election of Hindenburg illustrated Germany’s
desire for a strong leader who rectified their defeat in World War I.
From 1924 to 1928, the Weimar Republic enjoyed a period
of relative peace and stability. This is when much of the cultural
contributions that have come to be associated with Weimar took
place. The Rentenmark, a replacement for the devalued
Reichsmark indexed to the price of gold, stabilized the economy.
Additionally, the United States loaned the Republic a great deal of
money so that they could pay off war debts. Political tensions had
been eased, as it was difficult to push people to extremes when
there was not much causing outrage.430 It was, however, merely the
calm before the storm.
Throughout these peaceful years, a series of coalition
governments controlled the Weimar parliament, as no one party
ever won a complete majority. When Wall Street crashed,
Germany once again faced a financial crisis. The American money
dried up, and the German economy looked desperate. The
Depression caused this already tenuous coalition, made up of the
SPD, Center, and various right-wing parties, to crumble. Each
party stopped trying to cooperate and started looking out for the
429
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interests of their constituents, and themselves.431
Leading up to this, the NSDAP, National Socialist
Democratic Worker’s Party, or, Nazi Party, had been accumulating
a following. Many Germans did not see the value in a democratic
system; they wanted the Kaiser to return.432 The Weimar
parliament was not very effective, the governments could not form
majorities, politics were too fractured, and most right wing
politicians actually rejected democracy, seeing it as left wing and
foreign intrusion.433 Before, the Nazis were little more than an
extremist fringe party, but during the economic crisis they
marshalled popular support through mass media and public
rallies.434 The Nazis captivated the nation by preaching an ideology
of national unity, of Volksgemeinschaft. “Much of the Nazi
phenomenon took place in the subjunctive tense.” Fritzsche
pointed out.435 The Nazis used ideology and romanticism as
rhetoric; they fed people wishful thinking. Hitler did not try to
persuade people factually, he played to the Germans’ fears, hopes,
and ideals. It was not entirely rational; it was an emotional,
visceral response.436 Hitler preyed upon the skepticism of the
splintered Weimar party system. He conveyed that all parties
would be dissolved into Volksgemeinschaft, and the NSDAP would
assume all aspects of political life.437 The Nazis were in sync with
431
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the people’s desires. They were able to emphasize and cultivate the
aspects of the zeitgeist that promoted their agenda. Fritzsche
illustrated that what most middle, and some working, class people
wanted was a nationalist, progressive, and united party. In a word,
the Nazis.438
Hitler used Stab in the Back rhetoric to build anti-Semitic
feeling. He associated the politicians that allegedly betrayed
Germany with an underground Jewish conspiracy. Anti-Semitism
had existed in Germany for a long time, but Hitler weaponized it to
discredit his political opposition and cut off the Republic from its
citizens.439 Hitler always blamed an external burden on the
shortcomings of Germany, but most of Weimar’s problems lay
within its borders.
In 1930, amidst the Depression and political turmoil, the
coalition government headed by the SPD collapsed. Hindenburg,
as a measure to further his anti-democratic aims, appointed
Heinrich Brüning, a conservative member of the Center Party, as
Reich Chancellor.440 If anything, this decision was made to
decrease parliamentary power rather than save it. Additionally,
President Hindenburg invoked article forty-eight of the Weimar
constitution, which gave the chancellor the ability to govern by
decree. In an egregious political faux pas, Brüning called new
elections, in a “fairyland belief that he, a sitting chancellor in the
midst of a depression, would win widespread popular support.”441
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This election cost Brüning’s government their majority, as both the
NSDAP and the KPD (German Communist Party) made
impressive gains. Brüning was then forced to rely on article fortyeight for power, as parliament was gridlocked. These measures
constituted an effort to dismantle the Republic and return Germany
to its pre-World War I glory.442
At the same time, an intense fear of the left wing fractured
the political landscape of Weimar even more. The radicalism of the
KPD pushed those who might have fallen in the center farther
towards the right.443 Before 1930, the SPD, the largest party in
Germany and the main bulwark of Weimar democracy, did not see
the Nazi Party as a real threat, or even really acknowledge them.
They were far more concerned with the actions of the KPD.444
In addition, the media climate in the Weimar Republic did
not lend itself to peaceful politics. The press on both sides reported
in a partisan, sensationalized manner, making every event appear
worse than it was.445 Furthermore, the media also informed, or
misinformed, politicians on current events, leading them to tailor
their actions to what was being reported in newspapers, not what
was really happening.446 The NSDAP in particular was incredibly
effective at using propaganda; they were able to radicalize the
middle class and rural peasantry into anti-Communist hysteria.447
It was this fear of the Left along with a desire for order and
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stability that sounded the death knell of the Weimar Republic.
Both the elites at the top of German society and the average citizen
wanted a peaceful, orderly nation.448 As Brüning’s government did
not have a majority, it had to rely on the tolerance of the SPD for
existence. The SPD tolerated the government because it wanted to
keep Weimar society in a hard-won state of order, and because it
feared the government that would take its place.449
During the elections of 1932, Hindenburg dismissed
Brüning as chancellor and replaced him with Franz von Papen.
Papen, an old Prussian aristocrat less committed to democracy than
even Brüning, enjoyed almost no support in the Reichstag, causing
him to dismiss parliament and call for fresh elections. The new
elections in November saw Papen once again fail to win a
majority, and Kurt von Schleicher, an independent, replaced him as
chancellor. Schleicher then approached Adolf Hitler for talks of a
coalition government, and Hitler agreed if he were to be appointed
chancellor. Hindenburg acquiesced, and in January of 1933 Hitler
was appointed Reich Chancellor, signaling the end of the Weimar
Republic.
Hitler’s ascension to the chancellery was not a complete
failure of democracy; it did not happen in ballot boxes. The
decision to appoint Hitler was made entirely in closed meetings
between men who did not respect democracy. By forgoing
democracy, they renounced the safeguards it provided.450 The
ruling elites saw parliament as a necessary evil that had to be
endured so that one day, they could return Germany to its pre448
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World War I power.451 However, this is not to say that the Third
Reich was entirely the fault of Papen, Schleicher, and Hindenburg.
Fritzsche described that although Hitler’s appointment was
ultimately because of backroom deals, he would never have been
considered had he not been the leader of the largest right-wing
party.452 The German people voted for the Nazis. The Nazis
marshalled the German spirit and cultivated a fear of communism,
but the ones who let Hitler in the door were powerful men
concerned with preserving their own hegemony.453 The Nazi Party
enticed most people, whether it be from a fear of the revolutionary
Left, a desire for true Volksgemeinschaft, or the need to restore
Germany to its former militaristic glory.454
The Weimar Republic lasted fourteen years almost to the
day. From the quiet village of Weimar to the cacophony of Berlin,
the Republic ran an exciting and turbulent race. It was founded
with hope that Germany would recover from the war and turn over
a new leaf, but as revolutions raged, currencies crashed,
governments failed, the ones left in control of the Republic were
bitter, cynical, and opposed to a democratic form of government.
Germany remembered those hopeful August Days and wished for a
return of that joyful Volksgemeinschaft.
Some of this was due to the strict restraints placed upon
Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, but Weimar did not fall
because of external stressors. Weimar fell from the inside. The
Nazis persuaded both the German people and the politicians in
control that their ideology was truth. They preached a message of
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national renewal, unity, and a return of German power.
Germans did not become Nazis overnight. It was a gradual
build up. Initially, people were confident in the democratic
prowess of the Weimar Republic. After all, there was beauty,
cinema, art, and architecture. However, a combination of poor
politics, economic disaster, and a desire to return Germany to its
pre-World War I glory pushed Weimar democracy to the breaking
point. One singular cause for Hitler’s success in 1933 does not
exist. Many factors contributed to Weimar’s downfall. Ultimately,
Hitler used a time of crisis and hatred to pounce upon a weak
political system and take power.
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